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Christ Presbyterian Church 
530 Tuscarawas Street, West ���� Canton, Ohio 44702     

Phone (330) 456-8113; Fax (330) 456-8115 
Website:  www.cantoncpc.org 

General Office Email:  cpcoffice@cantoncpc.org 

PRAYER CHAIN: 
Whenever there’s a need for 
prayer, please call one of our 

Prayer Chain co-chairs: 
Judy Smith ~ 330-771-0598 

judithllsmith@gmail.com 
Carol Orin ~ 330-327-6543 

jlocao4638@gmail.com 

 
FRIENDS HELPING 

FRENDS: 
If you are in need of temporary 

assistance or medical equipment, 
we want you to know that we care.  

God  sees your need, and wants 
you to receive this assistance 

through Friends Helping Friends.   
Please do not hesitate to  call the 
church office at 330-456-8113. 

 
 

WORSHIP 
 

Sundays—in Person 
8:30 & 10:30 am  

 
Broadcast LIVE 

Sunday mornings at 10:30 am 

www.facebook.com/ 

CantonCPC/live 

The Hebrew Scriptures 
Pastor’s Bible Study 

A new study beginning in September 2022 

Everybody is welcome 

What Scriptures did Jesus use? How would Jesus have 

understood the stories, the law codes, the poetry, and 

the history that tell the story of his people?  How does 

his understanding of his scripture inform our 

understanding of our scripture? 

Each class is taught twice per week 

 

Tuesday mornings, 9:30—11:00 

You can join the class in person or via ZOOM 

 

Wednesday evenings, 7:30—9:00 

This class meets only via ZOOM 

 

Rev. Dave de Vries, Leading  

Please contact the church office to sign up for this 14-week 
class (330.456.8113 or email cpcoffice@cantoncpc.org).  

Contact Pastor Dave if you have any questions 
(ddevries@cantoncpc.org).   

Weekly Investigations Over 14 Weeks 

The Search, The Beginnings, The Promise, The Exodus, The Journey, the Conquest, The Kings, 

The Two Kingdoms, The Prophets, The Exile, The Return, The Law, The Wisdom, The Visions 

Finished roof replacement 



   

2 

PASTOR’S NOTE 

The idea that it is possible to move from slavery to freedom and from darkness to light 

and from despair to hope—this is the greatest Jewish story ever told. 

Rabbi Sharon Brous 

 

The Hebrew Scriptures begin with what are perhaps the most famous words of all time and space; “In the 
beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (RSV)” The Creation Story continues giving witness to the 
sheer power and glory of the Creator.  Apparently, God gave it his all because, after six days of life creating and 
sustaining work, God needed a Sabbath!     

 

The Creation Story speaks of beginnings.  The divine/human drama starts in Genesis 1, but the story of God’s 
interaction with creation, and especially with those named “man” and “woman” was just starting off.  The stories of 
Genesis provide us with a structure or framework for the divine/human history that was to unfold (and continues 
to unfold in our day!).  Yes, God creates.  But God also communicates, leads, promises, judges, commands, 
loves, disowns, and most importantly, saves.   

 

From the beginning we are to understand that God is almighty, that creation is good, that humanity bears God’s 
image, that sin exists, that God punishes evil, and that God has a plan.  The plan involved God establishing a 
covenant with Israel, a people chosen to be a light to the world.   

I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come forth from you.  And I 
will establish my covenant between me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations 
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  And I will give to you, and 
to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession; and I will be their God.  (Genesis 17:6-8) 

You might say that the rest, is history!   

 

For 2000 years, the people of Israel (“the Jews”) loved and challenged, obeyed, and disobeyed, blessed and 
cursed, served and ignored God.  The stories are many and unfold through narrative, poetry, history, lament, law, 
wisdom literature, prophecy, apocalyptic, genealogy, and song.  And all of it was handed down to Jesus.  Jesus 
was a Jew.    To know Jesus, to interpret his words and actions, we must take seriously the fact that he was 
Jewish to the core!  To understand Jesus, you must understand the Hebrew Scriptures that fashioned him.  To 
know Jesus you must know the religious law he practiced, the songs he sang, the worship he offered, the wisdom 
he studied, and the people he knew as his ancestors.  The Hebrew Scriptures formed and shaped the man he 
became.  Becoming familiar with the Scriptures Jesus knew is one of the greatest joys the life of faith offers.  
Care to join in?   

 

This September, the Pastor’s Bible Study will begin a 14-week investigation of the Hebrew Scriptures.  By the end 
of the study, you will have recounted all the major stories found from Genesis to Malachi.  You will have a solid 
grasp of the history of Israel, from the call of Moses to the last pronouncement of the prophets.  From beginning 
to end, again and again, you will be amazed at the God who is revealed as you turn from one page to another.   

 

Each week the class is taught twice.  The Tuesday morning class (9:30-11:00) provides two opportunities to 
participate.  You can join the class “live” in the Parlor or join in via ZOOM.  The Wednesday evening class gathers 
only via ZOOM (7:30-9:00).  Everyone is welcome to join in this study.  These classes are designed to engage 
both the novice and the more seasoned student. 

 

Look for additional information about these gatherings in all the usual CPC publications, on Facebook, and on the 
CPC website.            

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Dave 
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CPC members attended the annual Worship & Music Conference in Montreat, NC earlier this summer. 
This year's conference, sponsored by the Presbyterian Association of Musicians, centered around the 
theme "In the Stranger's Guise." A multitude of session options– for pastors, lay people, musicians, 
children– included Bible studies, music rehearsals, art classes, and daily worship services. This week in 
the mountains was a great source of inspiration and renewal for the CPC attendees! 

 

Music Ensembles begin soon;  
new members are welcome! 

 

Chancel Choir  
Thursday, September 1 

 

Handbell Choir 
Tuesday, September 6 

 

Children's Choir 
Sunday, September 11 

Pictured: Bert Smith, Judy Smith, Becky Blackford, Heather Cooper, Mark Cooper, Britt Cooper, Megan Cooper (not pictured, Kathy Schlabach)  



 

A Note from  
Pastor Michael 
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Reflections on the African American Religious Autobiographies Seminar 
“Se wo were fi na wosankofa a yenkyi” / “It is not taboo to go back and fetch what you forgot.” This 

proverb comes from the Akan people of Ghana and means that to know history and your heritage is to know 
your current self, the world around you, and how to better both. 

 

Just a few short days before writing this, I returned from an amazing and challenging week-long 
seminar on African American Religious Autobiographies at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI. On our 
first day, the forty of us made a pilgrimage to Detroit, stopping at sites that highlight the struggles of our 
African American brothers and sisters throughout our shared history, including the Charles H. 
Wright Museum of African American History and the Gateway to Freedom statue. Then, 
throughout the remainder of the week, we gathered at Calvin College daily to discuss all of the 
readings that we had to prepare in advance. Each day in small groups and through leader 
facilitation, we interacted with various autobiographical works, including those of Frederick 
Douglass, W. E. B. DuBois, Ida B. Wells, Sojourner Truth, Fannie Lou Hamer, Howard 
Thurman, Martin Luther King Jr., and James Cone. Then, in the evenings, we attended public 
lectures around these topics like “Liturgical Practices of [en]slave[d] African People in the 
American Colonial Period” and “Demythologizing the Work of Freedom and the Beloved 
Community.” Regularly throughout the week, we raised our voices and sang from the newly 
published and ecumenical African American Hymnal One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism.       

 

I can easily say that I will continue to process all that I learned for many years to come. The museum where 
we started our pilgrimage stands as a powerful testament to the story of Africans prior to the Trans-Atlantic 
Slave trade, fully telling the story of the slave trade, racial segregation and discriminatory practices since 
that point, and it also celebrated African-American contributions to music, medicine, and science. I was 
heartbroken to learn about the dehumanizing practices of branding the enslaved and how some religious 
authorities forced the enslaved individuals to be baptized against their will. I lament how the church has 
been complicit in propping up racist rhetoric and actions through the centuries. There was one moment in 
which the museum transformed into a slave ship and we were led to descend into the hold. In that dark 
abyss, we glimpsed the bodies of the enslaved packed in like sardines and heard cries and conversations in 
different languages. This was a devastating experience, but one I will not soon forget. Lord, have mercy. 
Below, I want to share just a few of the most striking quotes that I present as food for thought. 
 

“There is no future for America without black people. The identity of America 
and black people is inextricably bound together. There is nothing white people 
can do to separate us from this land.” (Cone, 171) 
 

“[W]hite supremacy is America's original sin and liberation is the Bible's central 
message. Any theology in America that fails to engage white supremacy and 
God's liberation of black people from that evil is not Christian 
theology…” (Cone, 18) 
 

“What had I learned about love? One of the central things was that the experience 
of being understood by another was of primary importance. Somewhere deep 
within was a “place” beyond all faults and virtues that had to be confirmed before 
I could run the risk of opening my life up to another. To find ultimate security in 
an ultimate vulnerability, this is to be loved.” (Thurman, 146)  
 

“Rationalization and the incessant search for scapegoats are the psychological 
cataracts that blind us to our individual and collective sins. But the day has 
passed for bland euphemisms. He who lives with untruth lives in spiritual 
slavery. Freedom is still the bonus we receive for knowing the truth. “Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.” (King, 71)  
-Pastor Michael 



 

Thursday, 8/4 

1:30-3:30pm  Alzheimer’s Support Group – Parlor 
7:00 pm Camp Wakonda Task Force - Parlor 
Sunday, 8/7 - Communion 

Monday, 8/8 

Staff Retreat - Church office closed 

1:00pm  Property Meeting - Parlor 
Tuesday, 8/9 

9:00-1:00pm - Summer Fun Day- Westminster Hall 
12:00-2:00pm  Personnel Meeting - Parlor 
Wednesday, 8/10 

7:45-10:00am  Food Ministry  
1:00-3:00pm  Faithful Friends Small Group - Parlor 
4:00pm  Worship Ministry – Parlor 
Saturday, 8/13 

8:00-10:00am  Food Ministry breakfast – West. Hall 
Tuesday 8/16 

9:15am Endowment meeting - Parlor 
6:30pm  Session - Parlor 
Wednesday, 8/17-TYDINGS DEADLINE 

6:30-8:30pm Stephen Ministry - Parlor 
Sunday, 8/21 

Congregational Meeting immediately following worship 

Wednesday, 8/24 

7:45-10:00am  Food Ministry  
1:00-3:00pm  Faithful Friends Small Group - Parlor 
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Sunday Morning Schedule 

8:30-9:15am Gathered Worship Service—Chapel 

10:30am  Gathered Worship Service—Sanctuary  

               Also on Facebook, YouTube, and WHBC 

Monday - 10:00am - Staff Meeting—Parlor 

Thursday - 8:00-9:00am - Men’s Bible Study - Zoom 

The Food Clothing and Prayer Ministry is in 

need of school supplies. Please donate 

crayons, pencils, markers, glue, and 

notebooks by August 9th. There is a green box 

in Cloister Hall. Thank you! 
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2. Sarah Milligan 

3. Calvin Burns 

4. Sandi Fedder 

5. David Rausch, Wilson Rownd 

6. Martha Ash, Mark Hanlon, Jerry Norton 

8. Suzy Burns, David Rudy 

10. Hailey Hon 

12. Anthony D’Antonio, Lee Lavery, Tom 

McCain, Max Ward 

13. Jennie George, Linda Neff, Susan 

Oliver 

14. Lorna Kraft, Mack Miller, Natalie 

Weinsz 

15. Darrell Holland, Estella Williams 

16. Jack Burnquist, Mya Miller, Terry 

Pansino, Erin Shea 

17. Robert Sweeney 

18. Judy Gibbs, Jill Hazen 

19. Pam Gaynor, Sandy Kohler, Anna 

Milligan 

21. Joyce McKimm, Kimberly Tittle, Neva 

Wallace, Joshua Wiggins 

22. Janet Creighton 

23. Tim Cranor, Faye Heston 

25. Joey Henderson, Elaine Ketterer, 

Judah Mathewson, Vanessa Worley 

26. Richard Milligan, Judy Sweeney 

27. Ginger Brown, Renie Connor, William 

Groves, Nancy Halter 

28. Lucy O’Wesney 

29. Barbara Batchelder, Joanne Bennett, 

Avery Miller 

Christ Church celebrates 
birthdays of members who are 95 

years or more:    

Lorna Kraft (96) August 14 

Renie Connor(95) August 27 

Augus� Augus� Augus� Augus�     

Birthday�Birthday�Birthday�Birthday�    
Summertime is the BEST time!! 
 

This summer brought a lot of new excitements! New staff, new 
students, and new adventures. 
 

Continuing from the school year, we partnered with Laurie 
Moline from MentorStark to increase our students' confidence/
strengths. Each week Laurie brought a guest from the 
community to talk about their jobs, let the children ask questions, 
and allow them to see paths they may want to take in the future. 
Guests have consisted of Aultman Hospital, the Canton Police 
Department, Stark County Public Health, and more. 
 

Another community partner, Sarina Gordon, from Encompass 
Christian Counseling worked with our students this summer to 
teach them how to identify their emotions and respond to them 
appropriately. She walked them through “real-life” scenarios 
which helps their visual comprehension and shows them how 
they can have a positive response to the situations they are in. 
 

On Tuesdays, we facilitated team-building exercises for the 
children to work through together. We witnessed leaders 
stepping up to assist others in the activity and hands-on lessons 
in necessary communication skills. We’ve been blessed to then 
take students on a variety of field trips, some including SkyZone, 
Boettler Park, Dave and Busters, and Portage Lakes State Park 
Beach. These were the favorite days among the students and 
staff! 
 

On Wednesdays, we provided one-on-one tutoring to each of our 
students with the help of volunteers in the community. Thank you 
all volunteers, we couldn't do it without you!! If you are interested 
in volunteering please contact Amber, amber.curtis@tiqvah.org 
for more information. 
 

As the summer winds down, we are thankful for the memories 
made with each and every one of our students, families, staff 
members, volunteers, and community partners! Thank you to 
Christ Presbyterian Church for all your support, prayers, and use 
of your facilities! 
 

Blessings, 
Tiqvah Hands of Hope 
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Thank You! 
Thank you for supporting a great summer at Camp Wakonda! We're still hosting guest groups, and we are 
looking forward to a fabulous fall! 
 

Wakonda For All   (Sept. 16-18) - $105 for each adult & $77 for each child 

                                                        (1-night : $50 for adult & $35 for child) 
          Where is the best place to celebrate the coming fall? Camp Wakonda, of course! 
          Join us for the weekend as we explore nature, play games, and learn about God together.  
 Come as a family or come on your own! (Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.) 
          This event will culminate in the Annual Wakonda Ox Roast 
 (donation for lunch is not included in the registration cost). Register at www.wakondacamp.org 

 

Ox Roast!  (Sept. 18th) Noon-4:30pm 

 Celebrate the season at Camp Wakonda’s Annual Ox Roast. Join us for food, outdoor games, a 
 hayride, or merely walk the beautiful trails and delight in God’s creation. Meal is by donation.  
 (If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Pastor Ben at bgeorge@cantoncpc.org) 

FCP UPDATES: 
I always enjoy sharing exciting news with all of you, and our recent news is truly exciting! 
 

Our Food and Clothing Ministry has recently partnered with the Akron/ Canton Regional Food Bank as a 
way to enhance our support for the underserved in the Canton area.  The ACRFB opened a facility in 
Canton and with it, they have increased the ways that community partners can provide food to those in 
need.  We just completed our first FCP Distribution as a partner- and I am thrilled to see what a difference 
we can make for the families we serve. 
 

As part of the Food Bank, we have the opportunity to "purchase" a wide variety of meat and proteins at 
greatly reduced to near zero cost.  These donations are made to the Food Bank through local store 
donations and government programs.  The savings are passed onto the partners, allowing us to really 
make a difference in the lives and health of the people we serve.  Last month we purchased 300 packages 
of assorted meats; including hams, chicken breast, ground beef, canned chicken and sausage (over 600 
lbs).  Buying an assortment allows our friends to choose the meats that their family would like rather than 
us having only one thing for them to choose.  It is our hope to always put dignity in the forefront. 
 

Also, so many kids came through with parents that this month we decided to do a Backyard BBQ 
theme.  We've already made a Food Bank run for hamburger meat, hot dogs and buns.  We wonder if you 
might consider donating ketchup, mustard, relish and pickles-  all the toppings needed to make a true 
barbecue!  We are planning to do this for the next two distributions.  A person can still choose one of the 
other meats, but if they choose our special BBQ pack- they will receive the buns and condiments along 
with the meat.  We plan to try out various other "specialty packages" in the coming months. 
 

We are also in the process of purchasing a cooler for the Food Room.  This will allow us the opportunity to 
offer refrigerated items as well.  I'll keep you updated. 
 

As the pastors remind us, help in any way that you are able- prayers and time are as powerful as money in 
a Ministry that serves God.  Please call if you have questions- Lorraine 
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SESSION NOTES - JULY 19, 2022 

The Session meeting started with prayer, dinner, and fellowship at 6 PM. Session approved the minutes of 
the last meeting and the Clerk's report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
There was a report by Pastor Ben on the Strategic Planning report for Camp Wakonda that has been in the 
works for the past two years (this report can be reviewed on the website). It is to be an important tool for 
the Camp Wakonda Board. It was approved by Session. The Wakonda Capital Campaign update was given 
by Pastor Ben and Elder Steve Stocker and it was approved for the task force to proceed. 
 

The Bus shelter that was being suggested for the southeast corner of the church was nixed by the city so 
there was no further discussion. 
 

Elder Bert Smith gave a report on the Heritage Legacy Fund Earnings.  
 

After having been approved by Session, Michael has asked a few people to serve on a Sabbatical Team to 
help with the transition of his family and other tasks. 
 

Pastor Dave gave a Review of the Bicentennial Weekend. It was evaluated as being a great success. 
Pastor Michael and Jennie George and others that helped, did a fantastic job. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
The Terms of Call for the Pastors and the budget were approved and will now be referred to the 
Congregation for approval. The Annual Meeting was approved and scheduled for August 21, 2022. 
 

Elder Bert Smith reported the approval of several scholarships to members and relatives of church 
members.  
 

The Communion scheduled for the 2022/2023 year was approved with one amendment. 
 

Session appointed and approved the new Board of Trustees. 
 

The Session appointed and approved the current Statutory Agent and approved the updated Bank 
Resolutions. 
 

Session had a time for prayer requests and then we closed the meeting with prayers at 9:30 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Elder Byrdie Stocker 

Roof replacement in-progress 



 

Gifts can be given online at www.cantoncpc.org or mailed to the Church office. 

FINANCIAL NOTES 

  YTD 6/30/22  YTD 6/30/21 

Beginning Balance Opera"ng Funds as of 7/1 $ 190,018  $  125,138 

 Revenue Pledges  626,351 548,385

  Other  382,236 280,659

  Trusts & Endowments         111,584 100,929 

 Total Income $ 1,120,170 $929,972 

 Expenses Opera"ng Expenses  (981,878) (865,093)

  

Ending Balance Opera"ng Funds as of 6/30/22  $328,310   $190,018 

 

This repor
ng reflects the General and Camp Funds  from July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR PLEDGE CURRENT.   THANK YOU! 

STEWARDSHIP—June 

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.   

2 Corinthians 9:7, NIV 

Average Monthly  June—22 June—21 

A;endance 142 125 

General Fund Income $89,613 $85,033 

 G/F Budget Needed $60,657 $61,033 

Monthly Net + / -  28,956 24,000 

*ONLINE STREAMING OF SERVICES DUE TO COVID-19 

**Limited Capacity Due to Covid Restrictions 
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The Chapel is open Monday—

Friday, 9:00am—3:00 pm daily 

for quiet prayer and meditation. 

Love One Another as I Have Loved You . . . 

In John 15:12, Jesus says, “This is my commandment, that you 

love one another as I have loved you.” Loving and caring for one 

another is not just the pastor’s job—it’s something Jesus calls us all 

to do! Stephen Ministry is a ministry in which people with special 

gifts for caring ministry can put those gifts to use in an organized 

way, bringing Jesus’ love and care to those who most need it. 

 

If you know someone who is going through a difficult time, contact 

Pastor Michael about Stephen Ministry. Our Stephen Ministers are 

ready to provide focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian care—

to help that person experience the healing power of Christ’s love. 

Each month, the Worship Ministry 
tries to designate someone or 
some group that we wish to thank 
for their contributions to our 
community.  This month we 
chose the choir.  Here is our 
Thank you: 
 

Each Sunday, we gather for 
worship in an awesome 
sanctuary colored by the beauty 
of priceless stained-glass 
windows.  We settle into our 
comfortable pews and await the 
teachings by our learned 
Pastors.  And then the music 
starts. 
 

Heavenly sounds waft from the 
direction of the Choir.  Harmonies 
and trills, solos, and duets.  All 
bring us closer to heaven in a 
way that only the Choir of Christ 
Presbyterian Church can do.  We 
see the final presentation that is a 
result of hours of practice, 
dedication, and teamwork from 
these musical souls.  Their gifts 
of melody truly bless our worship 
experience.  For the month of 
August, they will take a well-
earned rest.  
 

Please join us as we, the 
Congregation, send a rousing 
“THANK YOU” to the Choir.  And 
be sure to stop to thank them in 
person as they return in 
September. 
 

The Worship Ministry 



 

CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

530 Tuscarawas Street, West 

Canton, Ohio 44702 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

The Church is charged for every 

returned Newsletter. 

 

If you have moved,  

or changed a seasonal address,  

please notify the church office. 

Thank you. 

 

To be added to the Tydings email 

list or to submit an article for 

Tydings, please email 

tschmolt@cantoncpc.org  

no later than  

Wednesday, August 17 
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