Evensong
May 15, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.
Sung by the Christ Church Chancel Choir
We request that all people kindly observe silence as we prepare for worship.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY
Meditation from Symphony No. 1
Variations on “Noël nouvelet”
Alleluia No. 1 in F Major

Charles-Marie Widor
Philip Moore
Aaron David Miller

*HYMN in PROCESSION No. 643 “Now Thank We All Our God”
NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
*INVITATORY and PSALTER
The Preces
Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir:
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Cantor: O God, make speed to save us.
Choir:
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir:
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Cantor: Praise ye the Lord.
Choir:
The Lord’s name be praised.

Phos hilaron

“O Gracious Light”

Martin Neary
(b. 1940)

Anne Wilson

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the ever living Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light,
We sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Thou art worthy at all times to praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
And to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 150

The Rev. G.S. Talbot
(1875-1916)

O praise God in His holiness:
Praise Him in the firmament of His power.
Praise Him in His noble acts:
Praise Him according to his excellent greatness.
Praise Him in the sound of the trumpet:
Praise Him upon the lute and harp.
Praise Him in the cymbals and dances:
Praise Him upon the strings and pipe.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be
World without end. Amen.

THE LESSONS
Isaiah 12 1:6
Lector:

The people praise the Lord Jehovah
The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

Magnificat in B-flat Major, Op. 10

(Pew Bible, page 558)

Charles Villiers Stanford
(1852-1924)

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to
our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
-- The Song of Mary; Luke 1:46-55

Luke 17: 11-19

A Foreigner Gives Thanks

Lector:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

(Pew Bible, page 852)

Nunc dimittis

Stanford

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
-- The Song of Simeon; Luke 2:29-32

*Hymn No. 677

“The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended”

ST. CLEMENT

Remain standing to recite:

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Please be seated)

THE PRAYERS
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:

Neary
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

All may sing:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and glory are yours
now and forever. AMEN.
Cantor:
Choir :
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the state.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

A Collect for the Day
Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty
Before he suffered death upon the cross:
Give us faith to perceive his glory,
That being strengthened by his grace we may be changed into his likeness,
From glory to glory;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever.
Amen.
A Collect for Sundays
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the
powers of death and prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem:
Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his resurrection,
May praise you in that City of which he is the light:
and where he lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

A Prayer for Mission
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch,
or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep.
Tend the sick, Lord, Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying,
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous;
and all for your love’s sake.
Amen.

ANTHEMS
Prayer for the Evening

Michael Sitton
(b. 1959)

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen,
and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed,
and the fever of life is over, and our work is done.
Then in thine mercy, grant us a safe lodging,
and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

The Call of Wisdom
Lord of wisdom, Lord of truth, Lord of justice, Lord of mercy;
Walk beside us down the years till we see you in your glory.
Striving to attain the heights, turning in a new direction,
Entering a lonely place, welcoming a friend or stranger.
Refrain
I am here, I am with you. I have called: do you hear me?
I am here, I am here, I am with you.
Silver is of passing worth, gold is not of constant value,
Jewels sparkle for a while; what you long for is not lasting. Refrain
Rulers govern under me with my insight and my wisdom.
Those who know me know my love; those who seek me find their answer. Refrain
God the Father and the Son, Holy Spirit coeternal,
Glory be ascribed to you, now and to the end of ages. Refrain

Will Todd
(b. 1970)

O How Amiable

Ralph Vaughan Williams
(1872-1952)

O how amiable are thy dwellings: thou Lord of hosts!
My soul hath a desire and longing to enter in to the courts of the Lord:
My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house
And the swallow a nest where she may lay her young
Even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house;
They will be alway praising thee
The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us:
Prosper thou the work of our hands upon us.
O prosper thou our handy work, o prosper thou our handy work. (The people stand and sing.)

Please remain standing and pray:

*The General Thanksgiving (in unison)
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant:
People:

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God

*HYMN No. 673

“Jesus, Light of Joy”

LAUDA ANIMA

*BENEDICTION
*PROCESSION and ORGAN VOLUNTARY “Finale” from Symphony No. 1
Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

Service Participants: Chancel Choir of Christ Church
Heather Cooper, Organist 🕈 Britt Cooper, Choir Director 🕈
Sarah Pozderac-Chenevey, Officiant & Cantor
The Rev. David L. deVries, Lector 🕈 Megan Cooper, Crucifer

Evensong is a standard liturgy of Evening Prayers set to music. In monastic traditions since
the early middle ages, there were as many as nine prayer services for the daily devotions of the
community. Those “canonical hours,” as they were called, could be visited by the general
public for their own worship and spiritual enrichment. The standard order of scripture and
prayers for evensong became established in British cathedrals, chapels, and collegiate churches
as a combination of the liturgies from vespers (sung late in the afternoon) and compline (sung
just before bedtime). The entire Psalter is sung on a carefully planned rotational basis
throughout the week or the month, depending on the practices of each religious
community. The Psalter was the hymnbook of the Temple at Jerusalem, used by our Lord
Jesus Christ and all practicing Jews.
The congregation at Evensong is invited to worship with heart and mind, by giving assent to
the prayers with the expressions of AMEN: “yes, Lord, that is MY prayer, too”. Other
opportunities for vocal participation include hymns from Glory to God book, led by the choir
and organ. All are invited to sing on a “monotone” the Apostles’ Creed: the expression of our
faith and of those who, generation by generation in the Christian Church, respond to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, crucified and alive.
The first reading is a lesson from the Hebrew scriptures and is followed by the Magnificat, the
Song of the Virgin Mary, when the promises of the Old Testament came true (Luke 1). The
reading from the New Testament (Epistles or Gospels) proclaims the Good News of Jesus
Christ, and is followed by the Nunc dimittis, the Song of Simeon when he had finally seen our
Lord in the Temple at Jerusalem (Luke 2). There are several hundred marvelous musical
settings of these two recurring canticles: from several centuries of great sacred repertoire, and
from divinely inspired composers throughout the world.
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The Gibbs-Preyer Sanctuary Organ
The Sanctuary Organ is a distinctive instrument built by the Schantz Organ Company of Orrville,
Ohio. Given by Mr. and Mrs. Alvin J. Gibbs and Mrs. Frederick W. Preyer in memory of their
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Gibbs, the organ was built in 1952 as a major phase of Christ
Church’s renovation and expansion program. The brief association of E. M. Skinner with the
Schantz Company witnessed the installation of the instrument.
The tonal design of John Schantz and Mr. Skinner brought about several unique features.
Unusually broad-scaled principals in the great and pedal division laid the foundation for a
wonderfully rich and sonorous tone. The solo division was noteworthy due to the large-scaled viola
and celeste, as well as the doppelflöte and lovely vox humana. Over the years, under the
supervision of various organists of the church’s rich musical tradition, subtle tonal revisions have
been made, based on popular trends in organ voicing, especially regarding the principal choruses
and mixtures.
In 1996, a tonal rebuild and enlargement of the Sanctuary Organ sought to bring about a return to
the original American Classic tonal design of 1952. A noteworthy addition to the instrument was
the Elsass Memorial Trompette en Chamade, given by the Russell Elsass family in memory of
beloved wife and mother, Anne Elsass (who served as dean of the Canton chapter of the American
Guild of Organists). The stop is afforded a commanding position high on the front wall of the
chancel.
Other noteworthy additions included the Tuba Mirabilis, a heroic English-style solo reed under
expression in the solo division, the Harmonic Flute, the 32’ Contra Posaune, and the Zymbelstern.
The original instrument of 1952 contained 59 ranks. Now, the organ is comprised of five divisions
with a total of 72 ranks (58 stops). From 1996-2003, the Schantz Organ Company executed a releathering and chest rebuilding of each division of the organ—Choir, Solo, Great, Pedal, and
finally Swell. This process fortuitously prepared all the sound-producing components of the organ
located in the two large double-story pipe chambers to allow for the final phase of this long-term
renovation: the new console.
Most recently, in the summer of 2008, the Schantz Organ Company built a completely new fourmanual console with solid-state digital components. With greatly expanded devices for more
flexible and creative use of the organ, there are now 105 drawknobs, 31 tilting coupler tabs, 63
thumb pistons, 31 toe studs, 256 levels of digital memory, with MIDI-control technology. The
console is moveable to any location on the main chancel level, allowing full view of the performers
at our organ concerts.
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