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Christmas Eve Worship Service 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
December 24, 2021                                                                                                 Ten O’Clock 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please silence all electronic & communication devices. 

 * At these moments, we invite you to stand in body or spirit. 
 

Large print copies of the hymns are available in the narthex or from an usher. 
 

 

Choral Prelude (beginning at 9:30pm)             
 

 Hodie Christus Natus Est              Benjamin Britten 

 Nativity Carol                     John Rutter 

 Two Settings of “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”           Michael Praetorius 

                    Johannes Brahms 

 He Shall Feed His Flock                       G.F. Handel 
  Sarah Pozderac-Chenevey, mezzo-soprano and Jean Burnquist, soprano 

 Today the Virgin                      John Tavener 

 Prelude on ‘Greensleeves’                  Richard Purvis 

 Virgin Slumber Song  (Jean Burnquist, soprano)                         Max Reger 

 

Call to Worship 
 

 Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

 People: those who lived in the land of deep darkness on them light has shined. 
 

  
Lighting of the Christ Candle                                                                                             John 1:1-14 

 

We light the Christ Candle symbolizing the peace established in all 

of creation upon the Advent of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 
Response to Lighting of the Christ Candle                                            CHRISTIE SANCTORUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Hymn No. 133                     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                ADESTE FIDELES 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 

 O come; O come ye to Bethlehem! 

 Come, and behold him, born the the King of angels! 

 O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;  

 O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 



2. True God from true God, Light from light eternal,  

 Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 very God, begotten, not created! 

 O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;  

   O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

 3.  Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 

   Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

   Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 

   O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;  

   O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

 4.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

   Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

   Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 

   O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;  

   O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

*Prayer of Adoration 
 Leader:  Good and gracious God, long ago on this holy night, 

   in the region of Judea, in the city of Bethlehem 

   you gave us your Son. 

 People:  The Lord of the universe came among us 

   wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

 Leader:  On this night, in the region of Stark, in the city of Canton, 

   draw us into the mystery of your love. 

 People:  Join our voices with the heavenly host that we may sing your glory on high. 

   Give us a place among the shepherds, 

   that we may find the one for whom we have waited.  Amen. 
    

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

 Great God, 

  tell us again of the Savior’s birth, so long ago, in the city of Bethlehem. 

 Tell us again that life can be abundant in faith and hope and love, 

  not because of who we are, 

  but because of what you have given us in Jesus Christ.    Amen. 

 

Kyrie    from Missa Brevis St. Joannis de Deo               Franz Josef Haydn (1732-1809) 
   Kyrie eleison.   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   Christe eleison.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
   Kyrie eleison.   Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

  because he will save his people from their sins.”  (Matthew 1:21) 

 People: This night all creation sings a new song.  All is made new. 

  Christ is born.  All is well. 

 Leader: Friends, believe the good news.  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 Unison: Praise be to God, who sends the Son.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 



Response to the Assurance of Pardon                                                      
           from Missa Brevis St. Joannis de Deo                                                                      Haydn  

  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 Et in terra pax 

 hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
  

 Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. 

 Adoramus te. Glorificamus te. 
  

 Gratias agimus tibi 

 propter magnam gloriam tuam. 
  

 Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 

 Deus Pater omnipotens. 
  

 Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. 

 Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, 

 Filius Patris. 
  

  

 Qui tollis peccata mundi, 

 miserere nobis. 
 

  

 Qui tollis peccata mundi, 

 suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
  

 Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 

 miserere nobis. 
  

 Quoniam tu solus sanctus. 

 Tu solus Dominus. 

 Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe. 
  

 Cum Sancto Spiritu 

 in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

 
        

The Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

 

Epistle Reading         The Birth of the Spirit                                        Titus 3:4-7 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord.                                                                               Pew Bible page 969 

 People: Thanks be to God.                                                           Large Print Pew Bible page 262 

 

Carol                                  French Carol; arr. Carolyn Jennings 
 

 1. Ding Dong! Merrily on high in heav’n the bells are ringing, 

 Ding Dong! Verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing. 

 Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis! 
 

 2. E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 

 And “i-o, i-o, i-o,” by priest and people sungen. 

 Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis! 
 

 3. Pray you dutifully prime your Matin chime, ye ringers;  

 May you beautifully rime your Evetime Song, ye singers. 

 Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis! 

Glory to God in the highest. 

And on earth peace 

to all those of good will. 
 

We praise thee.  We bless thee. 

We worship thee.  We glorify thee. 
 

We give thanks to thee 

According to thy great glory. 
 

Lord God, Heavenly King, 

God the Father almighty. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son. 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father. 
 

 

Thou who takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 
 

 

Thou who takest away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Thou who sittest at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy upon us. 
 

For Thou alone art holy. 

Thou alone art the Lord. 

Thou alone art the most high, Jesus Christ. 
 

With the Holy Spirit 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 



Gospel Reading                                        The Birth of Jesus Christ                              Luke 2:1-14 

 Leader: The Gospel of  the Lord.               Pew Bible pages 832-833 

 People: Thanks be to God.                                                           Large Print Pew Bible page 71 

 
*Hymn No. 119                                 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                              MENDELSSOHN 

  

Sermon                                “Boundless Spirit”                        Rev. David L. de Vries 
 

This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by 

his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

 

Our Response to The Word 

 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)                                                    Excerpt from A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

  We trust in Jesus Christ, 
    fully human, fully God. 
   Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
    preaching good news to the poor 
     and release to the captives, 
    teaching by word and deed 
     and blessing the children, 
    healing the sick 
     and binding up the brokenhearted, 
    eating with outcasts, 
     forgiving sinners, 
     and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
    Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
    Jesus was crucified, 
     suffering the depths of human pain 
     and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
    God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
     vindicating his sinless life, 
     breaking the power of sin and evil, 
     delivering us from death to life eternal. 
   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (unison)    

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
At the Offertory 
       Anthem                           “Cradle Hymn”                                                                              Kim Andre Arnesen 
 

 Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber; 

 Holy angels guard thy bed; 

 Heavenly blessings without number 

 Gently falling on thy head 



 See the kindly shepherds round him 

 Telling wonders from the sky! 

 When they sought Him, there they found Him 

 With his Virgin-Mother by 

 

 See the lovely babe a-dressing; 

 Lovely infant, how He smiled! 

 When He wept, the mother's blessing 

 Soothed and hushed the holy child 

 

 Mayst thou live to know and fear Him 

 Trust and love Him all thy days; 

 Then go dwell forever near Him 

 See His face, and sing His praise! 
 What did the angels see when they looked down upon this ordinary town? 

 

*Presentation       (standing) 

 Hymn No. 145 (stanza 3 — sung by all)                                                                               Greensleeves 
  

 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, one and all, to own Him. 

 The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby. 

 Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

    
 

  

Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

 

Sending 
(Ushers light candles) 

 

 

Hymn No. 124 (Sung by choir)                                                                             “Still, Still, Still"  

 

*Hymn No. 122                                                                        Franz Gruber; desc., Gerre Hancock 

 

 1. Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 

  Round yon virgin mother and Child.  Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

  Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2. Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing:  “Alleluia; 
 Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.” 
 

  3. Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure Light 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
*Christmas Eve Prayer (unison) 

  Great God, as you came at night when all was still, 
   so enter our lives this night. 
  Illumine our paths with the light of Christ’s presence, 
   that we may clearly see the way before us, the truth to speak 
   and the life to live for him, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
   one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 



*Hymn No. 134                                                                                  “Joy to the World” 
 
(Please extinguish candles) 
*Benediction 
 
 

*Organ Voluntary      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!”                                David Willcocks 
 
The Cathedral Hour this Christmas Eve is given in memory of Jim and Suzie Burnett by their 
children and their families.  
 
 
 
 

A blessed and joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year 
to all and to your loved ones. 

 

 
 

Candle Safety 
In the interest of fire safety, we are asking Christmas Eve participants to observe the following 
precautions: 
1. Drip guards provided must stay on each candle. 
2. Candles must be disposed of in the containers provided at each exit. 
 

The use of candles is a very meaningful part of our Christmas Eve Service.  Your cooperation in making 
it safe will help us continue this tradition.  The light will be passed to the congregation by the ushers 
during the Candle Lighting ceremony.  To prevent dripping of melted wax, unlighted candles should be 
tipped into the lighted candle to accept the flame.  Please keep ALL lit candles in an upright position, 
trying not to tip them.  When extinguishing the flame, please cup your hand to the side of the flame and 
lightly blow out the candle. 
 
 

 
 

From Pastor Dave 
In this very busy time of year, some people manage to find even more time to dedicate to the 
ministry of Christ Presbyterian Church. The Worship Ministry and the Food, Clothing, & 
Prayer Ministry are called to special effort in this season.  The choir and the music staff 
dedicate hours of practice time to perfect our worship and praise.  The Deacons Board reaches 
out in additional ways to meet needs of our homebound.  The CPC office staff and custodians 
manage a work load increase that would frustrate the best at their craft, and they do it with 
grace and excellence.  Even the children go all out to present to everyone “good news of great 
joy for all the peoples . . .”.  
 

To everyone who has worked to make this Advent/Christmas season so extraordinarily special . 
. . thank you.  You are living examples of Christ at work in our midst.  May the Lord bless you 
and keep you. 

Sunday, January 2, we will be taking down the 

Christmas decorations.  We need several people to help 

take down the trees, wreaths, garland, and bows.  This 

will take place after the 10:30 worship service. The more 

helpers we have, the faster the task is completed.  A 

simple meal will be provided.  Please sign up in Cloister 

Hall if you can help. 



Christ Presbyterian Church Staff 
Ministers:  The People of Christ Church 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. David de Vries 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Michael Wallace 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Dr. Eldon Trubee 

 Director of Music & Organist:  Heather Cooper 
Director of Chancel Choir:  Britt Cooper 

Director of Children’s and Family Ministries:  Jennifer George 
Pastor and Director of Camp Wakonda:  Rev. Benjamin George 

Business Administrator/Assistant Treasurer:  Diane Nave 
Financial Assistant/Secretary:  Tracie Schmolt 
Custodians:  Kurt A. Gottschick & Ron Pelger 

Sound Technician:  Brian Ohler 
Mission Co-Worker in Thailand:  Esther Wakeman 

Elders of 
Christ Presbyterian 

Church 
 

Charles Ash 
Becky Banfield 

Shawn Campbell 
John Haas 

Jerry Norton 
Nancy Okonak 

Bert Smith 
Lori Sproul 

Byrdie Stocker 

Holiday Office/Building Hours 
In observance of the Christmas and New Year Holiday,  

the Church office and Building Hours will be as follows: 

 

Friday, December 24—Office Closed All Day 

Building Open for Evening Services 

Monday, December 27—Office/Building Closed All Day 

Friday, December 31—Office/Building Closed All Day 

Monday, January 3—Office/Building Closed All Day 

Please Note: 
December 26 & January 2 

Combined Worship at 

10:30 am 

No 8:30 am Worship  

& No Sunday School for 

Children or Adults 

2022 Offering Envelopes 
If you requested envelopes, you will find them in alphabetical order on the table in 

Cloister Hall.  If you do not find envelopes with your name, and would like to receive 

them, please call the church office or print your name on the pad found on the table.  

If you are not able to pick up your envelopes, please call the church office, and we will 

gladly mail them out to you. 

 
 

2021 Charitable Contribution Deduction: 
 Please remember that all cash donations and/or stock transfers must be deliv-
ered to the Church Financial Office by December 31, 2021, in order to claim them 
as a charitable contribution deduction on your 2021 tax returns.  Checks placed in 
the Church offering on the first Sunday in 2022 will not qualify for a charitable con-
tribution deduction in 2021, even if the check is predated to 2021 or was actually 
written in 2021. 
 When contributing stock, please send a letter of direction and intent to Merrill 
Lynch and also a copy to myself in the church office. 
    Thank you, 
    Diane Nave 


