Christ Presbyterian Church
530 Tuscarawas St. West
Canton, Ohio 44702

The Agony in the Garden – Date: ca. 1590-1595; oil on canvas
Domenikos Theotokopoulos, called El Greco , Spanish (born Crete), 1541-1614
In the Toledo (Ohio) Museum of Art
The Agony in the Garden elevates spiritual concerns over the representa-on of the physical world.
Jesus is shown praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, located on the Mount of Olives outside
Jerusalem, just before his arrest for his teachings (Judas and the Roman soldiers are approaching
at the right). El Greco communicates Christ’s spiritual struggle (in Greek, agonia, “agony”) as he
contemplates his coming crucifixion through Christ’s expressive face and pose, the otherworldly
light and strident colors, and the confusing sense of space and form (where exactly is the angel in
relationship to the sleeping apostles?). Combining aspects from all four Gospel accounts, El Greco
gives visual form to Matthew 26:42— “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away
unless I drink it, may your will be done.”

Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021
7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021
7:00 pm
“So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly,
I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one
who sent them.” -- John 13:14-16

Gathering In-Person and Streamed Live
Organ Prelude

“Meditation”

Maurice Duruflé

Call to Worship
Jesus said:
John 13:34
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another.
On this day
Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of
those who would slay him.
On this day
Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper room.
On this day
Christ took a towel and washed the disciples'
feet, giving us an example that we should do to
others as he has done to us.
On this day
Christ our God gave us this holy feast,
that we who eat this bread and drink this cup
may here proclaim his holy sacrifice and be
partakers of his resurrection, and at the last day
may reign with him in heaven.
*Hymn No. 503
Verse 1: All
Verse 2: Cantor
Verse 3: All

“Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation”

*Prayer of the Day (in unison)
Holy God, source of all love, on
the night of his betrayal
Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment,
to love one another as he loved them. Write
this commandment in our hearts;
give us the will to serve others as
he was the servant of all, who gave
his life and died for us, yet is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Confession and Pardon
Call to Confession
The proof of God's amazing love is this:
while we were sinners Christ died for us.
Because we have faith in him,
we dare to approach God with confidence.
In faith and penitence let us confess our
sin before God and one another.
Silence
Confession of Sin (in unison)
Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never
broken, we confess that we fail to fulfill your will.
Though you have bound yourself to us, we will not
bind ourselves to you. In Jesus Christ you serve us
freely, but we refuse your love and withhold
ourselves from others. We do not love you fully
or love one another as you command.
In your mercy, forgive and cleanse us.
Lead us once again to your table
and unite us to Christ, who is the bread of life
and the vine from which we grow in grace.
Kyrie—Hymn No. 551 (sung by all)
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy upon us.

Rom. 5:8; Heb. 4:16

(Stand)
*Declaration of Forgiveness
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.
I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are
forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your
sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
*Hymn No. 215
WONDROUS LOVE
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the heavy cross for my soul!

THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Reading
Exodus 12:1-14
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The First Passover Instituted

Silence
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

Epistle Reading
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Institution of the Last Supper

Silence
Hymn No. 207
Verses 1-4 Cantor sings verse, all join with the refrain.

Sharing Paschal Bread and Wine

Gospel Reading
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Lector: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

Meditation
“Even Judas?”
Rev. Michael Wallace
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.”
Affirmation of Faith (in unison, from “A Brief Statement of Faith”)
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ,
fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children,
healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

THE EUCHARIST
*Invitation to the Table
*The Great Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader:
People:
Leader:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God,
creator and ruler of the universe. You bring forth bread from the earth,
and create the fruit of the vine.

People:

You made us in your image, and feed us from the bonds of slavery.
You claimed us as your people, and made covenant to be our God.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs
and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name:

*Hymn No. 552
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.
(Please be seated.)
Leader:

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
whom you sent to deliver us from the bondage of death and slavery to sin.
In humility he descends from your heights,
to kneel in obedience to love’s commands.
He who is free takes our place in death’s prison.
In the deserts of our wanderings, he sustains us,
giving us his body as manna for our weariness.

People:

The cup of suffering which he drank has become for us the cup of salvation.
In his death, he ransomed us from death’s dominion;
in his resurrection, he opened the way to eternal life.

Leader:

Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts,
we take this bread and this cup from the gifts you have given us,
and celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.
Great is the mystery of faith:

Response: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Leader:

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and cup,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ
and with all who are baptized in his name,
that we may be one in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
Give us strength to serve you faithfully
until the promised day of resurrection,
when, with the redeemed of all the ages,
we will feast with you at your table in glory.

People:

Through Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever.
AMEN.

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup
Communion of the People
Communion Music
Ubi caritas

Ola Gjeilo

Prayer After Communion (in unison)
God of grace, your Son Jesus Christ
left us this holy meal of bread and wine
in which we share his body and blood.
May we who have celebrated this sign of his great love
show in our lives the fruits of his redemption;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Hymn No. 226

“There in God’s Garden”

Verse 1: All
Verse 2: Cantor
Verse 3: All

Tolling of the Tower Bell & Stripping of the Chancel
The candles are extinguished, and all symbols, paraments, decorations, and banners are
removed from the worship space, signifying the barrenness of God’s people during the three
days of Christ’s passion and death. The congregation may bow or kneel in silent prayer.

Remain for Meditation or Depart in Silence

7:00pm

Friday, April 2
Good Friday
Gathered Worship (Reservations required). Also offered live via YouTube and Facebook.
Saturday, April 3
Holy Saturday
12:00 Noon The Annual CPC Easter Egg Hunt (An outdoor event)

THE DAY OF RESURRECTION
Sunday, April 4
7:00am
Gathered Worship in the Courtyard
(in case of inclement weather, this service will move indoors)
9:00am
Gathered Worship in the Sanctuary (Reservations Required)
10:30am
Streamed worship via YouTube and Facebook (Pre-recorded)
Broadcast on WHBC AM Radio
11:00am
Gathered Worship in the Sanctuary (Reservations Required)
All gatherings are limited to 100 persons with the expectation that people will practice social
distancing and remain masked. We are asking church members and friends to sign up in advance
to reserve a space in the Sanctuary for each worship/event.
Reservations can be made via the church website
.

