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Christ Presbyterian Church 
530 Tuscarawas Street, West ���� Canton, Ohio 44702     

Phone (330) 456-8113; Fax (330) 456-8115 
Website:  www.cantoncpc.org 

General Office Email:  cpcoffice@cantoncpc.org 

PRAYER CHAIN: 
Whenever there’s a need for 

prayer, please call one of our 

Prayer Chain co-chairs: 

Sandy Kohler ~ 330-575-5874 

midnightingaletoo@gmail.com 

Judy Smith ~ 330-771-0598 

judithllsmith@gmail.com 

Carol Orin ~ 330-327-6543 

jlocao4638@gmail.com 

 
FRIENDS HELPING 

FRENDS: 
If you are in need of temporary 

assistance or medical equipment, 

we want you to know that we care.  

God has His hand in this ministry, 

sees your need, and wants you to 

receive this assistance through 

Friends Helping Friends.   

Please do not hesitate to  

call coordinator: 

Sue Nelson—330-832-2999 

 

WORSHIP 
 

Sundays 10:30 am via: 

 

www.facebook.com/ 

CantonCPC/live 

All gatherings are limited to 70 persons with the expectation that 

people will practice social distancing and remain masked.  We are 

asking church members and friends to sign up in advance to reserve a 

space in the Sanctuary for each worship/event.  Reservations can be made by 

calling the church office or via the church website.  Reservations for any 

given Sunday begin the Monday prior.   

Thursday, April 1 Maundy Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Gathered Worship (Reservations required).   

  Also offered live via YouTube and Facebook.     

Friday, April 2 Good Friday 

7:00 p.m. Gathered Worship (Reservations required).   

 Also offered live via YouTube and Facebook.   

  

Saturday, April 3 Holy Saturday    

Noon The Annual CPC Easter Egg Hunt  

 (An outdoor event—rain or shine.  Masks are required.) 

 Dress for the weather and bring your basket.  Enjoy a Special 

Message & then the HUNT begins!  (For children 12 and 

younger) 

THE DAY OF RESURRECTION—Sunday, April 4  
7:00 a.m.        Gathered Worship in the Courtyard 

(in case of inclement weather, this 

service will move indoors) 

9:00 a.m.        Gathered Worship in the Sanctuary 

(Reservations Required) 

10:30 a.m. Streamed worship via YouTube and Facebook (Pre-recorded); 

Broadcast on WHBC AM Radio 

11:00 a.m. Gathered Worship in the Sanctuary (Reservations Required) 



Concert Series 
Fresh Aire 

Nancy Paterson, harp & Dianne Williams, flute 
 

Sunday, April 25, 2021—4:00 p.m. 
The delicate sounds of harp and flute combine  

in lush arrangements of classical selections. 
 

Available online, streamed through CPC Facebook and YouTube.  
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 Just so you know, I am looking forward to the day when I feel I can write a congrega�onal le�er 

or Tydings ar�cle without having to focus on the pandemic.  Like most of you, I’m �red of it all.  I want 

some restora�on of normality, even if some of the elements of “normal” are, forever, a bit different. 

 We have each, in our own ways, coped with the medical, social, and poli�cal chaos of the last 

twelve months.  Personally, I felt like I excelled the last nine months of 2020.  Since the beginning of this 

new year, however, I have found myself, down, lethargic, and uninterested in just about everything.  

Then, over the last couple of weeks, two restora�ve things have happened.   

 The first was an email from a dear friend who was pondering the wonder and possibili�es of our 

eventual return to gathered worship.  In one way, worship via Facebook, YouTube, and WHBC have been 

a blessing to all of us.  It has kept us connected to one another and focused on our faith.  On the other 

hand, it has served to remind us of what we have not had, a shared physical presence.  This, in turn, has 

exasperated our sense of isola�on.  The fact that we lost the ability to abide in our shared “sacred space” 

no doubt compounded our sense of “aloneness.”   

 My friend noted that ge3ng back to gathered worship will go a long way to diminish our isola�on 

and restore our connectedness.  And me?  I am reminded that gathered worship in the sanctuary will go 

some way in restoring/renewing the sense of the holy in my midst.  Please know you are invited, 

encouraged, even prodded to return to gathered worship as soon as you feel safe and comfortable in 

doing so.        

 The second restora�ve event unfolded at one of the Lenten worship/prayer gatherings that have 

taken place these last few weeks.  These have been our first gathered worship experiences in twelve 

months.  Average a�endance has been about 30.  We have been very public about our expecta�ons of 

those coming; social distancing and face masks have been required.  No hymns would be sung, music 

would be provided by Heather and Bri�, and the pastors would do all the talking and praying (and that, 

from a safe distance!).   

 Everything was going as planned…un�l it was �me for The Lord’s Prayer.  Pastor Ben started.  

And what was he supposed to do?  Should he have paused mid-prayer to tell everyone to be quiet? “Shut

-up and listen!”  I doubt it would have made any difference.  Besides, everyone kept their masks in place, 

and nobody shouted it out in their neighbors’ face.  And frankly, it felt right.  It felt good.   

 The staff talked about it (via Zoom!) the next day.  Bri� confessed the moment brought tears to 

his eyes.  Michael and Ben had similar responses.  All I know is that goosebumps covered my body.  Now I 

find myself an�cipa�ng that moment when faces fill the sanctuary again, and voices respond with words 

of praise and prayer.  I’m beginning to an�cipate children running up for the children’s sermon and the 

choir standing to begin their anthem.  I’m beginning to an�cipate certain words of invita�on that I am so 

very privileged to speak: “Let us prepare for the feast!” 

 We will do it together.  Soon, and very soon. 

Pastor Dave 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
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Under the Mountain 
This last month, as I was preparing my sermon on the Ten Commandments, I 

happened upon the most fascinating Rabbinic traditions that never made it into my 
sermon, but that I thought they were worth sharing 
here. So often, when we read Scripture in English, 
the translators have smoothed out the roughness of 
the original Biblical texts (the Old Testament being 
in Hebrew and the new in Koine Greek). These 
rough places pique the interest of commentators 
going back millennia and they write on them 
extensively. One such verse in the Hebrew Bible is Exodus 19:17 (seen here in the 
Leningrad Codex), which in English simply reads, “Moses brought the people out of the 
camp to meet God. They took their stand at the foot of the mountain.” What has struck 
ancient commentators is the line that the people took their stand “at the foot of the 

mountain.” In Hebrew, the words ( /בתחתית ההרb’tahtit hahar) translate most literally as 
under the mountain! We might just dismiss this as a metaphor, suggesting that, perhaps, 
the people were under the shadow of the big mountain or at its base; however, Rabbis 
through the ages have interpreted this differently and can be grouped into two different 
camps. 

Both camps take the phrase literally and actually envision that “the mountain was 
torn from its place and [the people] came forward and stood under the 

mountain” (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 19:17). Rabbi Avdimi bar Ḥama bar Ḥasa 
represents the first camp and said that “the verse teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be 
He, overturned the mountain above the Jews like a tub, and said to them: If you accept 
the Torah, excellent, and if not, there will be your burial” (Shabbat 88a) In this 
interpretation, the mountain is suspended overhead as a possible weapon of death if the 
people do not accept the Torah. 

The other Jewish interpretation takes a completely different view and understand 
that the suspended mountain is not an instrument of death, but instead it is an 
expression of love and faithfulness. In the Jewish 
tradition, the chuppah (or huppah) is a canopy (see 
here) under which a Jewish couple will stand during 
their wedding ceremony. The canopy recalls the tent 
of Abraham his great hospitality to the three visitors 
(Genesis 18) and also should make one think of the 
moving tabernacle where God’s presence dwelt 
alongside the people in the wilderness. This 
interpretation draws out a very different vision and sees the mountain over the people as 
a chuppah, meaning that this is the wedding ceremony between Israel the bride and God 
the groom. God speaks the Ten Commandments to the people as a way of enacting the 
wedding covenant and the Torah serves as the ketubah or marriage contract. 

Many Christians often want a single answer to the question of, “What does this 
passage mean?” For the Rabbis and in the broader Jewish tradition, they are quite 
comfortable holding onto two diametrically opposed interpretations of the same story! 
What are we to take away from these very different conclusions? When I consider the 
first image of the mountain as an instrument of death, I’m reminded that in the Ancient 
Near East, when two parties would enact a treaty, they would often have a clause 
suggesting that if they didn’t uphold their end of the bargain, they would incur some 
injury, loss, or even death. Perhaps, we should understand this first interpretation as a 
vision of covenant making—God and the people are formalizing their relationship and, 
if they don’t keep up their end of the bargain, they’ll be hurt. When considering the 
second image, I love the idea that the mountain becomes a symbol for the marriage 
between God and God’s people. Indeed, this beautiful Rabbinic interpretation precedes 
Christian understanding of the relationship between Christ and the Church as being 
between a groom and his bride. So, to which idea should we subscribe? I say, why not 
both? Even though some of the imagery is different, the end goal is the same: God is 
ratifying and realizing God’s covenant with the people. In the end, this God is our God 
and we are God’s people. 

       Pastor Michael 

Camp Wakonda 
Registration is OPEN 

for this summer! 
Go to www.wakondacamp.org  

to sign up today! 
 

WAKONDA STILL 
NEEDS STAFF! 

We are looking for: 
• Head Cook 
• Kitchen Assistants  
• Maintenance Assistants  
 

Please contact Pastor Ben 
for more details 

(bgeorge@cantoncpc.org) 
 

Camp Wakonda 
Wish List 

 
Want to help Camp Wakonda 
get ready for summer?? 
 
Check out our Amazon Wish 
List at https://
www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/EI3P3DR693VV?
ref_=wl_share 
 
If you would prefer to give 
directly to Wakonda, go 
to https://give.classy.org/
SupportWakonda 
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Check out the new elevator! As soon as we get a final inspection 

and certificate from the state we’ll be all set! 

The Pine Room received a lovely floor update! 

What do these new parking spaces in our parking lot mean? 

Isn’t the new main office just lovely? 

You will notice that the closest row in our new parking lot are all listed as “Mobility Friendly” 

spaces. These differ from the “Handicap Parking Only” spots that require a permit to park in.   

Mobility Friendly spots are wider than a traditional parking spot which are a huge benefit in 

situations such as: 

• Cars that have a passenger that needs help getting out of the vehicle 

• A person is using a cane or crutches and needs a little extra space to maneuver.  

• A parent needs the extra space to secure a child in a car seat or to pull out a baby carrier.  

• Any person who could use a little extra space but doesn’t have a ADA permit. 

Hope this clarification helps! 



SESSION NOTES  
MARCH 16, 2021 

 Opening prayer by Pastor Dave.  Minutes from 

February Mee�ng approved.  Clerk’s report approved. 

  Finance Report: In March the PPP loan (paycheck 

protec�on plan) for $83,000 was forgiven. 

The Church has received the second loan for $106,000. 

Camp Funds: we expect to break even. 

 Reports: 

• Ben George—the Tupperware Fundraiser raised 

$500 for Camp Wakonda.  Wakonda's Strategic 

Planning Task Force is se3ng its first date for 

gathering on Zoom. They will be crea�ng a 5-year 

goal plan that will include the design of a newly 

formed Camp Wakonda Board. This group will work 

alongside the staff to guide Wakonda's ministry in 

the future.  Camp has added a few more small guest 

groups to the calendar and has retained all of the 

typical guest groups. Camper registra�ons are on par 

with recent years (ahead of data from 3 or more 

years ago). Many posi�ons have been filled for Staff 

but a few are s�ll needed. Head cook, kitchen 

assistants and Maintenance staff are s�ll needed. 

• Dave DeVries—The church is working on making 

CPC a pop-up vaccina�on site for the downtown 

Community.   The Pastor's class is going well.  Steve 

Andrews has been doing very well and is an asset to 

the staff. 

•  Jennie George—on vaca�on. 

• Michael Wallace—on vaca�on. 

 Old Business:  Spirit and Space report was given by 

Jerry Norton. They are close to the point that the official 

responsibili�es are star�ng to wrap up with only a few 

more mee�ngs to go.  The Recency has done a wonderful 

and very professional job with this renova�on. The 

quality of the work and the respect of the workers for the 

Sanctuary has been amazing. 

 Mo�ons for Session:   Moved: That Session 

approve the disbursements from the Heritage House 

Legacy Fund as recommended by the advisory 

commi�ee. 

      $ 10,000 to Habitat for Humanity Faith Build Project 

      $ 11,000 to Hammer and Nails Safe at Home Project 

   $ 11,000 to Legal Aid Society Housing Stability Project 

The mo�on was approved. 

 There will be a congrega�onal Mee�ng on Sunday 

May 2, 2021. 

 The mee�ng closed with Prayer. 

 

Submi�ed by Byrdie Stocker 
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Beginning on Sunday, April 11, 2021, the Christ 

Presbyterian Church family will again be called to 

worship together on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  

Though we are exceedingly grateful for the giNs of 

streamed and broadcasted worship as an interim 

measure in a �me of crisis, we all look forward to 

worshipping with friends and family joined together.   

 

Isaiah reminds us that we were created to praise 

God; “…the people whom I formed for myself so that 

they might declare my praise.”  The invita�on to join 

others in worship (“Oh come, let us worship and bow 

down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!”) fills 

us with a wholeness that simply feels good, right, 

faithful, and true.   

 

Even as those who are able will gather together on 

Sunday mornings, the 10:30 worship service will 

con�nue to be live-streamed via Facebook and 

YouTube and broadcast on WHBC for those unable to 

join in person.   

 

For the next several weeks we are asking those able 

to gather for worship to please make a reserva�on.  

Upon arrival you will receive an Order of Worship 

and be free to find a seat among those available.  We 

will be asking everyone to remain masked 

throughout the service, even when sharing the liturgy 

and singing.  In this way we care for one another 

while enduring only a slight inconvenience.   
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After receiving feature articles in both the 
Canton Repository and the Malone student 
paper, the Corona Bible project is picking up 
speed!  The Malone University community 
has adopted the book of Isaiah and other 
congregations are considering other books 
of the Hebrew Bible to adopt. 

 
A few dozen submissions like this one above from elder Edith 
Ophardt have been received.  Initially, we had hoped to complete 
the project by Pentecost, but it seems that we need more time and 
are extending our deadline all the way to Christmas.  This means 
that you, your family, your small group, and other communities to 
which you belong now have more time to consider how you might 
meditate on holy Scripture and write out the words of some of 
your favorite passages by hand.  As always, if you would like to 
participate, sign up on our church website or contact pastor 
Michael Wallace by email mwallace@cantoncpc.org.   Thanks! 
 

For more information and to claim a chapter, please visit 
www.cantoncpc.org/learn-grow/canton-corona-bible/ 

Canton Corona Bible Project 

1 Peg Stewart, Molly U�erback 

2 John Haas, Cheryl Hamilton, Marian Henderson 

3 Emmerich Burdeshaw, Jack Hazen, Perry Randau, Mary 

Lou Reiman, Loren Souers 

4 Erica Davison, Moriah Roberts 

5 Nancy Converse, Mark Cooper, Laurel Kehl, Diane 

Klinger, Pam McCahan 

6 Terri Bate, Alice Rauch 

8 Parthena Halkides 

9 Maggie DeLap, Phillip Hamilton, Jack Milligan, Dave 

Morgan 

10 Naomi Chenevey, Grady Shea 

11 Sam Angeli, Roman Benne�, Donald Sco� 

12 Chuck Ash, Elbert Magoon 

14 Lucas Hon 

15 Melinda Andrews, Jonathan McCahan, Lindsay Walters 

16 Harriet Leadbe�er 

17 Carol Burt 

19 Vern Hershberger, Debbie Roth 

20 Andy Smith-Penzel 

21 John Baker, Auriana Plains, Erika Postlewaite 

22 Carl Sorenson, Jack Timken 

23 Cheyene Andrews, Kori Hulit, Jeff Leon, Sco� Sproul 

24 Linda Leon 

26 Abbey Allerding, James Campbell, Robert Eadie 

27 Mike Angeli, Becky Blackford, Dave Moss 

28 Cheryl Doria, Jim Sorenson, Ken Wulff 

29 Mackenzie Becker, Mike Gravilla 

30 Lexis Andrews 

Christ Church celebrates birthdays of members  

who are 95 years or more:   

John Baker (95) - April 21 

McKinley Wedding Reenactment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before Covid-19 put life on hold, we had hoped to hold 
a wedding reenactment for William McKinley and Ida 
Saxton in January 2021. This would have commemorated 
(and would’ve been closest to) their 150th wedding 
anniversary. In conversations with the National First 
Ladies’ Library, we have decided to hold reenactments 
on Friday, June 4. This will coincide with downtown 
Canton’s First Friday event and there will be multiple 
reenactments that evening. Please mark your calendars 
and be on the lookout for more details coming soon! 

We have received a sizeable gift in the form of two checks 

sent directly from a bank, but without any donor 

information.  If you have recently given a gift in this way, 

please contact Steve Andrews, 330-456-8113 ext. 100 so 

you are given credit for your donation. 



 

Gifts can be given online at www.cantoncpc.org or mailed to the Church office. 

FINANCIAL NOTES 
 

 YTD 2/28/21 YTD 2/29/20 

Beginning Balance Opera�ng Funds as of 7/1 $ 125,138  $  152,147 

 Revenue Pledges  386,391 440,232

  Other  30,010 16,162

  Trusts & Endowments         39,564 39,015 

 Total Income $ 455,965 $495,409 

 Expenses Opera�ng Expenses  (474,665) (398,035)
   

Ending Balance Opera�ng Funds as of 6/30/21  $106,438   $249,522 

 

This repor%ng reflects the General and Camp Funds  from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR PLEDGE CURRENT.   THANK YOU! 

STEWARDSHIP—February 

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.   

2 Corinthians 9:7, NIV 

Average Monthly  February—21 February—20 

A�endance 0* 201  

General Fund Income $54,164 $48,985 

 G/F Budget Needed $61,298 $62,235 

Monthly Net + / -  (7,134)  (13,250)  

*ONLINE STREAMING OF SERVICES DUE TO COVID-19 

What to expect: 
 

A fun activity and devotion every 

meeting.   All 6th-12th graders are 

welcome.   Currently, we meet 

on Zoom, Sundays @ 4pm, but 

stay tuned for updates. 

 

If you are unable to participate in 

our meetings, you can join us in 

two special projects! 

� Letter Writing Project: join us 

in reaching out to isolated 

populations.   

� Corona Bible Project: writing 

out a chapter of the Bible by 

hand as a spiritual practice 

 

If interested, please contact 

Bonnie: 

bwiggins@cantoncpc.org  

Sign up for YOUTH Remind!  
 

Text @cantoncp to the 
number 81010 
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Devotions in April will 

study the Gospel 

stories of Easter and practice 

different ways to pray. 

SAVE THE DATE:  

CPC Family  

Scavenger Hunt 

on  

Sunday, April 18th 

at 3pm!  

Get Ready for a CPC  
Family Scavenger Hunt! 

  

Mark your calendars for the 

afternoon of  

Sunday, April 18th from  

3:00-4:30pm!   
 

Families will begin from their home and end at the church  

for a time of socially distanced outdoor fellowship!  
 

Details about the route will be coming home soon,  

but please RSVP by April 6th if your family is  

planning on participating to Jennie or Bonnie  

so that there is time to plan the routes.  

 

Thank you! 



CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

530 Tuscarawas Street, West 

Canton, Ohio 44702 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

The Church is charged for every 

returned Newsletter. 

 

If you have moved,  

or changed a seasonal address,  

please notify the church office. 

Thank you. 

 

To be added to the Tydings email 

list or to submit an article for 

Tydings, please email 

dnave@cantoncpc.org  

no later than  

Wednesday, April 21. 
 

April TYDINGS  
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Christian sympathy  

is extended  

to the Morris/Repasky 

Family.  

General Schedule 
Unless otherwise noted, meetings of the church are on ZOOM and 

services are broadcast on YouTube, Facebook, and on WHBC.  Check 

your emails for the Zoom invitations to the various meetings. 
 

Sundays  

• 9:00-9:15 am Kids’ Chapel Time 

• 9:15-9:45 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal  

• 10:30-11:30 am Worship Service (Facebook, YouTube, and WHBC) 

• 4:00 pm Gathered Worship in Sanctuary (Reservations required) 

• 4:00-5:30 pm Youth Group (weekly info will be emailed) 
 

Mondays  

• 10:00am Church Staff Meeting  

• Church School Meetings:  5:30-6:00 pm Little Learners (3yr-K), 

6:15-6:45 pm Grades 1-7 
 

Tuesdays  

• 9:30-11:00 am Pastor's Bible Study  

• 11:30 am-12:15 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal (in person) 
 

Wednesdays  

• 8:00-9:00 am Men's Bible Study 

• 7:30-9:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study  
 

Thursdays  

• 9:30-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study 

• 7:15-8:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Zoom) 


