Christ Presbyterian Church
530 Tuscarawas Street West, Canton, Ohio 44702

December 13, 2020

The Order For Morning Worship
Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020

10:30 am

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

Organ Voluntary Two Settings of “Savior of the Nations, Come” (Hymn No. 102)
“Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland” BWV 599

J. S. Bach
Helmut Walcha

Welcome & Worship Notes
Call to Worship
The Promised One of God brings good news to the oppressed
and binds up the brokenhearted.
Isaiah 61:1
We are witnesses to the light of Christ!
John 1:7
The Promised One of God proclaims liberty to captives
and release to prisoners.
Isaiah 61:1
We are witnesses to the light of Christ!
The Promised One of God comforts all who mourn
Isaiah 61:2-3
and gives a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
Rejoicing always, praying without ceasing,
1 Thessalonians 5:16-17, 21
holding fast to what is good,
we are witnesses to the light of Christ!
Hymn No. 804

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”

Prayer of the Day
We thank you, O God,
for all those in Scripture who have pointed to Christ:
for your prophets Elijah and Isaiah,
for other prophets, and for John.
John 1:19-21
We thank you, too, for those in our lives who pointed us to Christ:
pastors and teachers, strangers and friends.
Give us eyes to see him today
among those who are oppressed, imprisoned,
Isaiah 61:1-4
brokenhearted, or beaten down, and we will give our testimony, too:
how Christ releases and sets free;
how he turns ashes into garlands;
how he repairs and builds up what was ruined.
We, too, will point others to Jesus, the Light of the world. Amen.

Call to Confession
Old habits and new wrongs wear ruts through our lives and relationships.
But God is able to restore us.
Psalm 126:1, 4
Like water coursing through a desert,
the waters of baptism flow through us,
reminding us that we belong to God and are raised to new life.
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, you love justice;
why, then, do we persist in wrongdoing
Isaiah 61:8
and every form of evil?
1 Thessalonians 5:22
You have given us the gift of your spirit;
why, then, do we quench the Spirit among us?
1 Thessalonians 5:19
You have given us the words of the prophets
1 Thessalonians 5:20
and the Word himself;
why, then, do we ignore what we have heard from you?
You have sent the light into the world;
John 3:19
why, then, have we loved darkness rather than light?
Forgive us. Restore us.
Till and tend us as your garden
Isaiah 61:11
until righteousness and praise spring up,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Kyrie—Hymn No. 579

“Lord, Have Mercy”

Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.

Assurance of Pardon
In Jesus Christ, the Lord has done great things for us!
Even if we have gone out in tears,
God brings us home shouting for joy.
Thanks be to God: we are forgiven!

Psalm 126:3
Psalm 126:6

Response to the Assurance of Pardon
Hymn No. 83 (verses 3 and 4)
STUTTGART
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED
Message for Children
Lighting of the Advent Candles

Joel & Deanna Maze

Response to the Lighting of the Advent Candles
“People, Look East”
Malcolm Archer
Jean Burnquist, soprano * Sarah Pozderac-Chenevey, alto
Chester Willey, tenor * Britt Cooper, baritone

Prayer for Illumination
Holy One, giver of life and light,
as your word is read and proclaimed,
illumine our hearts and minds,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit,
our lives may reflect God’s glory. Amen.
Hebrew Scripture
The Good News of Deliverance
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Prayer for Illumination
Holy One, give of life and light,
as your word is read and proclaimed,
illumine our hearts and minds,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit,
our lives may reflect God’s glory. Amen.
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Hebrew Scripture
The Good News of Deliverance
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“While We Are Waiting, Come”

Hymn No. 92

Led by Virtual Children’s Choir

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
May the Peace of Christ Be With You
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Gospel Reading

John 1:6-8, 19-28
John and Jesus

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Rev. David de Vries

Sermon

“Your Christmas Testimony”
“This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’”

OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Affirmation of Faith
Anthem

“And the glory of the Lord”
Virtual Chancel Choir

The Apostles’ Creed
G. F. Handel

Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God,
teach us to give thanks in all circumstances,
1 Thessalonians 5:18
for you are always with us.
Thank you for the privilege of sharing what we have with others,
of giving ourselves away in love,
and of receiving the gifts that others share with us.
With our whole being, spirit and soul, and body,
1 Thessalonians 5:23b
we rejoice in you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn No. 100
Postlude

“My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”

“Veni, Emmanuel”

Robert J. Powell

AT REST:
Ruby Neil—November 25, 2020
Pat Richter—November 26, 2020
Doris Walters—November 28, 2020

The Cathedral Hour today is given in honor of their 70th Wedding
Anniversary by a member of Christ Church.

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY—December 20, 2020 — Fourth Sunday of Advent

Scripture Readings:
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

Consider: Mary’s song proclaims that God is lifting up the lowly while
scattering the proud, and feeding the hungry while sending the rich away
with empty hands. How does this change the way you think about God’s
coming reign of justice and favor? How does this change the way you live?

2020 Charitable Contribu on Deduc on:
Please remember that all cash dona ons and/or stock transfers must be delivered
to the Church Financial Oﬃce by December 31, 2020, in order to claim them as a
charitable contribu on deduc on on your 2020 tax returns.
When contribu ng stock, please send a le$er of direc on and intent to Merrill
Lynch and also a copy to myself in the church oﬃce. Thank you, Steve Andrews

2021 Oﬀering Envelopes
If you wish to receive 2021 envelopes, please no fy the church
oﬃce and we will gladly mail them out to you or you can
request to pick them up during oﬃce hours.

Holiday Oﬃce/Building Hours
In observance of the
Christmas and New Year Holiday,
the Church oﬃce and Building
will be closed as follows:
Thursday, December 24—Closed All Day
Friday, December 25—Closed All Day
Thursday, December 31—Closed All Day
Friday, January 1—Closed All Day

Is your will or trust
keeping up with you?
With your Christian
commitments?

Women's Bible Study
You are invited to join our women's Bible
study fellowship. We are a "come as you
are, come when you can" group that meets
Thursday mornings 9:30-11:00am on
ZOOM. On January 7, we will begin a new
study on the book of Romans. Please
contact Courtney Wallace for any ques ons or to be added to the
email list.

Thank You for Helping Send Love to Porcupine!
Thank you so very much for your contributions to help
make Christmas happen for our Lakota friends! They
have had a really tough year with Rev. Looking Elk
passing away, the lack of a minister, and the lock down
on the Rez because of Covid. One of the elders was in
the hospital and moved to a nursing home in Chadron.
Both Terry and Sheryl Looking Elk have had the virus
along with others of the Looking Elk family. Sheryl
had her foot amputated. LaVonne’s nephew died from Covid. But they all
continue to persevere! They are witnesses to the faith and the presence of
God in their lives.
Because of your gracious donations we were able to send a Walmart gift card
to each family on our list from Porcupine Church. Even more than the gift
cards, we sent a message that they are not forgotten. Hopefully they feel the
Lord’s presence through our Christmas wishes and know He loves them!
Please continue to keep them all in your prayers!
Mitakuye Oyasin,
Mission West Team

SPIRIT &
SPACE
UPDATE

The Spirit & Space Team is providing periodic updates on
progress of the construction work.
Visit www.cantoncpc.org/spirit-space (or click button link from Home
page), then check the most recent Architectural/Construction Details,
Plans, Photos file. Please check this site often—we will keep the
updates coming.

Christmas Eve Courtyard Caroling
4:30 pm
Join together to sing the Christmas carols that speak of the birth of
Jesus. Social distancing practices will be honored.

Christmas Family Worship
6:30pm ONLINE only
Live stream via Facebook and YouTube
We hear the familiar scriptures, our children share the Christmas
story, and music that transports us to a little town in Bethlehem.

Christmas Eve Festival Concert
9:30pm ONLINE only
Live Stream via Facebook and YouTube
Broadcast live on WHBC 1480 AM
Music of the Season brought to us by Britt & Heather Cooper

Christmas Eve Traditional Worship
10:00pm ONLINE only
Live Stream via Facebook and YouTube
Broadcast live on WHBC 1480 AM
Scripture, Music, and Prayers that speak to the words of the angels:
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people…”

Eucharist will be celebrated
so make your preparations at home.

WORSHIP

Christ Presbyterian Church

Sundays 10:30 am via:

530 Tuscarawas Street West
Canton, Ohio 44702
330-456-8113
cantoncpc.org
cpcoffice@cantoncpc.org

www.youtube.com/
ChristPresbyterianChurchCanton

www.facebook.com/
CantonCPC/live

To be added to the
Tydings email list or to
submit an article for
Tydings, please email
dnave@cantoncpc.org
no later than
Wednesday, Jan. 20.

Daily Grace
CPC Rhythms of Worship and Discipleship
The Week of December 13, 2020
Using Sunday’s Order of Worship, we enter into
worship and prayer every day of the week. We worship together . . . separately.
The Call to Worship
The Prayer of Adoration (Followed by silence)
The Prayer of Confession (Followed by silence)
The Assurance of Pardon
Scripture Readings — Worship texts for Sunday, December 20:
Monday:
2 Samuel 7:1-11
Thursday: Luke 1:26-38
Tuesday:
Psalm 89:1-4
Friday:
2 Samuel 7:16
Wednesday: Romans 16:25-27
Saturday: Psalm 89:19-26
Silent Meditation and Prayer
(Listening for God’s voice in Scripture and silence)
Prayers of the People
(Lifting others before God)
Prayer of Dedication
Becoming Familiar With Holy Scripture
If you wish to become more familiar with the Bible and the best known stories of scripture,
read God’s Intimate Love and Care (Psalm 139).
Christ Presbyterian Church Staff
Ministers: The People of Christ Church
Senior Pastor: Rev. David de Vries
Associate Pastor: Rev. Michael Wallace
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Eldon Trubee
Interim Organist and Director of Children’s Choir & Handbells: Heather Cooper
Interim Director of Chancel Choir: Britt Cooper
Director of Children’s and Family Ministries: Jennifer George
Pastor and Director of Camp Wakonda: Rev. Benjamin George
Business Administrator/Assistant Treasurer: Steve Andrews
Financial Assistant/Secretary: Diane Nave
Administrative Assistant to the Senior Pastor/Secretary: Caryn Smith
Custodians: Kurt A. Gottschick & Ron Pelger
Sound Technician: Brian Ohler
Mission Co-Worker in Thailand: Esther Wakeman

Elders of
Christ Presbyterian
Church
Becky Banfield
Shawn Campbell
Nancy Irving
Jerry Norton
Michael Ophardt
Carol Orin
Bert Smith
Lori Sproul
Byrdie Stocker

Camp Wakonda COVID-Relief UPDATE
Thank you to all of you who have supported Camp Wakonda this
year! Your giving has greatly decreased our deficit due to the Coronavirus.
So far, we have raised $78,460.00 of our $100,000 deficit. You are doing
amazing things to continue this ministry of growing faith in children, youth,
and adults at Camp Wakonda.
If you would still like to give, you can do so in one of two ways:
1) Go to http://bit.ly/WakondaCovid to make a donation right now!
2) Make a check payable to “Camp Wakonda” (with “COVID Relief” in the memo line)
and send it to Christ Presbyterian Church, 530 Tuscarawas St. West, Canton, OH
44702.
Thank you for giving and for your prayers in this challenging time. We are praying for
you too! Shalom, friends!
~ Pastor Ben

Camp Wakonda WISHLIST
Want to support Wakonda in a different way? Check out our Amazon wish list! We
are looking ahead to the program and facility needs for 2021. You can help us get ready for a
great summer by going to: https://bit.ly/WakondaWishList. Some things we're looking for:
archery equipment, craft supplies, tool replacements, various sports balls, and more. Check
out the list and see how you can help camp!

General Schedule
Unless otherwise noted, meetings of the church are on ZOOM and services are
broadcast on YouTube, Facebook, and on WHBC. Check your emails for the Zoom
invitations to the various meetings.
Sundays
• 9:00-9:15 am Kids’ Chapel Time
• 9:15-9:45 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal
• 10:30-11:30 am Worship Service (Facebook, YouTube, and WHBC)
• 4:00-5:30 pm Youth Group (weekly info will be emailed)
Mondays
• 10:00am Church Staff Meeting
• Church School Meetings: 5:30-6:00 pm Little Learners (3yr-K), 6:15-6:45 pm Grades 1
-4; 7:00-7:30 pm Grades 5-7
Tuesdays
• 9:30-11:00 am Pastor's Bible Study
Wednesdays
• 8:00-9:00 am Men's Bible Study
• 7:30-9:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study
Thursdays
• 9:30-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study
• 7:15-8:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Zoom)

What’s New with Youth?
The most up-to-date event
information will be emailed weekly.
What to expect?
A fun activity and devotion every
meeting. We will be using the book The
Case for Christ, Student Edition through
December. All 6th—12th graders are
welcome.
For the month of December, we will plan
to meet on Zoom on Sundays at 4:00pm.
An update will be sent weekly.
For Questions, please contact Bonnie:
bwiggins@cantoncpc.org or
@cantoncpcyouth on Instagram

Youth Sign up for Remind!
We will be using remind.com to
send out reminders about
upcoming youth events.
Visit
the
link
https://
www.remind.com/join/cantoncp
or Text @cantoncp to the
number 81010

