Christmas Eve 2020 at Christ Church

Our cover art, “Trumpeter” was created by local North Canton artist
Tina Meyers and we thank her for letting us use it. You can check out
more of her work on Facebook @eyesplinterart.

Christ Presbyterian Church
530 West Tuscarawas Street, Canton, OH

Choral & Organ Prelude Music at 9:30 p.m.
Service of Holy Communion at 10:00 p.m.
Broadcast at 9:30pm on WHBC-1480 AM

Christmas Eve Worship Service
____________________________________________________________________________
December 24, 2020

Music at 9:30pm
Service at 10:00pm
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Handbell Prelude
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Away in a Manger
In the Bleak Midwinter
Silent Night

arr. Jason Krug

Organ Prelude
Noël
Vocal Solo
Once in Royal David’s City
Carol of the Bells
Cantilena on MENDELSSOHN

Louis Claude Daquin
Jean Burnquist, soprano
David Willcocks
Gerald Near
James Biery

Call to Worship
With the prophet Isaiah,
we proclaim the promise of God:
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isa. 9:2–7

Lighting of the Christ Candle

John 1:1-14

We light the Christ Candle symbolizing the peace established in all
of creation upon the Advent of Jesus of Nazareth.

Opening Hymn No. 133
1.
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him, born the the King of angels!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
2.

True God from true God, Light from light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
very God, begotten, not created!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

3.

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

4.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Prayer of the Day
Glorious God, on this Christmas Eve, we sing beloved carols of Bethlehem,
of shepherds and angels, of Mary and Joseph, and the infant Jesus, our Savior.
Is there yet a new song we can sing to you?
A song to be learned from the heavens and the earth:
where the roar of the sea, the exultation of the fields,
and the joy of the trees are already raised in a chorus of glad rejoicing,
ready to welcome you.
Even if no ear may hear your coming, help us hear the music of creation.
Then, with the whole cosmos, we will sing of your salvation,
declare your glory, and in a crescendo of praise, bless your name:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! Amen.

Ps. 96:1
Ps. 96:11–13a

Ps. 96:2–3

Call to Confession
Friends, the grace of Christ educates us
so that we can live sensible, ethical, and godly lives.
On this eve of his birth,
we confess that we struggle to receive him still.

Titus 2:12

Prayer of Confession
God of Love Incarnate, we confess that, with the shepherds,
we are terrified of your glory; for in glory’s light we see plainly
all that is wrong in the world: how oppression still enslaves;
how garments of war are still stained with blood;
how those seeking refuge still find no place of safety.
We also see what is wrong in us:
how passionately we pursue the things of this world,
but forget to ponder the mystery of faith;
how we do not practice the peace you intend
in our relationships, our community, or even in the church.
Forgive us, we pray, and help us not to be afraid.
Like the shepherds, we want to follow and find you.
In the Savior’s name we pray. Amen.

Kyrie

from Missa Brevis St. Joannis de Deo
Kyrie eleison.
Christe eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

Luke 2:9
Isa. 9:4
Isa. 9:5
Luke 2:7

Franz Josef Haydn (1732-1809)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Pardon
Good news!
Great joy!
In Jesus Christ
the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all.
Glory to God in heaven,
and on earth, peace.

Luke 2:10

Titus 2:11
Luke 2:14

Response to the Assurance of Pardon
from Missa Brevis St. Joannis de Deo

Haydn

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Et in terra pax
hominibus bonae voluntatis.

Glory to God in the highest.
And on earth peace
to all those of good will.

Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.
Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.

We praise thee. We bless thee.
We worship thee. We glorify thee.

Gratias agimus tibi
propter magnam gloriam tuam.

We give thanks to thee
According to thy great glory.

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.

Lord God, Heavenly King,
God the Father almighty.

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe.
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris.

Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father.

Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
suscipe deprecationem nostram.

Thou who takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.
Quoniam tu solus sanctus.
Tu solus Dominus.
Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe.

Thou who sittest at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy upon us.

Cum Sancto Spiritu
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

With the Holy Spirit
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Thou who takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.

For Thou alone art holy.
Thou alone art the Lord.
Thou alone art the most high, Jesus Christ.

The Word
Prayer for Illumination
We would make room for you this night of all nights, dear Lord:
room in our minds and hearts; room also in our life together.
Let your word be born in us anew so that, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
your splendor shines in us and through us.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Hebrew Scripture

The Righteous Reign of the Coming King

Isaiah 9:1-7

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm

God, Who Judges the Nations

Psalm 96

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Training A People

Titus 2:11-14

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol
1. Ding Dong! Merrily on high in heav’n the bells are ringing,
Ding Dong! Verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing.
Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis!

French Carol; arr. Carolyn Jennings

2. E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen,
And “i-o, i-o, i-o,” by priest and people sungen.
Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis!
3. Pray you dutifully prime your Matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rime your Evetime Song, ye singers.
Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis!

A Birth of National Importance

Gospel Reading

Luke 2:1-14

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn No. 119

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Sermon

“A Sign for You”

Rev. David L. de Vries

“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”

Our Response to The Word
*Affirmation of Faith (unison)
Excerpt from A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in Jesus Christ,
fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children,
healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Anthem

“In the Bleak Mid-winter”

The Eucharist
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Harold Darke

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
Lift up your hearts.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right, Creator and Ruler of the Universe, to give you thanks and praise.
Abraham, you formed a people as your own and made covenant to be their God.

Beginning with

When we were slaves in Egypt, you heard our cries, sending Moses to lead us into freedom.
You parted the waters of the sea, leading Israel safely through on dry ground.
Though you gave us the promised land and made of us a great nation, we continued to turn from your
ways and betray your commands.
Yet, in love and enduring mercy, you continued to call us back to you through the words of the
prophets. We now call out to you, forever praising your steadfast love and glory:
You are holy, O God of glory, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lived
among us, teaching and healing, gathering the outcast and the sinner, welcoming everyone into the
way of abundant life.
By serving, he taught us how to serve. By loving us fully, he gave the example of how we are to love
one another. Even on the night of his handed over, he loved his own to the end.
We remember that on the night he was betrayed, having gathered his friends at the table, our Lord
Jesus took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to this disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This
is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
And again, after supper, he took the cup and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in
remembrance of me.” Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this
cup, gifts from the earth, and celebrate with thanksgiving the saving love of Jesus Christ. Accept, we
pray, this offering of thanksgiving, as we proclaim the one crucified and risen. Great is the mystery
of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and cup, that the bread we
break and the cup we bless may be for us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit, bind us in love to the church of every time and place.
Loving one another, may we bear witness that we are disciples of Christ and serve others as he
served us. With our whole bodies—head, hands, feet—we give ourselves in humility and gratitude as
we await the day when we will share this feast at your table in glory.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours,
eternal God, now and forever. Amen.

Sharing of the Bread and Cup

Communion Carol
“Here is the Little Door”
Owain Park
Here is the little door, lift up the latch, of lift!
We need not wander more but enter with our gift;
Our gift of finest gold, Gold that was never bought nor sold;
Myrrh to be strewn about his Bed; Incense in clouds about his head;
All for the Child that stirs not in his sleep, But holy slumber holds with ass and sheep.
Bend low about his Bed: for each he has a gift;
See how his eyes awake, life up your hands, oh lift!
For gold, he gives a keen-edged sword (Defend with it Thy little Lord!)
For incense, smoke of battle red, Myrrh for the honored happy dead;
Gifts for the children, terrible and sweet, Touched by such tiny hands and oh such tiny feet.

The Closing Prayer, Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

REENTRY INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE THE LORD
Hymn No. 122

Franz Gruber; desc., Gerre Hancock

1.

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and Child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

2.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.”

3.

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure Light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Being Christ’s Church—Living Our Faith
Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication
Great God, accept these gifts we offer
as we wait in hope for your coming again.
Use all that we have and all that we are
as you bring light in every darkness,
ease heavy burdens,
and turn our endless warring
into your endless peace.
In Christ’s name, we ask it. Amen.

Hymn in Procession No. 134

Titus 2:13
Isa. 9:2, 4, 5, 7

“Joy to the World”

Benediction
Organ Voluntary

In dulci jubilo BWV 729

J. S. Bach

The Cathedral Hour this Christmas Eve is given in joy and celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ our Savior, Come Let Us Adore Him!

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY—December 27, 2020 — First Sunday of Christmas
Scripture Readings:
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40

Consider: Consider what it means to be a child of God by adoption. What does it mean to
you to think of yourself as a brother or sister of Jesus, who is the Son of God?

WORSHIP

Christ Presbyterian Church

Sundays 10:30 am via:

530 Tuscarawas Street West
Canton, Ohio 44702
330-456-8113
cantoncpc.org
cpcoffice@cantoncpc.org

To be added to the
Tydings email list or to
submit an article for
Tydings, please email
dnave@cantoncpc.org
no later than
Wednesday, Jan. 20.

www.youtube.com/
ChristPresbyterianChurchCanton

www.facebook.com/
CantonCPC/live

Holiday Office
Building Hours
In observance of the
Christmas and New Year Holiday,
the Church office and Building
will be closed as follows:
Friday, December 25—Closed All Day
Thursday, December 31—Closed All Day
Friday, January 1—Closed All Day

Christ Presbyterian Church Staff
Ministers: The People of Christ Church
Senior Pastor: Rev. David de Vries
Associate Pastor: Rev. Michael Wallace
Parish Associate: Rev. Dr. Eldon Trubee
Interim Organist and Director of Children’s Choir & Handbells: Heather Cooper
Interim Director of Chancel Choir: Britt Cooper
Director of Children’s and Family Ministries: Jennifer George
Pastor and Director of Camp Wakonda: Rev. Benjamin George
Business Administrator/Assistant Treasurer: Steve Andrews
Financial Assistant/Secretary: Diane Nave
Administrative Assistant to the Senior Pastor/Secretary: Caryn Smith
Custodians: Kurt A. Gottschick & Ron Pelger
Sound Technician: Brian Ohler
Mission Co-Worker in Thailand: Esther Wakeman

Elders of
Christ Presbyterian Church
Becky Banfield
Shawn Campbell
Nancy Irving
Jerry Norton
Michael Ophardt
Carol Orin
Bert Smith
Lori Sproul
Byrdie Stocker

