Christ Presbyterian Church
530 Tuscarawas Street, West Canton, Ohio 44702
Phone (330) 456-8113; Fax (330) 456-8115
Website: www.cantoncpc.org
General Office Email: cpcoffice@cantoncpc.org

December TYDINGS 2020
Volume 30, Issue 12

IMPORTANT UPDATE:
RETURNING TO GATHERED WORSHIP
As the Tydings goes to print, it is becoming obvious that Ohio is contending
with a severe COVID oubreak. The staff and leadership of CPC had hoped to
begin gathered worship (worship in community) on Sunday, November 29,
2020 (the First Sunday in Advent), however the current state of COVID infection will likely force a delay.
If returning to gathered worship is an option for you, please pay close attention to all communications from the church office (emails, mailings, etc.).
We are working diligently to balance safety, health, and human need in such
a way that allows us to move forward ASAP. Please keep the church staff
and leadership in your prayers as we seek discernment and guidance.

PRAYER CHAIN:
Whenever there’s a need for
prayer, please call one of our
Prayer Chain co-chairs:
Sandy Kohler ~ 330-575-5874
midnightingaletoo@gmail.com
Judy Smith ~ 330-771-0598
judithllsmith@gmail.com
Carol Orin ~ 330-327-6543
jlocao4638@gmail.com

FRIENDS HELPING
FRENDS:
If you are in need of temporary
assistance or medical equipment,
we want you to know that we care.
God has His hand in this ministry,
sees your need, and wants you to
receive this assistance through
Friends Helping Friends.
Please do not hesitate to
call coordinator:
Sue Nelson—330-832-2999

WORSHIP
Sundays 10:30 am via:

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is a Christmas Eve tradition long
associated with King's College, Cambridge. Millions of people across the globe
listen to the radio broadcast each Christmas Eve, with its hallmark men and
boys choir singing alongside stirring organ music. The service, created by Dean
Eric Milner-White, was first held in 1918, just after the end of the first World
War.
A few years later Milner-White created another service, this one specifically for
Advent. He stated that the purpose of the service is ‘not to celebrate Christmas,
but to expect it.’ It is this spirit of preparation which Christ Church embraces
this year through the efforts of three musical ensembles - the Chancel Choir, the
Christ Church Ringers, and the Children's Choir.
Join us on Facebook and YouTube as we prepare for the birth of Christ through
Word spoken and sung. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel!

www.youtube.com/
ChristPresbyterianChurchCanton

www.facebook.com/
CantonCPC/live

PASTOR’S NOTE
Is it possible that Christmas 2020 could be the best Christmas of your
life? “How could that be?” you ask. Like everything else this year, this
Christmas will be different from all past Christmases.
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James Broad, Julie Sproul
Jace Anderson, Bob Clark, Gary
Mo s
Dot Kandel, Doris Sterling
Diana Loree, Joe Orin
Ron Dougherty
Kris Alecusan
Danielle Chance, Clara Snavely,
Courtney Wallace
Colle e Everhart
Jennifer Anderson, Fred Bohse
Judy Gaetje
Melinda Graham
Jennifer Johnson, Christopher
Moore
Terry Stoﬀer
Adam George
Rhoda Hart, Michael Krew, Judith
Putman
Jon Dillon, Joni Factor, Jon
Peterson, Charles Roberts
Marjorie Morris, Karen Peterson
Gabe Dallas
Zane Parker, Brice Simon
Anne Crowl, Ezekiel George, Max
Halter, Carol Orin, Cynthia
Repasky
Susan Grady, Dorothy Killian,
Sarah Pozderac-Chenevey, Millie
Snyder
Bill Blair, Nancy Dean, Lydia
Halkides, Ma Halter
Roger Barre

Christ Church celebrates birthdays
of members who are
95 years or more:
Dot Kandel (95) - December 3
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Throughout the years I have heard people of faith complain about the
overwhelmingness of the Thanksgiving/Christmas/New Year’s cycle. It is too
busy, too expensive, and too all-consuming. Expectations for a “successful”
holiday season continue to escalate despite the seemingly universal call to
tone it down. We all acknowledge that it doesn’t have to be this way, yet we
seem powerless to make the change.
On numerous occasions people have asked me why COVID. More
precisely, why is God allowing this to happen. It is an exceedingly complex
question; one for which I have no completely satisfying answer. I have
noticed, however, that the crisis has presented us all with opportunities to reorder life in healthy and helpful ways.
In the de Vries family, my wife Jeanne has been leading the charge as
we prepare for the holiday onslaught. She is pushing pretty hard for the
family to reconsider the ways we “do Christmas.” Her focus encourages us to
go deeper in meaning and to act intentionally with activity. I find myself
pleasantly open to the idea! The kids…not so much, but we’re working on
that!
The COVID crisis has forced the CPC staff to reconsider how
Christmas Eve might unfold. Yes, it is scaled down, but I also believe it is
more focused to meet our needs, and God’s desires, as we celebrate the birth
of Jesus in the middle of strange times. Even as CPC staff and leadership
have worked hard to re-ignite gathered worship on the Sabbath day,
Christmas Eve will find us, not in the sanctuary, but in the Church Courtyard
singing and in our homes worshiping.
At its core, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is good news. For the first
Christians it was the only good news in the midst of very bad times. In 2020
we have choices. Perhaps this is the year to retire “Christmas busy” and focus
more clearly on Christmas meaning. Perhaps this is a God-given opportunity
to go back to basics or to reprioritize the many anxiety producing, time
demanding, and cash-extracting ways of twenty-first century Christmas.
Perhaps there is new joy to be found in this season…new graces to be
experienced, new traditions to be developed, new “old truths” to be
discovered. Perhaps the angel’s proclamation takes on new meaning:
“…the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
Pastor Dave

Children’s
Ministry
Update

Christmas Eve Courtyard Caroling
4:30 pm
Join together to sing the Christmas carols that speak of the
birth of Jesus. Social distancing practices will be honored.

Christmas Family Worship
6:30 pm ONLINE only
Live stream via Facebook and YouTube
We hear the familiar scriptures, our children share the
Christmas story, and music that transports us to a little town in
Bethlehem.

Christmas Eve Festival Concert
9:30 pm ONLINE only
Live Stream via Facebook and YouTube
Broadcast live on WHBC 1480 AM
Music of the Season brought to us by Britt & Heather Cooper

Christmas Eve Traditional Worship
10:00 pm ONLINE only
Live Stream via Facebook and YouTube
Broadcast live on WHBC 1480 AM
Scripture, Music, and Prayers that speak to the words of the
angels: “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people…”

Eucharist will be celebrated
so make your preparations at home.

‘Tis the season to share HOPE!!! It’s time for our “Twelve Days of Hope
Give Away”!!! Help share HOPE through your donations towards raffle
tickets and be entered to win gift cards and gift baskets.
Scan the QR code above to find out more information
about how YOU can win!

Church School Zoom Classes: A new
quarter begins in December for Church
School. I will continue the weekly videos
that are available on Zoom for the
classes and the preschool group will
continue to meet on Mondays at 5:30pm
as it is well attended at that time.
As attendance is much lower for the
grade school and middle school groups,
I’ll be combining those two classes into
one live class time. I will be sending out
an email this week to families with
children in 1st-7th grade to see if there
might be a better day than Monday and a
better time than 6:15pm to see if
participation would improve by changing
when we meet.
Chapel Time: is held on Sunday
mornings for all children from 9:00-9:15
where we pray, share, and fellowship
Sunday mornings before worship. Kids
are welcome to hop on the link early to
chat and catch up if they would like to.
Children’s Choir follows immediately
after using the same link.
What to do about a Christmas
Program? Since we cannot have a
traditional Christmas Program this year,
I had the idea of enlisting our kids to
help me tell the Christmas Story during
our Family Worship broadcast that will
be on Christmas Eve! Information has
been mailed home with full details, but
children are invited to record themselves
participating in ways like: reading pages
from the selected book, helping with
sound effects, and singing a couple of
songs that will all be tied together
digitally to share on the Christmas Eve
broadcast. I’m excited to be able to have
this way for our children to participate in
Christmas Worship! I hope your child
can be a part of the fun!
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What’s New with Youth?
The most up-to-date event information
will be emailed weekly.
Sign up for YOUTH Remind!
We are using remind.com to send out reminders about upcoming events.
Visit the link https://www.remind.com/join/cantoncp or Text @cantoncp to the number 81010

What to expect:
A fun activity and devotion every meeting. We are using
the book, The Case for Christ, Student Edition through
December. All 6th-12th graders are welcome.
For the month of December, we will plan to meet on Zoom
on Sundays at 4pm. An update will be sent weekly.
For Questions, please contact Bonnie:
bwiggins@cantoncpc.org or
@cantoncpcyouth on Instagram

Care Package Project
The Youth Group will again be creating
care packages to send to recent high
school graduates.
We are collecting monetary donations for
approximately 35 care packages, plus the cost of
shipping. Please donate online or mail a check to the
church marked as Finals Care Package Project.
Thank you for your support of this special project!

Camp Wakonda
COVID-Relief UPDATE
Thank you for continuing to support
Camp Wakonda through the COVID-Relief
Fund! So far, we have raised $76,000 of our
$100,000 deficit. LET’S HIT THAT GOAL!
Send a check to the church with “Wakonda COVIDRelief” in the memo line or go to http://bit.ly/WakondaCovid
to make a donation.
Thank you for giving and for your prayers in this
challenging time. We are praying for you too! Shalom,
friends!
~ Pastor Ben

A week or so ago my door buzzer activated. I
received no response from the intercom. So after
looking out the window and saw no one, I opened the
door to discover a small shopping bag with my name
written on it. On opening, I discovered a delightful
CD player with CPC church music recorded. It also
include ear buds and a charger. How nice for the
church staff to formulate and distribute such a
delightful and beautiful gift without being caught!
Les Morgan

Holiday Office/Building Hours

Camp Wakonda WISHLIST
Want to support Wakonda in a different way? Check out
our Amazon wish list! We are looking ahead to the program
and facility needs for 2021. You can help us get ready for a
great summer by going to: https://bit.ly/WakondaWishList
Some things we're looking for: archery equipment, craft
supplies, tool replacements, various sports balls, and more.
Check out the list and see how you can help camp!
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In observance of the
Christmas and New Year Holiday,
the Church office and Building will be closed
as follows:
Thursday, December 24—Closed All Day
(open for services via sign-ups)
Friday, December 25—Closed All Day
Thursday, December 31—Closed All Day
Friday, January 1—Closed All Day

By the time you see this update, our beautiful Sanctuary will be completed!
As this goes to print we are making great progress everyday. Here are some
highlights of our race to the finish!

Artist Erich Thompson
with our new Chancel
Cross which he
delivered to us on
September 24th.

Our new flooring and
carpet being installed!

Our beautiful chandeliers that once hung in the Chancel
have now been relocated to the balcony.

Our new parking lot is nearly finished! The new layout gives us better traffic flow,
handicap parking right next to the building, several “mobility friendly” parking spots,
and best of all, a main entry that requires no steps to get to!
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Canton Corona Bible Project
Several months ago, I learned about an inspiring project that piqued my interest called the Nebraska
Corona Bible. Several church communities there have committed to spend holy, meditative time
writing out the Scriptures, with the goal of writing out the entire Bible. Fast forward to just a few
weeks ago, when talking with Pastor Dave about how the congregation can collaborate on a project
together and safely spend holy time socially distanced in our newly renovated sanctuary.
Drawing inspiration from our brothers and sisters in Nebraska, we are casting a vision to complete
our own Canton Corona Bible project. Starting in January, you will be invited to sign up to copy
one, two, or several chapters of the Bible in your own handwriting. You can do this on your own, with
your family, with friends, or with your small group. The sky is the limit! Knowing that many of you
are homebound or may not be able to come into the church, this is a project that you can complete
from home; however, for those who are able and willing to come in to the church, there will be special
times set aside for individuals to come in to the sanctuary and write out the Scriptures. Of course, for
those who do come into the church, we will still maintain all social distancing protocols. In this way,
we will be like the monks of old, who dedicated themselves to copying out God’s holy word, well
before the printing presses were invented.
Our goal is to copy the whole Christian Bible, using individuals’ handwriting or calligraphy. For each
of the 1,189 chapters of the biblical books of the Old and New Testament, we are looking for women
and men, youth or children who commit to each copy a chapter. Contributors are also welcome to add
a personal commentary and illustrations or artistic interpretations to their passage. Thus, the Bible is
re-created in light of our questions and fears, but also our hope and trust as a testimony to this time
of crisis.
This may sound like a gargantuan task; however, we believe that, in a few months, we can collaborate
and create a unique testament to our love of God and appreciation for the Scriptures. Moreover, by
engaging in this ancient spiritual discipline, we are confident that you will find lights in the darkness
of winter and hope in this difficult season. More details about this project will be coming soon;
however, as you consider what portions of Scripture you may want to copy, if you have any questions
or thoughts, feel free to contact me.
Pastor Michael

Here are some examples of handwritten chapters from the Nebraska Corona Bible project
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FINANCIAL NOTES
Beginning Balance Opera@ng Funds as of 7/1
Revenue
Pledges
Other
Trusts & Endowments
Total Income
Expenses
Opera@ng Expenses

YTD 9/30/20
$ 125,138
176,917
26,891
20,391
$ 224,199
(266,045)

YTD 9/30/19
$ 152,147
203,569
124,599
20,125
$348,293
(353,452)

$83,292

$146,988

Ending Balance Opera@ng Funds as of 6/30/21

This repor ng reﬂects the General and Camp Funds from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR PLEDGE CURRENT. THANK YOU!

Steve Andrews

Gifts can be given online at www.cantoncpc.org or mailed to the Church office.

New

STEWARDSHIP—October

Business Administrator/
Assistant Treasurer

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7, NIV
Average Monthly
October—20
October—19
0*

217

General Fund Income

$36,237

$51,218

G/F Budget Needed

$61,298

$62,235

Monthly Net + / -

(25,061)

(11,017)

A endance

*ONLINE STREAMING OF SERVICES DUE TO COVID-19

2020 Charitable Contribution Deduction:
Please remember that all cash donations and/or stock transfers
must be delivered to the Church Financial Office by December 31,
2020, in order to claim them as a charitable contribution deduction
on your 2020 tax returns. Checks placed in the Church offering on
the first Sunday in 2021 will not qualify for a charitable
contribution deduction in 2020, even if the check is predated to
2020 or was actually written in 2020.
When contributing stock, please send a letter of direction and
intent to Merrill Lynch and also a copy to myself in the church office.
Thank you,
Steve Andrews

2021 Offering Envelopes
If you wish to receive 2021 envelopes, please
notify the church office and we will gladly mail
them out to you or you can request to pick
them up during office hours.

After serving the Lord for over
25 years in ministry, God led me
to step away from formal ministry
and to serve in new ways. I have
also served as Finance Manager at
a Metropolitan Housing Authority. I am eager to serve the congregation at Christ Presbyterian
Church in the role of Business Administrator.
My wife (Julie) and I live in
Medina, OH and will celebrate
our 25th wedding anniversary in
December of this year. We have
two fantastic kids: Micah (16) and
Kat (14).
I enjoy day hiking and backpacking and anything outdoors
except fishing. (I don’t have the
patience for it.)
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CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
530 Tuscarawas Street, West
Canton, Ohio 44702
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Church is charged for every
returned Newsletter.
If you have moved,
or changed a seasonal address,
please notify the church office.
Thank you.

December TYDINGS

To be added to the Tydings email
list or to submit an article for
Tydings, please email
dnave@cantoncpc.org
no later than
Wednesday, December 9.

General Schedule
Unless otherwise noted, meetings of the church are on ZOOM and
services are broadcast on YouTube, Facebook, and on WHBC. Check
your emails for the Zoom invitations to the various meetings.
Sundays
• 9:00-9:15 am Kids’ Chapel Time
• 9:15-9:45 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal
• 10:30-11:30 am Worship Service (Facebook, YouTube, and WHBC)
• 4:00-5:30 pm Youth Group (weekly info will be emailed)
• 6:00-7:30 pm Reading While Black Book Study (beginning 11/8)

Gerald E. Smith
October 26, 2020
David D’Antonio
November 8, 2020
Christian sympathy
is extended
to the Smith and
D’Antonio Families.

Mondays
• 10:00am Church Staff Meeting
• Church School Meetings: 5:30-6:00 pm Little Learners (3yr-K),
6:15-6:45 pm Grades 1-7
Tuesdays
• 9:30-11:00 am Pastor's Bible Study
• 11:30 am-12:15 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal (in person)
Wednesdays
• 8:00-9:00 am Men's Bible Study
• 7:30-9:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study
Thursdays
• 9:30-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study
• 7:15-8:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Zoom)

