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PRAYER CHAIN:
Whenever there’s a need for
prayer, please call one of our
Prayer Chain co-chairs:
Sandy Kohler ~ 330-575-5874
midnightingaletoo@gmail.com
Judy Smith ~ 330-771-0598
judithllsmith@gmail.com
Carol Orin ~ 330-327-6543
jlocao4638@gmail.com

FRIENDS HELPING
FRENDS:

Saturday Morning Breakfast on November 14
For the last several months, we have not been holding our
Saturday morning breakfasts for the downtown community,
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, in consulting with
our friends downtown and volunteers in the food, clothing,
and prayer ministry, the Deacons have decided to restart the Saturday morning
breakfasts, with some modifications. Instead of welcoming friends into the building
for a hot breakfast, we will be preparing meals to-go for people to pick up in our
courtyard on Saturday, November 14 from 8:00-10:00 AM. Please pray for our
volunteers and if you want to lend any support, reach out to Pastor Michael.

Virtual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
For the 41st year, faith communities across Canton will “gather”
to give thanks at the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. However,
given the realities of 2020, this service will not be an in-person event, but rather will
be held virtually. Last year, Pastor Michael was appointed as the facilitator of this
service and continues to spearhead the services here. Brian Ohler has graciously
agreed to help with all the technology needs and Britt and Heather Cooper will be
providing much of the music. On Tuesday, November 24 at 7:00 PM we will
broadcast this prerecorded service on Facebook and YouTube. We invite you to
attend virtually, as together our faith communities declare their thanks to God for
having sustained us throughout this difficult year.
Additionally, our Interfaith Thanksgiving Service is the
place where we normally collect donations for the
Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown program. Since we are
not meeting in person, you are encouraged to consider
how you might give to this much-needed program, by
visiting the website at: https://www.thanksgivingbasketscanton.org/ .

If you are in need of temporary
assistance or medical equipment,
we want you to know that we care.
God has His hand in this ministry,
sees your need, and wants you to
receive this assistance through
Friends Helping Friends.
Please do not hesitate to
call coordinator:
Sue Nelson—330-832-2999

WORSHIP
Sundays 10:30 am via:

www.youtube.com/
ChristPresbyterianChurchCanton

PASTOR’S NOTE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Psalm 122:1
The greatest loss the people Israel felt when they were sent into exile was the loss of worship, specifically worship in the
holy temple in Jerusalem.
“By the rivers of Babylon—
there we sat down and there we wept
when we remembered Zion.” (Psalm 137:1)
There they waited, praying for the day they would be allowed to return to Jerusalem…and to the Holy Temple. Then the
news came. “Return!” And how did people react? I suspect they reacted in a variety of ways. Many rejoiced greatly for
answered prayer! Others wondered how their worship experience could ever be the same as before. Surely some were
suspect, while others worried about safety.
The COVID pandemic has given each of us our own “exile experience.” How long it has been since we have been able to
gather in “the house of the Lord.” Here is the awaited announcement! Here is the good news! The Session of CPC has
cleared the way for the congregation to gather together for worship. Like the Israelites before us, we are now freed to enter
the sanctuary together to worship “the Lord our God.” How have you received this news? I pray it is with great joy. I also
pray that each of us will consider the risk involved and understand that these gatherings will be significantly different, at
least until health and safety realities allow for a more familiar restoration of worship.
Before getting into the specifics, please know that the Session and staff hold as their priority the physical and emotional
welfare of the congregation. If the greatest of all college football coaches understood it was all about “the team, the team,
the team,” the CPC Session and staff understand this is all about “the safety, the safety, the safety!” We ask you NOT to
consider this an option for you if you understand yourself vulnerable to COVID. Nor should anyone feel pressured or
obligated to return because “it’s the right thing to do.” Sabbath worship services will continue to be streamed live on
YouTube and Facebook and broadcast live on WHBC. Let us all be wise! Though the redesign will not be fully complete,
we will gather in the Sanctuary where up to 75 people can be together safely distanced.
Look for more specific information on page 5 of this newsletter. Whether you are comfortable joining the gathering or not,
let us all lift our voices in hymns of praise and thanksgiving. We begin to see God “doing a new thing!”
Amen and Amen.
Pastor Dave

MUSIC MINISTRY
Using the wonders of technology, both the Chancel Choir and the Children’s Choir are holding weekly rehearsals. They
have their sheet music at home, sing along with the director and piano, and then create the Virtual Choirs you have heard
on Sunday mornings. Singers, THANK YOU for your flexibility and creativity in continuing to enrich our weekly services!
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Music Box Ministry
In the last few months, the Discipleship and
Deacons ministries have put their heads
together and started a new initiative: The
Music Box Ministry. We already know that
so many of our homebound members are missing church,
but add to that the many members who have become
homebound because of the COVID-19 pandemic. In order
to bridge the gap and bring a blessing, Discipleship and
Deacons have devised a pilot program to distribute music
boxes to those people in our congregation who are most
isolated and may not have access to the internet. After
purchasing 30 electronic music boxes, we loaded them with
three hours-worth of prayers, songs, and anthems from
Christ Presbyterian. Finally, they were delivered to families
and nursing homes. If you are among the first people to
have received a music box, please drop us a note to let us
know how it has blessed you. If you or someone you know
did not receive a box, but could truly benefit from having
one, please let us know. We pray that these music boxes
might brighten your day, bring you a blessing, and draw
you closer to the Lord.
Pastor Michael

Take time to catch up with
Church Friends!
It has been wonderful being able to “see” so many of you
at Chapel time on Sunday morning at 9 am and at Church
School on Monday evenings. Even if you haven’t joined
us before, you are always welcome! The link for these
activities (held on Zoom) are in the Friday email blast
sent out by the Church Office and in Children’s Ministry
emails. Please contact me or the office if you need the
link.
• Chapel Time: is held Sunday mornings for all children

from 9:00-9:15 where we pray, share, and fellowship
Sunday mornings before worship. Kids are welcome to
hop on the link early to chat and catch up if they would
like to.
• Children’s Choir:

Using the same link as Chapel
Time, choir kids will move into a Zoom breakout room
for rehearsal at 9:15 am until about 9:45 am. Children’s
choir is open to children in 1st-6th grade. We look
forward to including their beautiful voices in our
Worship!

• Children’s Church School:

Weekly videos are
posted on the church YouTube page and live classes are
on Monday evenings. Little learners (ages 3 yr-K) meet
at 5;30 pm, Grade School (1st-4th) meets at 6:15 pm,
and Middle School meets at 7:00 pm.

SESSION NOTES
OCTOBER 20, 2020
Session convened on October 20, 2020 at 6:30pm
via zoom with a scripture reading (Matt.23) and
prayer.
The minutes were approved for the August Session
meeting and the annual Congregational meeting. the
Clerk’s report was received and approved.
The financial report was given by Jerry Norton.
August's contributions were above average but
September's contributions were down. There was
discussion on the reasons for that.
Kathryn Ophardt joined us via zoom to discuss
moving her status as an Inquirer to Candidate in her
process of pursuing the ministry. She has completed
about 1 1/2 years of seminary at Pittsburgh. Session
moved and passed a motion for her to continue the
process of becoming a Candidate. We had the pleasure
of chatting with her for a while and all feel she is very
worthy of this Calling.
Jennie George reported on her interaction with
the youth in the Children's Ministry. She is doing a
remarkable job with this difficult task of keeping in
touch with our church youth via zoom.
Pastor Michael reported that he has really enjoyed
his time in the pulpit, and also the book study that he
was leading, “No Future Without Forgiveness.” A new
book will be studied in November by both Pastor Dave
and Pastor Michael.
The Deacons plan to start the Saturday morning
breakfasts again in November. The details still need to
be worked out.
Music boxes have been purchased and delivered to
some members of the congregation that do not have
access to the internet. They have many hours of a
mixture of different music recorded on them and the
response has been very favorable.
Pastor Michael will be facilitating a virtual
Thanksgiving interfaith service on the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving.
Pastor Dave reported on the new plan for
resuming worship in the Sanctuary on November 29,
God willing. He also reported that he has really
enjoyed the Tuesday morning/Wednesday night Bible
Study that he is leading.
Jerry Norton and Jennie George reported on the
progress of Spirit and Space. Things are moving along
nicely and are decently in order.
Michael Ophardt reported on Presbytery meeting.
Final discussion centered on the necessary
technical updates needed and the purchasing of a new
server. The current server is not useable.
The meeting ended in prayer at 9:30pm.
Respectfully submitted by Byrdie Stocker
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What’s New with Youth?
The most up-to-date event information
will be emailed weekly.
Sign up for YOUTH Remind!
We are using remind.com to send out reminders about upcoming events.
Visit the link https://www.remind.com/join/cantoncp or Text @cantoncp to the number 81010

What to expect:
A fun activity and devotion every meeting. We are using
the book, The Case for Christ, Student Edition through
November.
All 6th-12th graders are welcome.
* All in person meetings are weather dependent, socially
distanced, and require masks. RSVPs are required. *If
Stark County is in the red level, we will meet on Zoom.
For Questions, please contact Bonnie:
bwiggins@cantoncpc.org or
@cantoncpcyouth on Instagram

Care Package Project
The Youth Group will again be
creating care packages to send to
recent high school graduates. If you
have an updated address for someone who would
benefit from receiving one of these packages,
contact bwiggins@cantoncpc.org.
We are collecting monetary donations for
approximately 35 care packages, plus the cost of
shipping. Please donate online or mail a check to
the church marked as Finals Care Package
Project.
Thank you for your support of this
special project!

November’s Book Study: Reading While Black
After the wonderful turnout and rich discussion of the White Fragility and No
Future Without Forgiveness book studies, both Pastor Dave and Pastor
Michael will co-facilitate the class on the new book entitled, Reading While
Black during the month of November.
“Growing up in the American South, Esau McCaulley knew firsthand the
ongoing struggle between despair and hope that marks the lives of some
in the African American context. A key element in the fight for hope, he
discovered, has long been the practice of Bible reading and interpretation that comes out of traditional Black
churches. This ecclesial tradition is often disregarded or viewed with suspicion by much of the wider church and
academy, but it has something vital to say.
Reading While Black is a personal and scholarly testament to the power and hope of Black biblical
interpretation. At a time in which some within the African American community are questioning the place of the
Christian faith in the struggle for justice, New Testament scholar McCaulley argues that reading Scripture from
the perspective of Black church tradition is invaluable for connecting with a rich faith history and addressing the
urgent issues of our times. He advocates for a model of interpretation that involves an ongoing conversation
between the collective Black experience and the Bible, in which the particular questions coming out of Black
communities are given pride of place and the Bible is given space to respond by affirming, challenging, and, at
times, reshaping Black concerns. McCaulley demonstrates this model with studies on how Scripture speaks to
topics often overlooked by white interpreters, such as ethnicity, political protest, policing, and slavery.
Ultimately McCaulley calls the church to a dynamic theological engagement with Scripture, in which Christians
of diverse backgrounds dialogue with their own social location as well as the cultures of others. Reading While
Black moves the conversation forward.” (from the publisher)

If you read e-books, you can find this book available for free on Hoopla (through Stark County District
Library). If you prefer paper books, you are encouraged to purchase the book from a locally owned book
store (such as Elizabeth’s Bookshop in Akron, https://bookshop.org/shop/Elizabeths).
We will continue to meet virtually on Zoom and there will only be three classes on three
consecutive Sundays (November 8, 15, 22, from 6:00-7:30 PM). If you are interested in participating or
have more questions, contact either Pastor Dave or Pastor Michael.
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Gathered Worship
Considerations
The Session has planned a return to gathered
worship at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary beginning
on Sunday, November 29, 2020. The physical and
emotional safety and health of the congregation
remain our primary concern. For those
unprepared to return to gathered community, the
worship service will continue to be live streamed
on YouTube and Facebook and broadcast on
WHBC.
•·

•·

•·

•·

•·

•·

•·

•·
•·

Congregation members and friends will be
invited to sign up to attend worship each
week.
To ensure maximum social distancing, worship
attendance will be limited to the first 75
people who sign up. A “new” sign up will
begin each Monday for the next up-coming
Sunday.
Worshippers will enter the Sanctuary via the
Tuscarawas Avenue doors or, for handicap
access, through the Courtyard doors.
Ushers will welcome worshipers (socially
distanced) and masks will be provided, as
necessary.
Places to sit will be marked out in such a way as
to maximize social distancing safely. The
balcony will remain closed until further notice.
Due to the increased risk incurred, there will be
no unison or responsive liturgy, nor will hymns
be sung. Vocal and instrumental soloists will
allow us to enter moments of praise, prayer,
and meditation.
Children will remain with their family throughout
the Worship service. No Child Care/Sunday
School offered in the building, at this time.
Restrooms will be available during the worship
hour.
The congregation is asked to leave immediately
upon the end of the worship service.

PARKING
With construction, the parking lot is currently
unavailable. Parking is available in the city lot on the
south side of our building. Please use the McKinley
entrance as the primary entrance during the week.

Meetings, Groups, and Ministries
If Stark County enters a Level 3 or higher COVID Alert,
ALL in person meetings, groups, and ministries
EXCEPT worship will be suspended.
Because the Sanctuary allows for adequate
safety precautions, worship will be suspended
ONLY if the county enters a Level 4 alert.
←←See “Gathered Worship Considerations.”←←

The following instructions MUST be followed:
•· ALL meetings (even regularly scheduled ones) must

be scheduled and confirmed through the office
one week prior to the meeting time.
•· Gatherings are limited to 10 persons or less.
•· It is the group’s responsibility to call the office prior
to the meeting to assure that it is feasible to meet
on site. With construction, our large spaces that
allow adequate social distancing are very limited.
•· Masks must be worn at all times while in the
building. If you need one, we will gladly provide
one for you.
•· Please sanitize your hands at one of the stations
located by the entrance doors or the bathrooms.
•· You will be invited into the building 10 minutes prior
to the start of your meeting and will be expected
to leave within 10 minutes of your closing prayer.
•· A list of who attended must be submitted to the
office at the end of your meeting.
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Our chancel is ready for final
finishes, millwork, and flooring! It
won’t be long now until we
resume worship in this space!

We had the opportunity to visit MRO
Built, the local company fabricating
the millwork for our project. Their
expert craftsmen are helping to
preserve and model the historic
beauty of Christ Church!
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Our parking lot renovation is
underway! This work will improve
both accessibility and flow!

Camp Wakonda COVID-Relief UPDATE
Thank you to all of you who have supported Camp Wakonda this
year! Your giving has greatly decreased our deficit due to the
Coronavirus. So far, we have raised $72,900 of our $100,000 deficit. You are
doing amazing things to continue this ministry of growing faith in children,
youth, and adults at Camp Wakonda.
If you would still like to give, you can do so in one of two ways:
1) Go to http://bit.ly/WakondaCovid to make a donation right now!
2) Make a check payable to “Camp Wakonda” (with “COVID Relief” in the
memo line) and send it to Christ Presbyterian Church, 530 Tuscarawas
St. West, Canton, OH 44702.
Thank you for giving and for your prayers in this challenging time. We are
praying for you too! Shalom, friends! ~ Pastor Ben
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Camp Wakonda WISHLIST
Want to support Wakonda in a different way? Check out our Amazon
wish list! We are looking ahead to the program and facility needs for 2021. You
can help us get ready for a great summer by going to: https://
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/EI3P3DR693VV?ref_=wl_share
Some things we're looking for: archery equipment, craft supplies, tool
replacements, various sports balls, and more. Check out the list and see how
you can help camp!

Wakonda is OPEN for FAMILY CAMPING!
To make a reservation or if you have any questions, please contact
Pastor Ben: bgeorge@cantoncpc.org or 330-735-2740.
Reservations are on a first-served basis, and are limited to keep you safe!
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FINANCIAL NOTES
Beginning Balance OperaDng Funds as of 7/1
Revenue
Pledges
Other
Trusts & Endowments
Total Income
Expenses
OperaDng Expenses
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YTD 9/30/20
$ 125,138
140,910
23,786
20,391
$ 185,086
(201,256)

YTD 9/30/19
$ 152,147
152,513
115,537
20,124
$288,175
(279,646)

$108,968

$160,676

Ending Balance OperaDng Funds as of 6/30/21

This repor ng reﬂects the General and Camp Funds from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR PLEDGE CURRENT. THANK YOU!
Gifts can be given online at www.cantoncpc.org or mailed to the Church office.

STEWARDSHIP—September
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7, NIV
Average Monthly
August—20
August—19
AIendance

0*

195

General Fund Income

$44,916

$81,312

G/F Budget Needed

$61,298

$62,235

Monthly Net + / -

(16,382)

19,077

*ONLINE STREAMING OF SERVICES DUE TO COVID-19
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Gary Stewart
Elaine Alecusan, Carolyn Kortkamp
Tad Clark
Thomas Tuersley
Doreen Hund, Breckie Johnson, Evelyn
Olmstead, VashD Ramsaroop
Kent Berg, KaDe Norton, Kathie Zwick
Nancy Hannon, Azelynn Repasky
Jane Rice, Lila Tibbits
Larry Linn
ScoI McCahan
Ella Daniska, Bill Hannon, Cyndy Lucas
Steve Rauch, Judy Smith, Emmeline
Smith-Penzel
Sylvia Hildebrand, Carolyn Smith
JusDn Airhart, Kevin Anderson,
Karsten Burdeshaw, Luke Simon, Bert
Smith, Sally Sorenson, Carol Vaughn
Judy Provo, Sam Vasbinder, Andrew
Williams, Audrey Wilson, Phyllis
Wilson
Phyllis Milligan
Debra KraO, Louise Walker
Dinah Ward
Tracy Smith, Peter Snavely
Elizabeth Ohlinger
Heather Cooper, ChrisDne Testa,
MacKenzie Walker
Julia Frankland, Kate George, Jean
Koons
Eva Burdeshaw, Heath Frankland,
Rebecca Fort, Emily Linn, Joel Maze,
Pam Ray
Joe Angeli, Connie Aycock, Judith
Krew, Tommy Rice

Thank you so much for the music box.
I listen each morning to the music. It
starts a day in a good way.
Lois Ann Hilton

Concert Series 2020-21:
Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 6, 2020
4:00 p.m.
Offered online only via
7
CPC Facebook and YouTube
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CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
530 Tuscarawas Street, West
Canton, Ohio 44702
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Church is charged for every
returned Newsletter.
If you have moved,
or changed a seasonal address,
please notify the church office.
Thank you.

November TYDINGS

To be added to the Tydings email
list or to submit an article for
Tydings, please email
dnave@cantoncpc.org
no later than
Wednesday, November 11.

General Schedule
Unless otherwise noted, meetings of the church are on ZOOM and
services are broadcast on YouTube, Facebook, and on WHBC. Check
your emails for the Zoom invitations to the various meetings.
Sundays
• 9:00-9:15 am Kids’ Chapel Time
• 9:15-9:45 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal
• 10:30-11:30 am Worship Service (Facebook, YouTube, and WHBC)
• 4:00-5:30 pm Youth Group (weekly info will be emailed)
• 6:00-7:30 pm Reading While Black Book Study (beginning 11/8)

Catherine J. Forgach
September 9, 2020
John (Jack) Mansfield
September 9, 2020
Christian sympathy
is extended
to the Forgach and
Mansfield Families.

Mondays
• 10:00am Church Staff Meeting
• Church School Meetings: 5:30-6:00 pm Little Learners (3yr-K),
6:15-6:45 pm Grades 1-4; 7:00-7:30 pm Grades 5-7
Tuesdays
• 9:30-11:00 am Pastor's Bible Study
• 11:30 am-12:15 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal (in person)
Wednesdays
• 8:00-9:00 am Men's Bible Study
• 7:30-9:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study
Thursdays
• 9:30-11:00 am Women’s Bible Study
• 7:15-8:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Zoom)

