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I
PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
History is a word of many meanings. It means differen t things to
different people. In the case of our Presbyterian Church , it is more than
the record of the years ... It is the achievements of men and women in
their day and generation. This Sesqui Centennial ( 150) Celeb ration
eventuates more than meets the eye. We Celebrate and Honor those wh o
have labored over a period of 15 decades, often aga inst trying and tremendous difficulties to achieve a Mission of Christian Service in our
church and city.
Our founding Fathers were strict fundamentalists - the Bible was
law, and the enforcement of its dogma caused many problems in the
early Church. In those days, the church was closely integrated to the
economic and cultural life of Canton and its Pastors and membership
played an important part in shaping the development and growth of
Canton. As has been said, the church is a sectarian society in a secu lar
world.
Historians and scholars through the ages, have endeavored to record
by writings and collections in museums and libraries the events and
culture of our civilization. The philosophy behind the writing of this
book is the endeavor to record , preserve and promote the knowledge
and history during the first !50 years of our Presbyterian Church.
This effort, with the blessing of our Ministers, during the past year
has been exciting and challenging. Researching through the thousands
of pages of our church records, (Session, Deacon, Trustees and Congregational}, reveals the activities of our people in the cause of Christ. Within the silence of these records, one can almost see and hear and feel the
presence of the past all around, which at times seems almost immortal.
During the 19th and 20th centuries, one can sense the dawn of the
Humanitarian Spirit and responsibility of philanthropy as suggested by
Moses, about 1300 BC - The Tithe. This is an effective technique of
man's concern for his fellowman in the Christian era, and truly fosters
probity, education and discipline.
The author acknowledges with thanks and appreciation and a deep
indebtedness to the innumerable sources of historical information ;
(certain portions of which have been lifted and reproduced) - chief
among these are aU the known records and minutes of our church, also
II

from the Presby teries o f Woos ter and Mahoning, and Synod of Ohio and
General Assembly , now coll ected at the Presbyter ian Historical Society
in th e Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. (recently move d to a new
permane nt home) , from histories of Stark County (Perrin, Danner,
Lehman , Blue. Hc:d d). from the History of the First Reformed Church
o f Can ton and ea rl y German an d English newspape rs prior to 18 15. Also
fr om the micro film of all the Can ton Repository ed itions since September 30. 18 15. on loan from Mt. Union Co llege and the Stark County
Histo rical Socie ty . Ex pressions o f gratitude are due to the Ministers and
staff of Christ Church for their full coopera tion. Likewise , thanks is in
o rder to the many in dividuals and o rga nizations of our Church who have
provided ma tc rial an d give n a pprccia ted suggestions. To Guy and Wendell
W:dtz , who provided many of the pictures in the book, expression of
appreciation is hereby ack nowledged. And to my friend Peter C. Paterson,
who he lped in developing the growth statistical graph and the proof
reading of this book - my gratitude.
Th e au tho r's desi re is tha t this history may contribute to an enlightened un derstan ding of the emergence of our church , from the hard
pioneer life of our fa thers through times of peace and wars to our present
day. Se pte mber 13, 1971 , This has been a pilgrimage in the service
of human ity.
RKR
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INTRODUCTION
One Hundred and Fifty Years is a long time. From 1821 to 1971 vast
changes have taken place in the American scene. There is something
exciting about a Church which has matched stride with the march of time.
My good friend, Dr. Ralph K. Ramsayer, has captured in a thrilling
manner that stride of our Church in this volume. You will sec the humor
in many incidents in which our ancestors were involved. You will recognize the hard fought struggle in many eras to keep the Church alive.
You will catch your breath at some of the critical moments but you will
become increasingly conscious of a single thread of faithful dedication
on the part of many people at many different periods of history woven
into what every member from 1821 to the present has lovingly and
reverently referred to as "Our Church".
This historical document reads like a novel as one recalls the early
history of Canton, Ohio.
One cannot escape the alluring fact that on the corner of Tuscarawas
and McKinley has stood through all these years the 'house of God ' where
His people have come together to worship Him and gone forth to serve
Him, not only in this country but in far away places where others have
heard His gospel and been enriched by it because of the 'people of God'
for One Hundred and Fifty Years have treated seriously His maxims,
"Go preach, go teach, go heal."
Here is the history, worked on with loving devotion by a busy
practicing physician who has taken many hours out of his busy life to
compile this record. Our gratitude can never be adequately expressed
to Dr. Ramsayer for his research and writing. Our greatest thanks to him
will be in the history of our Church as it steps into the future.
And what of the future? Those who have brought us to this point
have been sturdy Christian souls, and now what?
The answer can never be fully known but we can make some assumption~. The 'people of God' never go it alone, so, if God is with us the
future will be ftlled with His glory and His Church will remain strong in
His Service.
We are the ones whose faith is being always tested. The future depends on what kind of people we are. There will be surely times of testing,
of crises, of failure, of discouragement. But there will also be times of
greatness, of success, of challenge and of glory.
As this history reveals, those of yesteryears were ready. We are
ready too.
Rev. George E. Parkinson.D.D.
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TI1e plat of Bezalee/ lYe/Is' ambitious community project was recorded first ut the
land office at New Lisbon and later transferred to the Stark county seat. A 11 present
day abstracts of property trace to tllis p ia t as the first evidence of deed and 0 wner·
ship. Names of owners, year in wllich the deed was filed f or record and the prices
P?id are sl10wn above. A II of the lots s/10wing no owners/lip, printed in gray, were
grven to Stark county by Mr. Wells.
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C HAPT E R I

A GREAT CHURCH

"In the Beginning"
Hi sto ri cally the location of our Church on the South West
co rner of Wes t T usca rawa s a nd Mc Kinley Ave. is both very
int e resting a nd exc iting. The origin and d eve lo pment of
Ca nt o n and ea rl y Presbyteria nism is closely interwoven. To be
know ledgea ble a bo ut thi s, we naturall y research the foundin g
o f Ca nto n by Beza lee l We lls.
We lls, o f Eng lish d esce nt was born in Mary land in 1772. He
gradua ted from Willi a m and Ma ry College a t Williamsburg,
Virginia a nd becam e a promine nt gove rnme nt surveyor. For
his serv ices, he was give n I I 00 a c res o f land west of the Ohio
Rive r a nd No rth as far a s wha t is now k now n as North Stree t
in Stue be nville, Ohio , w h ich city, alo ng with Atty. J a mes Ross,
he found e d .
Wells was one of 3 5 m en who fram ed the first Ohio Constitution in 180 2 . Lat er as a Se na tor in Ohio's first legislature,
he knew that a ne w County was to be split off of Columbiana
Co., followi ng a trea ty with the Indians, July 4 , 1805 , which
opened up this country west of the Tu scaraw as Rive r to white
settle rs. He a lso kne w the County Seat, according to law , h ad
to be nea r the ce nte r of the proposed county . He found such
an area betwee n the two branches of Nimishillen which was
of good elevation , a lmost treeless and plain (Plain Township)
which stre tched Westwa rd to the Tuscarawas Rive r. He nceforth he bought from the governm e nt for $2 .00 pe r acre , a
large tract of land , about five miles square in this are a and
laid out in the center of the trac t this orig inal p lat divided
into 300 lots of I 00 blocks plus streets and avenues. This plat

was recorded at New Lisbon (now Lisbo n) the nea rest co u n ty
seat on November 15 , 1805 , and he named it Ca nto n .
Legend has it, that Wells had a fri end , Ca ptain O' Do nne ll in
Baltimore who imported m erchandise fro m Ca nto n , C hin a.
This man died a short time before Wells record ed th e p lot hence the name.
When Canton was laid out in 1805 by Bezaleel Wells, fo ur
blocks or parcels of ground were designated for public purposes; "for a cemetery , for a school , for a House o f Wo rshi p
and for a Court House".
The cemetery is now McKinley Park , the sc hoo l i now
Timken Technical Vocational High School , and th e Ho u se of
Worship is now Christ Presbyterian Church a nd th e Co urt
House is where our Court House is now loca ted .
The description of the plot dedica ted for a House of Wo rship
was 200 by 200 feet in size, located between Tuska rawas and
Seventh Streets, and Wells and Plum Stree ts. Plum Stree t was
later renamed in honor of William McKinley ; Tuska rawas
gradually became more dignified and the " k" was ch anged to
a "c". Seventh Street is now Second Street S.W.
Canton in 1808, had about two score inhabitants , and
could boast of two stores, two mills, a grist-mill and a saw-mill ,
four taverns, and a number of shops conducted respec tive ly
by a butcher, a tailor, a shoemaker, a carpenter and a wheelwright. A tanyard was also in operation. A school-teache r, a
doctor and a lawyer had already settled in Canton , but as yet
no preacher of the Gospel was on hand to minister regularly
to spiritual needs of the people.
The occasional visits of Rev.'s Staugh and Mahn enschmidt
had, however, already inspired the people with the thought
of building a modest, little church which would serve as the
home for the Reformed and the Lutheran congregations
which were in the process of formation. The people of each
denomination were too few in number, and too poor in purse,
to attempt the erection of separate church buildings. Furthermore, their residence in eastern Pennsylvania and Maryland
had made them familiar with the idea of union churches,
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ow ne d by the two de nominations, and used alte rna te ly by
the Re form ed a nd Luthera ns. The deno minational barriers
be twee n the Re form ed and Lutheran Churches during that
pe ri o d we re a lm ost o bliterated both in this county as we ll as
in the fath e rla nd. T he be loved German tongue made a bond
of unio n mo re strong than de nomina tio na l watchword s a nd
'
he nce th e pionee r Re fo rm ed and Luthe ran s quickly came to
satis fac to ry und e rstanding, e ffec ted a suita ble form o f organiza ti o n , took possessio n about 18 10 of the lot w h ich had bee n
dec! ica te d fo r c hurc h purposes, and at once bega n preparations
to e rec t ;t small c hurc h. The people we re all poor and could
give little mon e y; but timbe r was p lentifu l and their arms
we re s tro ng, a nd th e fo lks d o na ted their labor, so that after
ome mo nth s a small log fram e church was under roof. Even
before the building was plas tere d and the interior had bee n
fini shed the first serv ices were he ld. This modest h ouse of
worship se rved the tw o congrega tions as a church-home for
a bout 12 yea rs.
Unfortunate ly a ll the c hurc h records of this period have
bee n lost , a nd it is no longer possible from contemporary
doc ume nts to give the exact dates when each congregation
wa s organized , or the union of the two took place. Neither,
do we ha ve any d escription as to size or appearance, except
that the log structure was sided with rough weather boarding,
that it stood on posts some 20 inches a bove the ground, that
the floorin g was loose pla nk s a nd that the seats were puncheon
slabs with back res ts. Also unava ilable a re the dates when the
first church-building was begun or finished.
Towards the end of this period , 1822, a sentim ent for reloca ting gradually developed. Several reasons had arisen to
make a relocation desirable . It seems that the m ajority of the
members lived east of town and therefore the location of a
new church more tha n half a mile farther east would be more
convenient. Furthe rmore , the old building was e ntirely too
small to accommodate the growing congregations; and it was
necessary for a ll special services to forsake the church and go
to the large hall in the court house . The chief reason, however,
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lay in the fact that other de no m ina tions we re pre paring to
organize congregations in Canton, a nd the Re form ed and
Lutheran people feared that a nother c hurc h might be e rec ted
on the plot of ground whic h Beza leel Wells had declicatecl ,
" For a House of Worship". In fact , it was be lieved that any
othe r congregation might claim the right to make usc o f th e
old church and eve n of th e new, if it we re e rected o n the
old site.
These considerations we re sufficient to cause the two co ngregations to a ppoint a com mittee to draw up " Articles o f
Union and Association".
A satisfactory location was soo n selec ted about a quart e r
of a mile outside of the limits of the village to the east, on the
site where the First Reformed Church and the First Luthera n
Church and the two parsonages a re now located. The la nd
was bought from Bezaleel Wells for $80 and was 189 by 396
feet in size. The deed is elated May 16, 1823 (but it was not
recorded until October 6, 1825) a nd co ntains th e fo llowing
provisions, "For the sole use and benefit and be hoof of the
said United Congregations of the Evangelical Luthe ran and
Evangelical Reformed Churches, to be by them occu pied a nd
enjoyed in common for the purposes of erecting and preparing
thereon a house of public wo rship , a schoolhouse, and a
cemetery or burying ground in conformity to the articles of
union and associa tion between the said Evangelical Lu the ran
and Evangelical Reformed Churches." Accordingly the two
congregations began to build their second church building in
1824, and required 5 years to complete.
Before considering the development of Presbyterianism to
get a perspective of the town of Canton , John Sa xton at the
age of 23, founded the first newspaper, a weekly , March 30 ,
1815. His "Topographical View" of Canton was written in
1816 and is as follows:
Canton is situated on a beautiful eminence which rises in
the midst of an extensive plain. Excellent well water may
easily be obtained on the highest ground; and the town,
though formerly somewhat subject to fever and ague, is now
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by the drai ning o ff o f stagna nt water, rendered wholly free
fro m that d iso rder.
On th e east a nd west side of th e town flow the two branches
o f the Nimi shill on , wh ich form a junc tio n about o ne an d onefo urth mile south of th e town: to w hich point it is believed
the Nimishillo n w ill be decla red navigable. These branches are
crossed by fo ur br idges, two of which are 200 fee t in le ngth
and o f a good consturctio n. A sma ll strea m of water (Shriver's
Run ) run s direc tl y t hro ugh the tow n which drives a f ulling
mi ll. wa te rs three tanya rds and then passes off to the
1 imi sh illo n. Th e sho rt est distance to the Tusca rawas River is
e igh t mi les, and to the Cu yahoga twen ty-five. The distance
bL: twce n the head s o r nav igat io n o n these rivers is about eight
miles. a nd t he re is a co nside ra ble pond about midway o f these
po ints w hi c h se nd s o ut a stream to each river.
T h e firs t hou se in Ca nto n was erec ted in the summe r of
18 0 6. The pop ula tion at this tim e ( 18 16) is a bo ut 500. There
is at p resent a temporary cou rt house a nd j a il , but the foundation is laid for a new an d elegan t Court Hou se, 44 by 44 feet.
Ca n ton co nta ins a printing o ffi ce a nd newspaper esta blishme nt , a c hurch for re ligious worship for the German Lutheran
and Germa n Reform ed congregations, a bank with a capita l
o f S65,000.00, nine sto res which e mploy a capital stock of
fift y-five or sixty thousand dollars, four taverns, four ta nya rds ,
three of which are in operation and possess the advantage of
la rge capitals; o ne na il manufac tory , one of tin a nd copper,
two of hats, one black-smith sho p on a large scale, one clock
an d watch-maker , o ne gun-smith, three saddle rs, three cabinet
make rs, two whee lwrights a nd c ha irm akers, one chairma ker
and painter, five shoemakers, three tai lors, a pottery and a
number of house-carpenters a nd joiners. Within four miles of
the town a re seven grist-mills, three sawmills, one oil-well,
one fulling mill , and two ca rding machines for wool and
cotton . The population of the County is about 7500."
Later glimpses of the fortunes of the village include ; incorporated in 1822, a nd I 0 years later it was still a primitive,
co mmunity of less than two thousand souls. The only means

5

of communication with the outside world at that tim e were
poor dirt roads almost impassi ble during some season s of th e
year. Business was largely carried on by barter, and cash
money was exceedingly rare. Until the Ohio Canal was completed through Massillon in 1830, there was no cash marke t
at all for grain . As a consequence ; oats, corn and whea t had
but a small value and could be readily traded in fo r twelve,
fifteen, and twenty-five cents a bushel respective ly. Be fore the
canal was finished , the only way to market grain wa s to haul
it to Pittsburgh or the Ohio River ; afterwards Massillo n became a large grain center. Trade was thus dive rted from
Can ton and business suffered greatly.
It was not untill829 , that the first coal-stoves re placed the
open fireplaces and the homemade contrivances in use . Coal
was brought from Pike Township to the south of Canto n.
Customs and fashions were still very simple and democratic.
Calico was the prevailing material for ladies' fine dresses to be
worn for calls, parties and religious services; while home-spun
was generally worn about the house. Milliners had not yet
invaded the village ; their work as well as that of the dressmakers was performed by the women who happened to be
handiest with the needle. Walking and horse-back riding was
the general mode of conveyance. Women as well as men became expert in handling horses. The people of Canton , as well
~in the country were poor, or just emerging from poverty .
ne-room log cabins constituted the ordinary farmhouse ; a
¥o-room cabin gave indications of increasing wealth; a threeroom house was luxury.
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CHAPTER II

Early Presbyterianism - Canton
The history of our Church is filled with interesting romance,
success an d apathy, frustrations , debts and periods of great
spiritual and num erical growth. It is difficult to appreciate
to day, with a membership of nearly 3000 that at first were
less than a dozen soul s being cared for in 1809 by Reverend
Josh ua Bee r, a Presbyterian Minister of Springfield, Summit
County, Ohio, who made irregular trips to Canton as a roving
missionary. They worshipped at first in private homes, later
in a log-ca bin court house , in the court room of the Stivger
Hote l, thence in a new brick court house and town hall. Rev.
Beer continued sporadical worship services in Canton at stated
periods, until 1815. There is an entry of a marriage in the
Probate Court records of Stark County, Wm. Reynolds esqr.
and Betsey Fisk , solemnized by him on December 5, 1811.
To a certificate of a still later date, he signs himself Joshua
Beer, V.D.M., Presbyterian Church, Canton . From this fact,
it is tolerably certain that an organization existed at a very
early date ; but as no records are known to be in existence,
but little can be said about it. During the next five years,
neighboring Missionaries preached to the small groups of
Presbyterian worshippers. Rev. James Adams officiated quite
frequently, and there are several marriages solemnized by him
on record. The names of some of the other ministers visiting
here in the early days were Rev. Mathews, Rev. Vallandigham
(father of Clement L. Vallandigham , a Democratic legislator
and congressman a few years back, a man of great personal
power, of pleasing address, and of great importance to his
party) and Rev. Cleland. In the absence of a regularly settled
7

Pastor and fixed services, the co ngrega ti o n did no t a t fir st
attain very marked success. In 1820, Rev. Willia m Maclea n
took charge of the congregation a nd found it in a ve ry weak
condition. He began his la bo rs in the new brick co urth o u se,
e rected in 1816, a fe w years before his o fficia l co min g. He
organized the first Sunday School in Stark Co., Decembe r 2 1,
1820 , John Harris, estee m ed a good singer , le d th e singing.
Rev . Mac lea n preached a bout " utility a nd impo rt ance o f
Sabba th Schools" to a class of so me 56 scho lars. Va rie d
accounts and descriptions of his schoo l indi ca tes t hat it grew
and nourished for several years e nj oy ing severa l su pe ri nte ndents and many teachers.
Rev. Mac lean continued to preach during the w inte r a nd
summer following ; but spent a conside ra ble portio n o f hi s
time in visiting destitute localities in the surroundin g cou n rry .
Up to the time of Rev. Maclean's advent in Ca nton, no reco rds
of a regularly organized church see m to have bee n kep t. The
original minute book of the session co ntains t he followin g
entry: " The Rev. William Maclean took charge of t he co ngregation in Ca nton , Ohio , on Nove mber 5 , 1820 , a nd finding
no previous records of the church's organiza t io n , a mee ting
of the congregation was held on the 13th of September , 182 1,
and proceeded to the e lection of three eld ers, whe n Sa mue l
Coulter, Jam es Latimer and Robert Latimer were duly e lec ted
to th at office. On the 27th of Sept. the above mentione d
individually were ordained to hold the office of elders in this
branch of Christ Church.
The following Sabbath the Sacrament of the Lord 's Suppe r
was administered on which occasion the Rev. Wm . Hannah of
Painesville officiated .
The following is a list of the members who united with
(composed) the church on its formation ; John Harris, James
McCoughey, Robert McCaughey, John Crusen, Ellen Cruse n (his
wife) , George McCormick, Anthony Housal , Mrs. Mary Housa l
(his wife), Abigale Hartford, Herziah Coulter, Mrs. Elizabeth
Armstrong, Mrs. Margaret Jones, Joseph Parker, Precious
Parker (his wife), Mrs. Betsey Latimer, Mrs. Nancy Latimer,
8

Mrs. Abiga il McClea n, Mrs. Rachel Laird , Martha Laird , Mrs.
Margare t B. Hazlet t, Mrs. Eliza beth Alexander, Mr. Caskey,
Mrs. Hannah Gaff, Sammuel Coulter, James Latimer, and
Ro bert Latime r. " The total membership being twen ty-seven".
Rev. Maclean continu ed his services until the spring of
1822, a nd six new membe rs were ad ded to the church . He
left the field beca use of non paymen t of his salary . As the
Trustees, Robert La timer , Geo rge Dunbar a nd James Gaff, Sr. ,
were unable to collect the subscriptions, they were sued by
th e ministe r who employed Atty. James Lathrop. Confessing
judgment by de fau lt , the Trustees had to make good the
amo unt from their own pocke ts. Rev. Maclean was an Englishman by birth , and was a man of quite a stylish appearance.
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1826-1830
·..-:

CiiAPTERIII
THE MINISTRY OF REV. JAMES B. MORROW
AND REV. T.M. HOPKINS

First Building Era
f:'or more than three years, the new congregation was without a regular Pastor; but occasional services were given by
Revs. James Adams, James Snodgrass and A. Hannah, who
haq charges not far distant. There were a number of accessions
10

during this period. In October , 1825 , Rev. James B. Morrow,
a lice ntiate of the Presbytery of Winchester, Va. was engaged.
After a formal call , he was ordained and installed by the
Pres bytery of Richland on June 21 , 1826. The ordination
se rmon a nd charge to the new minister were given respectively by Rev. J ames Rowland, of Mansfield, and Rev. James
Snodgrass, of Pigeon Run. Rev. Mr. Morrow continued as
Pasto r until December, 1830, and during the time of his
cha rge th ere were seventy-si x additions by profession and
le tte r, a nd losses by dismissa l, dea th and suspension of fifty ,
leaving at his retirement a membership of fifty-six.
The Sunday Schoo l was maintained during Rev. Morrow's
co nn ec tion with the church. From an old library register of
1829, it appea rs that J acob Rex was the Superintendant, and
th a t Mary L. Craighead , Eliza Laird , Catharine Harry, Mary
Co ulter, Am and a Gaff, Thomas Christmas, James Hazlett,
Seth Godden , Joseph Parker , Joseph Heckman and Eliza Porter
were the teachers. At this time, they numbered about one
hundred scholars in th e school. The lot now occupied by the
Presbyterian Church and parsonage was donated by Mr. Wells,
as we have had occasion to rem ark above, to any religious
socie ty who would take possession of it for a ·house of worship.
About the year 18 27 , the Presbyterians took possession of
the lot, and commenced building a church, but by want of
mea ns and negligence it was not pushed forward to completion,
and Rev. Morrow, thoroughly discouraged and disheartened,
resigned on December I , 1830 his charge and removed to
New Philadelphia.
Spiritual declension followed, and the Sunday School soon
ceased its operation. There was occasional preaching Missionaries and Ministers in search of new charges, but they received
little encouragement until Rev. T.M. Hopkins of New York,
came along on November 1, 1831 . His wife and he were
known as experienced teachers, and he was induced to come
to Canton, to start a school, and to preach for the congregation. General apathy prevailed among the members of the
church; many persons of influence in the community had
II

imbibed infidelity from Paine's book "Age of Reason ", a nd
made public opposition to the cause of religion ; and , o n the
whole, the field did not seem to be a ve ry inviting o ne. A fte r
an interval of one year, in the se rvices of the c hurch , Rev.
Hopkins took the charge. He was in the prim e of his life,
vigorous and enthusiastic in the cause of hi s Mas te r, and a t
once took hold of his work in this new and neglec ted fie ld
with a vim and vigor that indicated success. The ea rlie r me mbers of the congregation were John Harris, Sa mue l Coulte r,
Robert, Thomas and James La timer , James Gaff, J a m es Harry
and Ebenezer Shaw. There we re othe rs, who by previ o us
training and personal prefere nces we re led into sy mp a th y with
the Presbyterian movement, and gave it from tim e to tim e
substantial encourageme nt. In this connectio n a pp ~ar th e
names of James Hazlett , William Christmas, Dr. 1-lartro rd ,
William Raynolds, John Sloan, Seth Godden , Jam es Lathro p.
George Sloan, George Dunbar, Sr. , and William Dra yton , a ll
of whom were in their day, m en of influence in th e commu
nity. To add to the complications mentioned before, Mr.
Hopkins found at first a considerable opposition growing out
of the new-school doctrines of the Presbyterian Church , whic h
at that time were especially canvassed in his church and which
he himself had adopted as the true basis upon which to build
up a regenerated church. He went, nevertheless, earnestly to
work, re-organized the congregation, and in a year or two
began to see the fruits of his labors. The cause of the unfinished
edifice was taken up anew , the women of the congregation
took the matter vigorously in hand, the money was raised , and
the church was finished and dedicated in 1833.
Its internal arrangement and construction were of the
ancient order, with a gallery on three sides, the choir occupying the side directly in front of the minister. The floor pews
were boxes with doors, and the seats narrow and straightbacked and high, suggesting anything else than ease and comfort. Rev. Hopkins, nevertheless, was a popular minister, and
his services were well attended. Some 16 members were
added to the church roll; John Saxon, H. Greswold, etc. He
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was an outspoken temperance man, and his courage may be
judged when it is stated as a fact, that while it was the universal
custom of merchants in his day to keep the whiskey bottle on
the counter for the convenience of the customers, he was the
first in the town to condemn and publicly denounce the
traffic in spirituous liquors. During 1838, after seven years of
Ministry, he removed to another field on account of personal
difficulties among the members of the congregation, which
seriously interfered with his pastoral administration.
The retirement of Rev. Hopkins was succeeded by a period
of coldness and apathy. Sabbath services were held irregularly.
No known minutes were kept. The original record (minute)
book covering the years 1821 to 1837, contains the names of
67 members and I Ol baptisms. It has 82 pages. Prayer meet13

ings were attended by only a half dozen. A little band remembered the promise to two or three and continued steadfast.
After about one and a half years, Messers. Saxon and Sa rtwell
wrote to a Dr. Alexander of Princeto n for a yo un g Minister
who could live on a small salary ($400) a nd revive th e dwindling congregation . Rev. Wilson B. Reeves answered the call late
in 1839. He was a good man, but hardly able to cope with the
situation as many were prejudiced against Princeton Theology .
While he was in charge, an Evangelist by the name of Rev .
J .F . Avery December 1840, held a series of revival meetings
for several months in the Presbyterian Church. Many members
of other churches in sympathy with the move ment took an
active part in the meetings. Rev. Avery was eminently successful in stirring up the "dry bones," and as a result of his
efforts, more than a hundred converts were reported , and
among them some who had before boasted of their infidelity .
As is apt to occur with purely sensational religionists, many
of those at a "time of temptation" fell away , but , probably
the most disastrous effect of the excitement occasioned by
Rev. Avery's preaching, was that the taste of the congregation
for the plain and simple statement of Gospel truths was mu ch
disturbed, and it is recorded by one of our chroniclers of
passing events, that Rev. Reeves found himself inadequate to
supply the pablum desired by the congregation , and he had a
call to another church in April, 1841. However, it must be
said he gave the life blood to a dying church at its most critical
period and saved it from extinction.
Rev. S.S. Porter acted as Supply Minister from 1841 - 1843.
We have no history of his personality or his record. He remained about two years, until April of 1843. During this time
the Presbytery manual gives the names of only I 0 persons as
joining the church. In the statistical tables of the General
Assembly, the church's membership numbered 74. Rev. Porter
was a faithful preacher, a kind of loving pastor. He was very
plain of dress and manner, so much so as not to suit the tastes
of some of the congregation. Anticipating coming estrangement in his Ministry, he resigned.
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Rev. \V.\V. Taylor of Gree nsburg, Pa. followed Rev. Porter
in May 21 , 1843 , and being himself a man of decided convi c tion s, he s ucceeded in bringing th e congregation into active
conn ec tion with the New-School branch of the church. Rev.
Tay lor was a good speaker , and stood well generally with the
co ngrega tion a nd the community. He remained only four
yea rs, but during his pastorate, the church was remode led
inside, a nd its appearance and comfort greatly improved.
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CHAPTER IV

MINISTRY OF REV. EBENEZER BUCKINGHAM, D.O.

Second Building Era
Rev. Ebenezer Buckingham succeeded Rev. T ay lo r o n
November 15, 1846. He was born a t Newark , Ohio, September 18, 1814, and educated at Ohio University, Athe ns, wh ere
he graduated in 1833. He studied Theology at Lancaster, Pa ..
and was licensed by the Presbytery of La ncaster in Septembe r,
1836. He was ordained by the same Presbytery in Sept. o f
1838. Just prior to his call to our church , he labored with
fidelity and acceptance as Pastor of the 2 nd Presbyte rian
Church at Coshocton, Ohio. On the event of his 2 5th anniversary of his ministry here, he made the following remarks
about the church at the time he took charge. " I fo und the
church weak, the congregation small and with a downward
tendency . There was not that unanimity of feeling, tha t
cordial co-operation in efforts to do good which are so
essential to make the work of a Minister pleasant and successful." As he labored on however, he was permitted to see
their feuds in some measure pan away and a better spirit o f
work prevail. He consented to become our Pastor and a
unanimous call was made out for him on the 12 th of March ,
1847. He was duly installed by the Presbytery of Tuscarawas
in October, 1847. He remained in continuous charge for
a period of twenty-six years.
Rev. Buckingham was a man of strong convictions, in some
things with a strong leaning to bigotry, but at the sam e time,
honest, conscientious and zealous in advancing the best interests of his charge, according to his own convictions. During
the Civil War, he took a pronounced stand against the South
16
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which displeased some of the congregation. He was a loyal
suppo rter of President Lincoln during the Civil War.
There can be no doubt that the substantial position of the
Presbyterian Church in Canton today , is very largely due to
his ea rnest, active and long continued labors in this field.
During his very long service, Rev. Buckingham retained the
love a nd esteem of the greater part of his congregation. A
man of noble impulses, and fearless in the discharge of every
duty , as he regarded it, he sometimes came out very plainly
in his public discourses, and taking a lively interest as he did
in all public questions, he not unfrequently trod very closely
upon the toes of some of his parishioners. Little bickerings
and dissatisfactions, accordingly arose from time to time ; but
as he never compromised his caiUng, and did not knowingly
lend his influence of countenance to anything which might
bring re proach upon the cause of Christ, while positive he was
always the urbane and obliging gentleman and retained a
strong hold upon the affections of his people until the last.
After his resignation in Canton, Rev. Buckingham removed
to Muskingum County and took charge of Putnam Female
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Seminary until his death. His remains were brought to Ca nton
and interred in the cemetery west of the city . During his long
pastorate many major accomplishm ents were successfull y
carried out. During 1850, a belfry about 60 fee t high was
attached to church edifice and a bell purcha sed , weighing
I 000 pounds. Total cost of $ 1800.00.
In 1853, a parsonage was erected at a cost of $2 ,200.00 o n
the property adjacent to the church. The church was incorporated under the title of "The First Presbyteri an Church o f
Canton" on November 26, 1851 . During 1866, measures were
inaugurated and carried out for the building of a new sto ne
church, on the corner of Tu scarawas and Plum stree ts
(McKinley Avenue) at a cost of $56,000 .00. (The F irsl Church
was located on the south portion of the lot. ) This was an
immense project for a membership of only 126. Mr. Whiteloc k
of Chicago, was the architect. We acknowledge great respec l
for his creative and engineering ability in designing t he beautiful edifice, the main portion of which we worship in tod ay .
During the years of 1857 to 1864, a surge of spiritual
interest took place and a couple of dozen accessions o ccurred.
Among them were the names of Mr. Peter Housel (Elder
ordained Sept. 20, 1857), John F. Reynolds and Andrew W.
Richards (Elders ordained March 21, 1858), A.W. Ballard and
John F. Clark (Elders ordained April I , 1866), e tc . The me mbership was now 126 and the Pastor's salary was raised to
$1,000.00 per annum. Plans and specifications for the new
church were now finished by the architect ($500.00) and in
the Spring of 1867, the removal of the old church began. In
August of 1867, the corner stone of the new church was laid
with appropriate ceremonies. During construction, the congregation worshiped in the school (academy) building across
the street (Timken Vocational School site). Building committee consisted of James A. Saxton, J .F. Reynolds and
A. Herford. Original subscriptions were obtained for $20,000
but due to delay (stone contractor failed) and increase of
costs, the financing became a difficult problem resulting in a
debt which took 10 years to amortize. The building was
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fina lly dedicated on April 23, 1871. The dedicatory sermon
was preac hed by Rev. Goodrich of Cleveland.
Of great inte res t a nd importance to our church and Canton,
was the McKinley - Saxton wedding which took place on
J anuary 25, 18 71. It was the first event in the new stone
church, taking place eve n be fore the building was entirely
fini shed , tho ugh the Sunday School had been open for several
mo nth s. The ne wspa per account of I ,000 being present must
be di scount ed as th e seating in the new church was only 700.
But with e xtra c hairs and counting those standing, there might
have bee n ncar a th o usand present.
The following is a n account of the wedding as printed in the
Ohio Repositorywritten by the bride's uncle, Mr. John Saxton;
''The audie nce room of the new Stone Presbyterian Church
being nea rly finish ed the lady members resolved a couple of
weeks since to have it ready in time for the wedding of Major
Mc Kinley and Miss Id a Saxton.
Long before the 7:30P.M. named upon the invitations the
house was filled with the expectan t multitude. The scene at
the church was novel and interesting. Here were a thousand
people, all the building would hold , and many had to stand,
all o n tiptoe of expectation to see. It made no difference that
they had taken their places an hour too soon. Prof. Fistie
came in and entertained the first audience that ever filled the
church by music upon the organ. Some minutes after the
playing began there was a sensation. Everybody's face was
turned towards the door. Many stiff-necked old and young
sinners nearly broke their necks at it. At length they came;
first up the left aisle Mr. Jam es A. Saxton leading the bride,
his daughter. They were followed by Miss Mary P. Saxton,
bridesmaid, escorted by Mr. Abner McKinley, sister and
brother of the bride and bridegroom. Upon the right aisle
Major McKinley approached the pulpit leading Mrs. James A.
Saxton. Mrs. William Osborne of Youngstown followed leading Miss Amelia Bockius, also one of the bridesmaids. Messrs.
R.D. Kuhn, M.G . Huntington, M.M. Faber and M. Barber
acted as ushers. As to the dresses worn by the ladies we shall
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William McKinley, our martyred President, and Miss Ida Saxton were married in
the First Presbyterian Cl!urcl!, January 25th, I 87 I
Tile "new" building with unco m pleted tower at that time
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be compelled , owning to our meagre trammg in J e nkin's
technicalities, to be ent irely sile nt except to say that they
were faultless in taste and exceedingly rich and beaut iful.
Arrived at the area in fro nt of the pulpit the pa r t ies disposed of themselves gracefully, the bride and th e bridegroo m
in the center of a half circle, the form er supported by m aids
and latter by the young gentleman named. Rev. E. Buck ingham
and Rev . D. Endsley married the couple using the plain ye t
impressive ceremony usually employed by m inisters of the
Presbyterian and Methodist churches. At the conclusion th e
crowd waited respectfully until the newly made hu sbund an d
wife and their companions had passed out. The n to ngues
were loosed and gossip became sup re me ; and all agreed that
nothing could have been more gracefu lly pe rformed than thi s
first act in the life drama upon which the ga llant Majo r and
his young and beautiful wife had just entered.
After the marriage ceremony the personal frie nds of the
families partook of refreshm ents which had been laid at the
residence of Mr. J .A. Saxton. Mr. and Mrs. McKinley took the
I 0 o'clock P.M. train for the East a nd will make a bridal to ur
of the Eastern cities not being expec ted to return for three or
four weeks."
One incident was omitted in the Repository account. Rev.
Buckingham forgot his engagement for the wedding a nd was
absent when the wedding hour arrived. Messengers were sent,
and he appeared just as those in charge of arrangements were
on the point of sending for Reverend L.M. Kuhns, pastor of
Trinity Lutheran church, a new pastor in town. Also the
newspaper account did not describe the wedding dress , which,
according to Leech was ivory white satin and point lace.
Pina was in pink silk, and Amelia Bockius in corn color.
The wedding occurred four days before McKinley's 28th
birthday. Ida was 24. Father McKinley was at Caseville,
Michigan, and sent a letter explaining why he could not come.
Miss Saxton was a Presbyterian and Mr. McKinley was a
Methodist, thus accounting for the ceremony used .
Upon their return from a three-week honeymoon, they
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took up qu arters tempora ril y in the St. Cloud Hote l while
wa iting fo r the house a t 723 Marke t Ave. N. to be made
read y fo r th e m. This pleasa nt dwelling stood on a spacious
lo t , I 00 fee t fro ntage o n Market a nd 264 fee t along Eli za beth
St. ( la te r Le wis Ave. a nd now 8 th St. N.W.). The rear line of
th e lo t was the p roperl y line o f St. Pe ter's Catholi c Churc h.
(Present site of Me rcy Hosp ital)
An o th e r impo rtant eve nt in the life of our church took
place in 1873, whe n arrangeme nts we re made for a perpe tual
sc ho la rship a t Woos ter Co llege. This has been of grea t financial
aiel to d oze ns o f o ur s tude nts fo r the past 100 years. Followin g is the record o f the agreeme nt:
" On June 8th , Sessio n me t in the Pas tors Study immedia tely
a ft er th e se rvi ces prepa ratory to Co mmunion . Prese nt Rev.
E. Buckin gham Mode rato r , Pe ter Ho usel, John F. Raynolds,
A.W. Ba llards an d J o hn Clark . Elde r John F . Ray nold s prese nted a le tte r fro m the Secre tary of University of Wooster
with refere nce to the issuing of a perpetual Sc holarship in
sa id Unive rsity to this Church .
The fo ll o wing Preambl e a nd Resolution was adopted:
Whe rea s thi s Churc h contributed to the endowment fund of
the Unive rsity of Wooste r an amount sufficient to procure a
pe rpe tua l Scholarship the re in t he refore :
Resolved th a t the Trustees of said Unive rsity of Wooster
be requested to issue a Sc hola rship Certifi ca te in the name of
the First Presbyte rian Church of Canton , Ohio. Conditioned
the rein tha t the Selection of the scholar shall be made by the
Pastor and Session of this church . Ordered that the Clerk
forward this request to the Secre tary of University of Wooster."
On July 5th, a copy o f Ce rtificate of Scholarship was issued
the University of Wooster. " This is to certify that the First
Presbyterian Church of Canton, Stark County , Ohio, has paid
to the University of Wooster Endowment Fund the sum of
Eighteen Hundred and Fifty dollars, for a foundation in said
institution which entitles it or its assigns pe rpetually to keep
one student in said University who shall enjoy all the privileges
and educational advantages of the same without charge for
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tuition. Subject however to the regulatio ns of sa id Unive rsity ."
Dated July 1s t A .D . 1872. J oh n Robin so n, Pres. Board of
Trustees and Lucas Fla ttery , Secre tary.
Separate Board of Trustees established a nd first minutes o f
their meetings appear unde r elate of March 20, 1873. T he re is
a continuous record to the prese nt tim e . Befo re 1873 the
tru stees were a committee of the Sessions.
Rev. Buckingham was a warm frie nd o f our public schools,
and did very mu ch during his stay in Canton to e nh a nce th e ir
popularity and use fulness. Whe n he left at last, it wo uld be
ha rd to decide which felt the worse, hi s congrega ti o n o f 17 1
or the community at large. His ministry en ded w ith the
following action: In the Spring o f 1873, troub les whic h
existed for several years culm inated with the resig nati o ns of
three of the four Elders, plus othe r influentia l m e mbe rs o f
the congregation. This problem was ta ken be fore the Ma ho ning
Presbytery which held a hearing in Canton on April 30. 18 73 .
The following is their report :
"The Judicial Committee respec tfully m ake the following
report upon the subjects before the Presby tery:
RESOLVED , I st, That Presbytery has heard with p leasure
of the long, faithful and successful pastorate of the Rev. E.
Buckingham , D.O. in the First Presbyterian Church of Ca nton ,
Ohio.
RESOLVED , 2nd , That according to the report of the
financial condition of the church, as made by the building
committee at the time of the dedication , that comm ittee
seems entitled to unqualified approval; but the financial
difficulties that have arisen since are of such a character that
Presbytery are unable to say that any particular person or
persons are responsible for them.
RESOLVED, 3rd , That it is the privilege and the duty of
the elders of a church to confer toge the r, a nd a lso with the
pastor, concerning the welfare of the church, and if any difficulties arise, which in their judgment make a cha nge in the
pastorate necessary to the prosperity of the church , fide lity
to their sacred trust as elders requires that they should declare
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tha t judgme nt to the pastor prude ntly , and in th e spirit of
ch arity and te nde rn ess.
R ESO LVED , 4th , T h a t tile prese nt unfortuna te diffe re nce
a nd diffic ulties appea r lo have resul ted in large pa rt fro m
some misunde r ta nding a nd misco nstruc tions, ye t we cannot
who ll y e xcuse e ithe r party from a sha re in the respo nsibi lity
fo r th e prese nt unha ppy slate of a ffairs.
R ESO LVED, 5th , T ha t in th e judgme nt of this Presbytery ,
Mes rs. Cla rk, Ray no ld s a nd Ba llard did , on the 18 th day of
March , 18 73 . virtu a ll y resign th eir office of e lde r, a nd that
t hey arc no t at prese nt act ing e lde rs in the church o f Can ton ,
and c:.1n no l be unl ess re-e lec ted by the people.
R ESO LVED , 6 th , T hat in the judgme nt of the Presbytery ,
th e p rese nt co nditi o n o f th e churc h crea tes such a degree of
e mba rrassme nt to bot h pastor a nd church as ca lls for a separa tio n , a nd the re fo re t he Presby tery , a nx ious to secure the
union , peace a nd prosperity of t he ch urch, and with the
wa rm es t a ffec tio n fo r and confidence in Dr. Buckingh am, do
advise him to resign hi s office of pasto r of this church .
R ESO LV ED , 7th , That Presbytery urge all the parties to
these difficulties to come together at the earliest hour possible,
a nd in the spirit of mee kness and c hristia n love, seek that
peace a nd harmony which become th a church of the Lord
J esus Ch rist.
(Signed) N.P . Ba ily, A . Snyney Macmaster, William Dickson,
Charles F . Ricks, Herzek iah Peck.
I certify th a t the above is a true copy of the report of the
Judic ial Committee, presented to Presbytery in session in
Ca nton , Ohio, April 30th, 1873, and tha t the report was
adopted seriatem, and as a whole .

H.G. Fry
Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Mahoning."
On his depa rture, a large m a rble tablet was placed on the
church wall in apprecia tion of his long pastorate.
In Novembe r of 1873, a few months after Rev. Buckingham
left Canton, Rev . W.J . Park received and accepted a call to
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this pastorate. He organized the first Board of Deacons on
April 20, 1877. He gave promise of great use fuln ess in this
field, but after a few years service and communion, on or
near the 5th day of June, 1879, he became implicated in
grave charges; his connection with the congregation was dissolved in July, 1879, and on the 7th of September o f the
same year, he was de posed from his office by the Ma ho ning
Presbytery to which he and the congregation be lo nged. He
admitted the charges of infide lity and indiscretion.
Rev. J .H. Richey was emp loyed as Minister on Dece mber
9, 1879, for a period of one year. Several othe r Supply
Ministers served in his absence.
In January or 1881, Rev. David E . Platter received a cal l,
and in pursuance of an acceptance thereof, entered up o n his
duties in MarciL He was regularly installed on Tuesday eve ning,
May 31, 1881, The following brief account of his installation
is of interest:
"The installation of Rev. D.E. Platter as Pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church, by a committee appointed by the Presbytery of Mahoning, took place last evening in the presence of a
large congregation. The services were opened by the choir
singing "How Beautiful Upon the Mountains". The Rev. D .H.
Evans, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Youngstown,
presided and preached a sermon appropriate to the occasion
after which he proposed the Constitutional questions to the
Pastor-elect, then to the people. The Rev. N.P. Bailey , D.D. of
Massillon, then delivered the charge to the Pastor, and the
Rev. A.B. Maxwell, Leetonia, the charge to the people, at the
conclusion of which the installing prayer was offered by Mr.
Evans, and the services closed with the benediction by the
Pastor. The floral decorations, the work of Mr. Harry Meyers,
assisted by some of the ladies of the church were very fine,
and drew favorable comments from many admirers".
Rev. Platter served our church for 9 years and enjoyed
along with the congregation a successful period. Total number
of communicants at his installation were 269. Important
accomplishments during his tenure were as follows: Final pay-
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ment of c hurch building debt on April I , 1882 of $4,287.00.
This amount had ex isted si nce 187 1, held by promisory notes
by a few membe rs of the church drawing 8% interest. The
inte rest had been paid yearly but with reduction in principal.
Grea t joy a nd cele bration occured with the burning of these
notes.
Anothe r eve nt of inte rest was the purchase in 1883 and
installa tio n of the first pipe organ for $3,000 .00, manufactured
by Mr. King of Elm y ra, New York. During the next number
o f yea rs the re were many problems relative to the organist's,
cho ir director's a nd e ven to the man hired to "pump" the
o rga n. After so me years the latter was resolved by buying a
wa ter pump for $ 150.00. This worked fin e as long as the
water pressure wa s sufficie nt.
The Buckingham Mission Sabbath School was organized in
1884 , as a Memorial to Rev. Buckingham. The Mission Sunday
School services were first conducted in the old valley station
house sl the junction of the Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne and
Chicago Railroad (now Pennsylvania) and the Valley Railroad
(now B & 0). A building for th e school was erected in the west
end of the city in 1887, which included a chapel, at a cost of
$2400.00. An addition was added to the structure in 1892.
The usual attendance was be tween 200 to 300. The school
was discontinued in 1900. The minutes contain no explanation.
Other events were the purchase in 1884 of a new iron fence
which surrounded the church for $300.00 and the paving of
a walk between the parsonage and the pastors study in the
church. A yearly report to the Mahoning Presbytery (April 1
to April I) is typical of the years from 1871 to 1900 and the
one dated April I, 1885, is as follows :
Receipts

From
From
From
From

Pews (rent) ... .................... ........... . . 2,099.73
Sunday morning collections ......... .
198.54
Ladies Sew. Society ..................... .
28.00
Donations ....... ............................. .
62.70 2388.97
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Expenditures

Pastors salary .............. ..... ........ ....... ... ....... ....... ..... .. I ,500.00
200.00
Organists salary ..... .......... .............. .... .... .... ....... .. .... .
150.00
Janitors salary ....... .... .. .. ............ .......... .......... .... .... .
53. 15
Pumping organ ....... .... ....... .................... .. .. ... .... .... . .
112.60
Gas .......... ............................... ....... .. .... .............. .... .
4.60
Coke ............... ............... ....................... .... .... ......... . .
78.
12
Coal ... .. ................. .................... ............ ..... ...... ... ... .
71 .78
Taxes ...................... ...... .................... ......... .. ......... .
20.65
Insurance ... ... ...... ........... ................. ....... ............... . .
28 .50
Presbyterial Ass't. ........... ........... ... .. ......... ....... .... .. .
32.5 5
Enlarging Choir Gallery ..... ....... ................... .. .. .. .... .
10.00
Additional piece for communion service ... ........ .... .
8 .00
Communion wine and service .. .. ........ ........ ........ .. .. .
7.2 5
A. McGregor & Co., printing ................. ..... ........... ..
11.44
J .A. Palmer, Wallpaper for parsonage .......... ........ ..
32.78
Theobald & Co., repairs at parsonage ........ ........ .... .
Wm. King, R .R. fare and hotel bill while
9.30
repairing organ .. ................................. .. .......... .
2.25
La bar on bell ...... ........ ...... .............. ............. ....... ... .
2.45
Lawrence & Myers, Hardware .. ..... ......... ................ .
4.87
Couch & Strayer Hardware ....... ..... .................... .... .
14.87
Carpenter work, W.A. Hall .... ... ................. ......... .. ..
5.00
A. Fournace, painting .............. ...... .... ................ .... .
10.1
2
Lumber ..... .......... .......... ............ ...... ...................... .
5.15
C.A. Rex, stove pipe and labor ........... ....... ........... ..
1.00
Wernet & Muhs ..................... ............. ... ................ .
.65
Alcohol ................. .............. .......... .......... ... ...... ... .. .
.15
Lantern Globe .... ...... ............. ... ........ ... .. ........... ..... .
.60
Lock .............. .. .......... ................................. ...... .... ..
.25
Kindling .................. :.... ........ ................. .......... .. ... . .
8.83
Deficit from last year ............................ ............. .. ..

2,387.91
The Ladies Aid Society and the Ladies Sewing Society
began functioning and helped in the finances which had always
been a problem . The chief source of money was from pew
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rentals which numbered from 90 to I 08 units. This method
of financing had begun with the church in 187 1, but by 1888
was phased out in favor of a subscription system which did
not turn out as any particular re lief to the finances. After 10
years, the pew rental system again was used as the main source
of money.
A building addition was constructed during 1887 , in the
form of a stone, bell tower at the North East corner of the
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church which added beauty and dignity to the edifice. A new
bell was purchased and the entire cost was $2,000.00. The
bell is the one which we use in our present church. Inspection
by the author reveals that it was cast in 1886, by th e Centennatal Bell Foundry, Campbell and Sons, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
The bell weighs 4,000 pounds, is four feet in diame te r a t the
base and is 3 feet high, and appears to be in excellent co ndition.
It was originally operated manually with a rope pull, but now
is mechanized by an apparatus controlled by an electric button
in the area of the organ. The system was installed a couple of
years ago by Mr. Harry Everhard.
Membership in 1890 was 460 when on Janu ary 5, 1890,
Rev. Platter at the end of his morning sermon announced
his resignation in accordance with an agreement he had
made with the Mahoning Presbytery. At a co ngrega tion al
meeting immediately convened , Resolutions of praise and
expressions of high esteem were adopted. Platitudes of love
of the congregation for Bro. Platter and his family were heartfelt and the blessings of God to rest upon them wherever they
may be called.
On January 16, 1890, the Rev. A. Clay Ferguson was called
and took charge. He was well received and had a successful
ministry. The membership increased to 525 when dissention
developed. A committee appointed by Presbytery was instructed to call a congregational meeting to obtain the wishes
of the members. The meeting was held April 23 , 1895 , with
the following results; 290 in favor and I 03 opposed to the
existing pastoral relations. Thereupon Paster Ferguson expressed his purpose to present his resignation to the Mahoning
Presbytery . On June 9, 1895, the pastor asked the session to
call a congregational meeting for the purpose of the members
uniting with him in his petition to the Presbytery for dissolution of pastoral relations. The meeting of the congregation
was held on June II, 1895 , and all voted approval with no
one dissenting. The Presbytery in their September meeting
dissolved the pastoral relation and declared the pulpit void .
A Pulpit Committee was appointed and on December I,
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1895, called the Rev. O.B. Milligan who was installed December 3 1, 1895. The minutes reveal no indication as to the
problem of Rev. Ferguson's resignation . However, historically,
it is interesting to note tha t by the authority and blessing of
the Presbytery of Mahoning, on June 18, 1895 , an organizatio na l meeting was held , Rev. Lyman Hannah presiding,
establishing Ca lvary Presbyterian Church, Canton, Ohio, with
204 m embe rs and Rev. Ferguson as Minister and Church
organizer. Regular meetings were held in the Grand Opera
Ho use. Many o f our membership including officers requested
le tters o f dismission. This condition continued over a period
o f a cou ple o f years - a very disco uraging and trying time to
a co ngrega tio n and a new minister. However, new members
joined and the congregation continued at about 395. The
pew re ntal sys te m was resum ed about 1898, and continued
for a bo ut five years. Then , again returned to the pledge and
subscription plan of ra ising money. Finances during this period
were ge nera ll y sa tisfactory and the pastors salary in the year
1906 was $2,300.00. During the year of 1902, the 12 sanctuary windows were re placed by the Cleveland Window Glass
Co. at a price of $50.00 apiece with memorial plates, and a
suitable design selected by the com mit tee on church windows.
Also the large North window was re placed for $300.00. On
March 3rd , the church parsonage (8 rooms) was sold and
removed from the church lot to Fife Bros. for $375 .00 cash.
The music of the Church during this general period was
provided by an organist and a quartet - soprano, alto, bass
and tenor.
On February 12, 1903 , the Congregation adopted an overture from the Session to change from Chalice to individual
cup Communion Service. Later, Brother Lewis Gibbs presented
the church with 325 go ld banded cups with trays holding 36
cups each, procured from the Thomas Communion Service
Co. of Lima, Ohio. This was the origin and beginning of our
individual type communion service.
The minutes of Session reveal that the Church used its
scholarship at Wooster each year. The church was enjoying a
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prosperous period whe n suddenly the minutes revea l o n
August 28, 1908, the foll owing ; " Th e Pas tor, Rev. O .B .
Milligan was suddenly ca lled away by d ea th thro ug h a n in e xplicable accident at his hom e." The membershi p o f 5 23 was
shocked at this tragedy and many tributes of condo le nce and
obituary resolutions were mad e and recorded in t he sess ion
record . A "Committee on Pastor" was appo in te d and o n
February 28 , 1909 , and later reporte d an d reco mm e nd ed to
the congregational meeting, the ca lling of Rev. Geo rge Edwa rd s
Jackson D.O. of Ironton , Ohio, to the Minis try or o ur C hurc h.
The recommendation was accepted a nd Rev. J ackso n Look
charge on April I, and was form ally installed o n April 29, 19 0 9.
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CHA PT E R V

MINISTRY OF REV. GEORGE E. JACKSON , D.D .

"Third Building Era"
Rl.!v. Jackso n bega n his Ministry, which continued for I I
yea rs, wi th great vigor and enthusiasm . His leadership was
hea rtil y accepted and a period o f growth in program, membe r hip , building remodeling and Sunday School additions
foll o wed.
The number of co mmunica nts in 1909 was 500. The total
Ch urch ex pe nditures $8, 187.00 of which $5 ,043 .00 was for
congrega tion a l expenses and the rest went to a variety of
benevo lences. (The Genera l Assembly Apportionment was
$4 1.84 and the ministers salary was $2, 100.00 per year). The
above gives us a glimpse of t he status of our church a t the turn
of the ce ntury.
The Sessio n minutes over the years are quite verbose with
problems of the Music Committee and one would observe
from the many, many changes of personnel that the music portion of the worship service was most troublesome. Example:
On August I, 1909, the Session requested the resignation of
the Choir Director, Prof. Daniel who was the first Director
and served less than two years. The organist having already
quit. The session on Sep tember 20, 1909, authorized the
employment of the Shelly Quartette for three months, etc.
The Session and Trustees considered building a parsonage,
at the July II , 1911 , meeting for an amount of $7,500.00
but the idea was laid on the ta ble and not removed. However,
it was at that time , that a decision had been made and plans
were being developed for the renovation of the Church and
constructing a Sunday School addition on the South end of
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the Church. The Minutes of Session and Tru stees are very
sparse and brief on this matter. The first intimatio n th a t a
new building project was about to take place is in the Sessio n
minutes of May 28, 1911, when they ordered a congregatio nal
meeting following the public service on the Sabbath of June 4 ,
to hear a report of the Committee on Building an addition to
the church, and to take such action as may be deem ed p roper.
Obviously the report was accepted but there is no record of
the congregational meeting. The next Session minutes pertaining to the building program occur as a summary of events
occuring during the year prior to April 4 , l 91 2 , and are as
follows: Resume: The annual Congregational meeting- officers,
chairmen, secretary and treasurer were elected. Reports were
made of work done by the different church organizations
during the years past. The question of enlarging the church
building by the erection of a Sunday School addition was
introduced and discussed, resulting in the appointment of a
building committee to inquire into the probable cost of such
improvement and the feeling of the people of the congregation
towards it-to report at a future meeting.
A meeting of the congregation was called to hear and take
action upon the report of the building committee - those
plans and elevations for the proposed new structure were
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shown upon the screen by means of stereoptican views with
explanations by the pastor. The committee reports the
estimated cost inc luding furnishings at from $40,000 to
$45,000. There was expression from several in the congregation favoring the proposed work , the plans submitted were
accepted , a nd the congregation authorized the building committee to e nla rge itself by additional appointments and empowe re d to proceed with the work of building. Th e Building
Committee Cha irm an was Mr. E.K. Sober.
A finance com mittee was provided for with Charles N.
Vica ry as chairman to appoint the committee and solicitors
for securing subscriptions to the building fund. Committee
on Auditing Treasure r's book reported page II. A called
mee ting of the congregation authorized the Church trustees
to borrow such monies as may be necessa ry from time to time
to meet the req uireme nts of the building committee. Progress
was reported in effort making to get legal title to the church lot
made to this church from the heirs of Bezaleel Wells, who gave
the lot for church and religious purposes, when he originally
laid out and dedicated the town site. It is recorded that construction began in August, 191 I. The name of the general contractor was Mr. E. Converse of Massillon ; the architect was
Fountain & Moratz of Cleve., Ohio. No mention of any details
of the building structure is made, but of course we all know the
end results both from memory and pictures. The Chancel was
changed from the South to the North, reversing the pews and
the seating in the Nave from short pew type to the new open
long pew type. The old walnut cushion pews were used in
the new Sunday School auditorium. (Note - some of them
were reconditioned and are the pews now in Christ Chapel).
The trustees in their minutes of November 6, I 91 I, arranged
to borrow up to $40,000 from various Banks and Savings and
Loan Companys in the city . As a part of the program, a new
pipe organ was purchased from the Stephens Organ Co. of
Marietta, Ohio. This organ was described as one of the best,
with 31 speaking stops, nearly 300 pipes and of the newest
pneumatic action (using three miles of lead pipes). Much of
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the old organ was used in the constru ction of tile new organ.
The cost of the organ is not revealed but it is of in te res t that
Andrew Carnegie contributed $ 1,750.00 to the organ fund, for
which he was gratuitously thanked.
On July I, 1912, the loans were consolidated and a loan of
$40,000 was secured from the City Savings and Loan Co . a t
6% per annum, which was approved by th e court afte r Smith
and Trump Abstract Co. had brought the desc ripti o n of tile
lot up to date. The progress of the ·building program and its
financing seemed to be very satisfactory. Contribut io ns likewise were good. During the building program , the church
services and program were carried ou t in various locations
on a gratuity basis- Trinity Lutheran Church , Firs t Me thodis t
(now Church of tile Savior) church, YMCA , Maso nic Te mp le
(then located at the N.W. corner of Market and 4th Street.

1912 Church
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The following progress re port was made to the Mahoning
Presbytery on Sep tem ber 9, 1912:
"For more than one year we have been e ngaged in the
e nterprise of rebuilding ou r old church and adding to it a
structure la rger than the original building. The work is fast
nea ring complet ion a nd we have good hopes of being able to
dedicate the new stru c ture to the worship of God by Novembe r I st. The comple ted building will have more than forty
distinc t and separa te room s adapted to every kind of church
work. We do not know of a ny c hurch building anywhere that
will be so comm od ious and comple te as this will be, when
fini shed. The e ntire ex pe nse of the e nte rprise with a new
orga n and o ther furnishings, will be very close to $60,000.00.
More than hal f of thi s has bee n provided fo r by subscription
and we have good hopes of providing for the remainder very
soon . During th e past year, the church ha s also secured quitclaim d eeds from the heirs of Bezaleel Wells, who gave the
block of land to the city for c hurch purposes, on which the
church now stands. This gives the church title to a most
valuable property , being a full city block within four squares
from the Cour t House.
We believe the material prosperity which has been ours is
an indication of the spiritual blessings that have co m e to us.
Though we have worked at a great disadvantage the past year
in having to hold our services of worship in places not suitable,
with frequent changes from one place to another, yet we have
made substantial progress. The revival campaign held in our
midst last winter has left deep marks for good and our church
largely shared in the fruits of those meetings. The church
today numbers a membership of about 700, the largest in her
history . Our Sunday School is making progress. It is being
thoroug hly organized and we are making plans for large growth
and developme nt in this direction. We have some of the most
efficient workers in the city and you may expect to hear more,
la ter on from our school.
Miss Edith L. Bronson, a graduate of the Moody Institute
has been engaged as an assistant to the pastor. She has been
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in the field three months and has shown he rself a m ost e ffi cie nt
helper and will, we be lieve, be of great service in o ur c hurc h.
Our prayer mee ting is very well a t tended. The pas to r has
been for a number of months co nduc ting a tudy o r th e Ac ts
of the Apostles during the praye r mee ting ho ur. It ha s proven
most inte resting and helpful and will be co ntinu ed thro ugh
the year. The key note to our work fo r this yea r is the study
of the Bible .
While of course we have to mee t with all th e disco uragements and obstacles which the devil is usuall y a ble to op pose
to the work of the Kingdom, ye t we feel tha t we have many
reasons for encouragement. The First Church o f Ca nto n has
her face to the future and , ex pecting great th ings fr om Gael.
we are undertaking great things for Him .
Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the wo rld o f the Lo rd
may have free course, and be glorified , eve n as it is with you ."
The new Church was dedica ted on Decembe r 12, 19 12,
and the only report in the Session Minutes is as follows: " Our
remodeled church and Sunday School addition we re dedicated with appropriate services - Rev. Edga r P. Kill of
McCormick Theological Institute preaching the se rmon", An
upsurge of program activity ensued in the new church - total
communicants increased to 703 - Rev. Jackso n gave strong
and inspiring leadership. The total cost of the building program according to minutes of January I , 1914, was $65,300.00,
which was considered satisfactory.
A special meeting of the joint Boards on May 4 , 1914,
authorized the sale of the West 80 feet of the church lot
to the YMCA at the time the YMCA was looking for a n ew
location. The offer was not accepted and their new selection
was where the YMCA is presently located. (Former location
was immediately east across McKinley Ave. from our Church).
Fortunately for us, the offer was not accepted.
Further attempt of clearing our property title was recorded
in the Trustees Minutes of May I st, 1916, as follows:
"WHEREAS Joseph M. Blake of Canton, Ohio , acquired
and has conveyed to the First Presbyterian Church of Canton,
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Easter, 1914

Ohio , the interest of the he irs of Bezaleel Wells in a nd to lot
#294 as the same is numbered on the original town plat of
the City of Canton, Stark County , Ohio.
Now, THEREFORE , The First Presbyteria n Churc h of
Canton , Ohio, by the undersigned, its Trustees, he reby p romise to pay to the order of Josep h M. Blake $ 11 8 1.85 (E leve n
Hundred and Eight-one dollars and e ight-five hundredth s ce nts)
without interest at such time as the First Presbyte ri an C hurch
shall or may sell the whole of any part or lot #294 o r at such
time as said First Presbyterian Church of Ca nton , Ohio, sha ll
or may execute any long term lease for the whole or any part
of said premises, which is bounded on the North by T uscarawas Stree t , W. on the East by McKinley Ave., S.W. , on the
South by Second Stree t , S .W. and on the West b y We lls Ave .,
S.W. Signed: The First Presbyterian Church of Ca n ton , Ohio.
Trustees."
As the Church prospered in program and membership under
the excellent leadership of Rev. Jackson , the lingering building
debt became more and more of a problem and m any efforts
to pay off the debt failed. However , the de bt had been reduced to $11,000.00 by April I , 1919, and was secured by a
$40,000.00 first mortgage on the church made in I 914.
Membership by April I , 1920, had reached a n a ll time high
I 021, and the church general operating expense was $15,048.00
and Benevolence of $4, I 00.00 in various ca tegories.
On July 1, 1920, Rev. Jackson sent a Jetter to Session
which read: that he had received and accepted a call to the
Presbyterian Church of Oxford, Ohio, to become their Pastor
and thereby tendered his resigna tion as Pastor of this Church
to take effect August 29. At his request the Sessio n called a
meeting of the Congregation to be held at the close of the
morning service July II th, to take affirmative ac tion upon
the resignation and join him in asking the Presbyte ry of
Mahoning to dissolve the relation, existing between them to
take effect-August 29th.
Mr. Stevens was appointed as de legate to rep resent the
Session at Presbytery.
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At th e congregatio nal m eeting of Jul y l l , 1920, with Rev.
Gabrie l Doktts as mod e ra tor, officially dissolved the pas toral
re la tio nship of Rev. Jack son . Mr. Pre ntice Loo mis w as e lected
to represe nt Lhe co ngregation at Presb y te ry mee ting in Alliance
o n Monda y . J u ly 12 .
Exp ressio ns of app recia tion and gratitude we re record ed
fo r the lo ng a nd l'ruitl'ul pas torate of Rev. Dr. Ja ckson.
Mr. C.N . V icary c hairma n of the Pulpit Co mmittee , recomm end ed by w;ty o r th e Session , to the ca lled congregationa l
mee ting , Dec . 5 , 1920 , the issuing a call to th e Rev. A. Lee
Wilson o f Wy omi ng , Ohio (suburb of Cincinnatti). R ev. Wilson
accep ted a nd wa s forma ll y in sta lle d as our 14th pastor on
J a nu a ry 24. 1921. The install a tion se rmon was preached by
Rev. George Lu ccock o f Wooster College. Our p astor had
graduated fro m Wooste r and Princeton Theologica l Se minary
in 1905. He had se rve d a t his fo rmer c harge for !4 years. The
new pastor e ntered into his charge with great vigor and de-

R ev. A /fred L ee Wilson, Pastor
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termination looking forw ard to increasing program and commitments. Likewise he was received with warmth a nd mu ch
expectation . Of historical interest was the gift of a new Ba ptismal Font by Mr. and Mrs. C.N. vicary in memo ry of their
deceased daughter , Mrs. Grace Vicary Potto rf. It was first
used on May 22, 1921 , when the deceased 's daughte r Louise
Carolyn Pottorf was baptised . This is the bea utiful marble
font in the right front of our church which has served our
congregation ever since .
1921 marked the 1OOth year for our church and t he fo llowing resolution was officially adopted :
At a meeting of the Board of Trustees and Church Session
of the First Presbyterian Church o n July 31 , 192 1, the fo llowing Resolution was introduced and adopted:
WHEREAS : 100 years ago in the Fall of 182 1 the First
Presbyterian Church of Canton was orga nized and established
in this city, and
WHEREAS , being in continual existence since that time,
it is deemed fitting that public recognition of this Ce nte nary
Anniversary be observed by the Church this Fall , and
WHEREAS, the Officers of the Church have therefore
selected the week beginning Sunday , October 16th, a nd e nding Sunday, October 23rd , during which time an appro pria te
program will be conducted , and
WHEREAS, it is recommended by the Officers of the
CHURCH that one of the events of this occasion shall include
a Free Will Offering designated as a "CENTENARY OFFERING", to be contributed by the members of the CHURCH in
cash or its equivalent, at the Sunday morning service on
October 23rd, when the final event of the Centenary program
will be observed, and
WHEREAS, it is recommended by the Officers of the
CHURCH that the amount to be raised on this occasion, to
cover purposes for which the same is desired, as noted below,
should be $10,000 as represented in the observance of this
Anniversary, any amount they can give in the sum of I 00
times their weekly contribution, as-
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I 00 times
100 times
100 times
100 times
100 times
100 times
and up , and

It - total$ 1.00
5t - total
5.00
lOt - total
10.00
25t- total 25.00
SOt - total 50.00
1.00 -total 100.00

WHEREAS: the sum total of this cash contribution is to
be used by the Officers of the Church in the approximate
amou nts and for the following purposes: Fo r re-decora ting entire interior of Church, including
Sunday School rooms and all .... . . . ..... .. .. . . ... ... $3000
For acquiring Church Parsonage and making partial
payment thereon .. ............ ... . . .......... . ... $2000
For complete new sidewalks around outside of Church. . . . . . $ 750
For ash pit and coal chute on West side of Church . . . . . . . . . $ 200
For ex tinguishing balance of Church debt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1500
For landscaping, hedging and planting about Church property. $ 750
For expenses of Centenary Anniversary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 500
For miscellaneous repa irs and expenses and surplus. . . . . . . . . $1300
$10,000

Therefore be it
RESOL YEO : That the undersigned members of the First
Presbyterian Church of Canton, Ohio, hereby pledge themselves to give as a cash offering in the Services on the morning
of October 23rd, the respective amounts set opposite their
names, for the purposes set forth, and in observance of the
occasion as a "Centenary Free Will Offering". The Centennial Celebration was held during the week of
October I 6, 192 1. The brochure of the occasion (24 pages)
contained Rev. Wilson's picture, the program, short history of
the church and the roster of the church membership (1120).
The program was as follows: (high-lights of the Centennial
Week Celebration)
Sunday , October 16; Sunday School Rally. Introduction
of our own missionaries, Rev. L.J. Beebe and Mrs. Mary
Niederhauser Beebe, of Siam. Address by Rev. Joel B. Hayden,
of Cleveland.
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Tuesday, O ctober 18; Fellowship Night. Local Ministers
participating. Rev . Wm . P . Hollister, Moderato r, Ma honing
Presbytery.
Wednesday , October 19; Women's Day . Genera l hi stor ica l
and fellowship meeting of all of the women's o rganizations
of the church.
Thursday , O ctober 20 , Men 's Night. Judge Charles Krichbaum , presiding. Address by Dr. J o hn Tim o th y S to ne of
Chicago.
Friday, October 2 1: Sunday School Night with a pagea nt
presented by the school, de picting the history of the las t
century.
Sunday, O ctober 23: Church Anniversary Day . Dr. Charles
F . Wishart, president of Wooster College, m o rnin g address
" The Coming Kingdom," and evening address '' Life's Mileposts."

Church Session-Left to riglrt, standi11g: Clark W. Metzge r, J.L. G. Pottorf, Edward
W. Stevens, Frank A. Hatma , 0. Brent Card, Samuel G. Zimmerm an, Clair W. Fretz,
Robert R . Cor:dray, Jolrn L. Colmery; Left to rig!zt, sitting: William S. Fors!zee,
Alfred Lee W1lson, Moderator; Tlromas H. Currie, Eff/o B. Proctor, Clerk; Left
insert: T!zomas H. Rabe, deceased. Riglrt Insert: C.N. Vicary, deceased.
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Board of Deacons-Left to riglzt: Jolzn H. Lind, Jam es A. Bowman, Secretary and
Treasurer; J.M. Fife, Presiden t ; Ha rry IY. Irwin, Henry IY. Foltz, Wm. S. M cCielland.

Board of Trustees-Top row, left to riglzt: Gran tS. Pike, Secre tary; P.M. Seymour,
E.H . Sclzmieding, J acob I. Piper, President; William A . Harris. Bottom ro w: F. IV.
Preyer, H.F. Barclzelor, Ned M. A us tin, J. Stauffer Shanks, E.IY. Gibbs, C. A. LaMollt.
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The Centennial Special Offering Fund totalled $ 10, I 02 .66 .
The Church mortgage of $ 1850.00 was paid and t he mor tgage
was cancelled on November 14, 192 1. This Building deb t had
existed since 1912, being amortized slowly and w ith difficulty
during the intervening nine years.
The lOOth Anniversa ry Celebration was an e nt husiastic
success and the cause of Christianity was greatly en hanced.
By authority of the Joint Boards, a Parsonage was au th o rized to be built for the use of our Pastor. A lo t was purc hased
.at 210 - 17th Street N .E . at a cost of $3 500.00 , this bei ng a
gift from Mrs. C.N. Vicary in memory o f her husba nd, the
late C.N. Vicary. Also in his memory, Mrs. Vi ca ry esta blished
a second perpetual scholarship at Wooster College.
The new l 0 room brick building wi th separa te ga rage was
built and ready for occupancy on Novem ber 15, 1922 , a t a
cost of $16,500, ($6000 from Church funds and $ 10,5 00
mortgage loan from the Dime Savi ngs Bank.) Requi reme nt o f
the loan was payment of $100 monthly including in terest. The
congregation was very happy and proud of their accomplishment and Rev. Wilson and family took possession . Mr. Fre d
W. Preyer was chairman of the Building Committee. The
following was adopted in March of 1923 :
"On motion of Mr. Batchelor, seconded by Mr. Harris, the
following resolution was adopted :
"Whereas, for reasons of his own, Mr. Frederick W. Preyer
declined to permit the use of his name in the nomina tions for
trustees at the last Congregational meeting, and
Whereas, the Board of Trustees of which Mr. Preyer has
been a member for many years, recognizes his faithfulness in
attendance upon meetings, and his hearty co-operation during
the trying times in the finances of the church, which happily
were met, and many difficulties overcome during his incumbency, therefore be it
Resolved, that the members of this Board express, on behalf of themselves their very great appreciation of the services
of Mr. Preyer as a member of this Board, in his u nfailing
efforts to lift the church out of debt, and to acknowledge the
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very large part performed by him personally, in bringing this
condition to pass, and be it further
Resolved , that the Board expresses its regre t that Mr.
Preyer's presence, ac tivities, and sound counsel will be missing
from future mee tings of the Board , and be it further
Resolved , that a copy of this resolution be sent to Mr.
Preyer in recognition of our apprecia tion of the splendid
servi ces he has rende red the church as a member of the Board
in th e tim es just pasl."
During this period , the Minister's salary was $5, I 00.00,
Congrega ti onal ex penses $15 ,385 .00 and Benevolences $9,053 .
The mo ney was raised each year by the subscription of every
membe r ca nvas me th od. The music was furnished by organ and
quarte tte plus special music on certain occasions at a cost of
£2,697.00 yearly. General Assembly Assessment was $162.00.
The program of the Church flourished - several Missionary
Societies, two Missionaries in the field , two Boy Scout Troups
No. 8 and I 0 , etc.
Randall Morrow was appointed on July II, 1926, as our
first Director of Religious Education at a salary of $2700.00
per annum. At the Congregational meeting on February 12,
1928, following the morning service:
"The Clerk, Mr. Proctor, read the minutes of the joint meeting of the Session and Trustees following which the Pastor,
Mr. Wilson, spoke giving reason for offering his resignation,
expressing his appreciation of the fine support given him here
in the seven years of his pastorate, and asking that he might
be released in order to accept what he believed to be the
Lord's call to the Kenwood Church of Chicago."
Needless to say, this was a real shock to the en tire mem hership, who had become endeared to their Pastor both as a
friend as well as their spiritual leader. Their feelings are best
expressed by the following testimonial, which was adopted
by a later Congregational meeting:
"Mr. D .P. Loomis there made the following motion: Mr.
Chairman and Fellow Members of the Old First Church of
Canton, Ohio.
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Seven years ago it was my grea t privilege to move from
this floor that a call be extended to Alfred Lee Wilso n of
Wyoming, Ohio, to come to us as Pastor. I t was a rea l pri vilege
for I knew there what we were ge tting. It has see m ed fitting
today that I should have the unpleasant task o f m aking the
motion to accept the resignation of Dr. Wilson as o ur Pas tor.
To him I address these few lines desiring that th ey becom e
a part of the permanent records of our Church:
Just seven years you came to us,
lVe liked you from the very start;

We have not helped y ou ve1y much,
But you have always done your part.
We find you 've put a thousand names
Upon our Church's changing Roll;
You've given us so very much
That helped us all both mind and soul.
You've lived all times as one of us,
And never tried to dwell apart;
And so you're going from us now
Will grieve each loving, faithful heart.
And while you/eave a pleasant home
And friends who hate to see you go,
We all are pleased to see you climb
We know He wills it - should be so.
And so we say to you today,
Our Pastor, friend, and faithful broth 'r,
You've bettered all our lives we're sure
And we'll be better to each oth 'r.
'
The kindly, cheerful way you work,
Inspires us all to better things;
'Tis this your noble life and work
Do honor to the King of Kings.
And since you live alone to serve,
We're pleased you've got a larger field;
We join in wishing you God speed,
To his great Will we always yield.
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And so I move, Mr. Chairma n, that we accept Dr. Wilson's
resignatio n as of March 12, 1928. It is done with a keen sense
of the great perso na l loss to us, but with a n a biding faith that
it is th e hand of a grac ious, loving Father reaching out and
leading a good an d useful man to a field of la rger opportunity
fo r se rvice to Him a nd huma nity." The motion was carried
un an imo usly.
Mr. Po lt'orf was designated to represe nt the Church with
th e Mahoning Pres by tery, March I I , I 928, and the Pulpit was
decla re d vacan t on M<Jrch I , I 928 .
The Se ion o n Ma rc h 6 , ex pressed their appreciation as
fo ll ows:
" We desire to go on reco rd as regre tting deeply the dissolution of the rci<Jtion ship o f Pastor and people, which has
ex isted for the p<Jst seven yea rs between Rev. A.L. Wilson and
t he co ngrega tion of the First Church. During these years the
pecu liarl y intima te associa tio n of Pastor and Session has deve loped the most cordia l, happy and loyal frie ndships the severance of which will leave a vacancy in our lives difficult to fill.
We have recognized in Mr. Wilson during these years of
service here, some c ha rac teristics to which we credit his
success; a li fe whole-heartedly de dicated to the Lord 's service;
a response to the need of Christian leade rship; a sincerity in
a ll his pastoral re lationships; alertness in a ll depa rtme nts of
Church work; a personality universa lly loved - and all built
upon the firm foundation, ever Christ.
Since, however, tlus loss has come to us contrary to our
own wishes and despite our own efforts to avoid , we wish to
express the very high esteem in which he has been held whjle
with us here ; a nd further , our prayerful interest in him and
his family as he goes to his new field of work; and our assurance that the same characteristics manifested there will win
for him and the Cause he serves the same kind of success
which has so abundantly crowned his efforts here."
On March II , 1928, Rev. A.L. Wilson, D.D . closed his
pastorate in the Old First Church with a sermon, "What Makes
Life Worth While."
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His parting message was as fo llows:
"To the members and friends of the First Presbyterian Church,
Canton, Ohio:
It is impossible in any formal way to say the things that are in
my heart; but I do want you to know that as your Minister I
deeply appreciate the wonderful loyalty you have shown to me
during these seven happy years in which it has been my job to labor
in your midst.
To our home, and to our family, in days of sorrow as well as in
days of joy, you have given your best. Like Jacob of old, our
entire family can say; ''These seven years seem but a day because
of your love."
That the Lord may bless you and keep you every one is the
earnest prayer in which Mrs. Wilson, Tom and Betty join me.
Very sincerely yours,
Alfred Lee Wilson."

The condition of the Church at this time (March 31 , 1928)
was one of strength and prosperity - communicants numbered
1489, which was by far the largest in the history of the
Church, balanced budget of $22,681.00 and Benevolences of
$14,869.00. Endowment Fund was developing- Mr. and Mrs.
Lewis Gibbs Memorial Fund of $15,000.00 (April 22, 1926)
and the Francis J. Keplinger Fund of $2,000.00. The mo rtgage
loan of the parsonage is being amortized at the rate of $100
per month as stipulated, present balance $5,832.00. There is
no other indebtedness. Committment and spiritual grace was
excellent. The economy of the country was good.
Soon after Dr. Wilson's statement of intentions, a congregational meeting was held on February 12, 1928, which a uthorized the appointment of a Pulpit Committee. This committee
was composed of Edward C. Baldwin, Chairman, William E.
Miller, Walter Witham, George H. Walker and Efflo B. Proctor.
These members represented the several boards and the congregation at large. Walter Witham was chosen Secretary . This
committee was charged with two responsibilities, first: pulpit
supply during the interim and second to procure and recommend to the congregation a Minister to succeed Dr. Wilson.
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Some of the interim Preachers we re: the Reverend President
Charles F . Wishar t of Woos ter, the Revere nd President R. Ames
Montgom ery of Lane T heological Seminary , the Reverend
Professor J ohn Ada m Ga rber of Lane Theological Seminary,
the Reverend Pro fesso r Selby Frame Vance of Western T heologica l Seminary, the Reve rend Professo r J . Harry Co tton of
Wooster, an d the Revere nd E.P. Herbruck , D.D. The Committee
rega rds it as very fo rtunale that these men have bee n available
and we fe el pa rti cularly gra teful that Professor Cotton has been
ava ilable for so many Sundays. The supplies for the month o f
August an d fo r the F irst Sunday in September are as fo llows:
Reverend Co t ton, a brother of Professo r Cotton, August 5th
and 12 th ; Mr. V.A. Schreiber, August 19 th ; Rev. S.M.F.
Nesbitt, Wooster, August 26 th ; Rev. B.F . Brundage, D.D.
Septembe r 2nd .
The Committee had many meetings and searched far and
wide realizi ng the ir grea t respo nsibility and importance of
their task, always conscious of Divine Guidance. They traveled
some 5 ,000 miles, pe rso nally interviewed 13 diffe rent prospects and heard five different men preach. At last on Sabbath
morning July 22, 1928, at a congregational meeting with Rev.
Harry Cotton as Mod erator, Chairm an Baldwin made the
committee report. The report was quite detailed and lengthy
reviewing the committee activities over a period of six months,
and then came to th e an nouncement as follows :
"As we thought out the problem at the very beginning of
our work, we set up among the requirements that would be expected of the man we would recommend to the congregation
that he should be a good organizer, a good administrator,
successful in work with young people, capable of constructing
and delivering good sermons, tactful, resourceful, and above
all, spiritually minded. We have diligently sought for such a
man and have attempted to look with your eyes upon each
prospect whose name has been before us.
We believe we have found such a man and with a deep sense
of its importance and with the profound conviction that we
have been divinely guided, we unanimously recommend for
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Rev. James Wilson Bean, D.D., Pastor

your consideration for the Pastorate of this Church, Reverend
James Wilson Bean, D.D., Pastor of the Dayton Ave. Presbyterian Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, upon the understanding
that he will begin his service October 1st at a salary of
$6,000.00 per annum, with the free use of the parsonage,
moving expenses to Canton, as is customary , and six weeks
vacation annually.
Dr. Bean did not seek our pulpit; we sought Dr. Bean. He
was called to our attention by President Montgomery of Lane
Theological Seminary, who strongly commended him to us as
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being eminently well fitted for this particular charge. Dr. Bean
did not know of this vacancy until he was approached by your
Committee. He was born in Burlington , Iowa, the son of a
Presbyterian Elder, grew up in Fairfield , Iowa, took his A.B.
in 1902 at Pa rsons College, received his theological training
at Omaha Theological Seminary where he won in competitive
exa mination , the " Secretary's Scholarship "which carried with
it provisio n for his attendance at Princeton Theological Seminary during the season of 1905 and 1906, where he received
the degree of S.T.B. He was ordained in 1906 in the Presbyterian Church o f Winfield, Iowa, where he served as Minister
for three years. In 1909 he became the Minister of the Memorial Presby terian Church of Cherokee, Iowa, where he remained until in 19 13 , when he became the Minister of the
First Presbyterian Church of Hastings, Nebraska. He remained
there five years, during two years of which time he taught the
Bible in Hastings College.
He was called from the Pastorate of the Church at Hastings
to become the President of the College of Emporia but because
of differences as to policy, he soon resigned this position and
became the Pastor of Dayton Avenue Presbyterian Church,
November I , 1918, and has been with that Church during the
ten intervening years. Dr. Bean received the degree of Doctor
of Divinity from Parsons College. He has been Chairman of the
same Committee of Presbytery since 1923 and is serving
for the second time as Moderator of the Presbytery of St. Paul.
He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Omaha and a member of the
Council of the Synod of Minnesota. He is a member of the
Board of Directors of the United Charities of St. Paul and of
its Executive Committee and is a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Goodwill Industries of St. Paul.
In each of the Churches he has served, there has been
marked progress during his pastorate. In the ten years of his
pastorate at Dayton Avenue there has been a very large increase
in the membership and income of the Church."
This recommendation was unanimously approved by the
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congregation and the official call for Dr. Bean was made on
July 29, and forwarded to the pastor and the Mahoning Presbytery. Dr. Bean accepted the call to become the Minister of
our church at an annual salary of $6,000.00, plus the use of
the manse and certain other emoluments. However, Chairman
Baldwin reported to the congregation on September 16, 1928,
that Dr. Bean had developed an upper respiratory infection
and that the call be stayed a few months until Dr. Bean recovered his health which was assured by his personal physician
(Dr. Maronallen). The congregation agreed, Dr. Bean recovered
and tookchargeonJanuary 1, 1929, and was duly installed on
February 6, 1929, at an impressive service.
Rev. Meyer, Moderator of the Presbytery of Mahoning,
presided and the sermon was preached by Rev. Montgomery
D.D. President of Lane Theological Seminary . The only va riation from the printed program was that Rev. Meyer became
ill at the last moment and Rev. Reinhold, Moderator of the
Synod, presided. A special resolution of appreciation was
extended to Rev. B.F. Brundage, D.D. Pastor of Calvary
Presbyterian Church who acted as Moderator to our Session
and gave Ministerial service to our people during this period.
Dr. Bean entered into his Ministry with great enthusiasm
and vitality, was warmly accepted and the programs of the
church flourished. Three foreign Missionaries of our Church
were in the field; Mrs. Mary Niederhauser Beebe, Chieng Rai,
North Siam, Rev. DavidS. Tappan, Kiungchow, Hainan, China
and Rev. Robert R. Marquis, Casper, Wyoming.
The women of our Church were especially active in Missionary work. The Women's Missionary Society was organized in
four auxiliary groups as follows - Tappan, Isabel, Evening and
Mary Beebe. The Ladies Aid Society administered to local projects. These and several other groups had been active for many
years and added the flavor of world wide committments. (See
articles on Women's Activities).
After many years of dedicated service as clerk of Session, Mr.
Efflo Proctor resigned. The Session recognized Mr. Proctor by
the following letter of appreciation on Sept. 12, 1929:
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"Dear Mr. Proctor:
Our Church Session has reluctantly accepted your resignation
as Clerk of the Session. Thinking back over the past several years,
those of us who have been privileged to work with you desire to
express our sincere ap preciation for several things.
First , for the efficient and cheerful way in which you have done
this work for us. Next , for the many ways in which your work has
reflected credit to the Session as a body and to the Church in general, and no t on ly in our own Church and community, but everywhere you have gone . And lastly, for the way in which your personal qualities of han d and heart have revealed anew so many of the
Christian virtues. For these and countless other ways in which you
have do ne so much for us and our Church, we know you will also
have the gra teful appreciation of our body, the other Church officers , and the e ntire membership of this Church as well.
We know you have earned this retirement. We wish for the rest
of your days that peace that passeth understanding that rest that
comes to those who bask in the sunlight of His love, and that quietness that comes into the lives of those who have loved and served
our Master as you have.
Please accept our gratitude in the name and for the sake of our
Heavenly Father, in whose common service you have meant so
much to the rest of us. We are glad you still continue to be a member of our Session.
On behalf of the Session,
(Signed)
D.P. Loomis"

The period from 1930 to 1940 experienced increasing hard
and difficult times financially for our Congregation as the
socio-economic condition of our country deteriorated. With
the Stock Market crash in late 1929, came massive unemployment, diminishing financial stability, tight money, bankruptcies, etc. Our church's financial condition year by year developed many problems. All current expenses including the pastor's salary and payments on the manse mortgage were reduced,
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money had to be borrowed from the banks and bills we re approved and ordered paid when money was in hand. Be nevolences suffered severely and the membershi p dropped. T he usual buoyancy of the spirit was difficult to m ainta in . Yea rly
every member canvass was most difficult. The deacons were
very busy in trying to carry out emergency re lie f and welfare
work among our people. Truly this was a difficult an d trying
period for Dr. Bean. However, wi th cheerfuln ess, fortitude
and undiscouraged, he ministered to his flock in a re ma rkab le
and courageous manner.
The bank closing on October 21, 193 1, froze the few do llars
in our account and we were left with petty cash to run the
church's finances. However, the Trustees, t h rough specia l
appeals, managed to keep the "ship afloa t" and stabilized the
finances with a reduced budge t.
On January 9, 1935, Dr. H.Y. Weaver, Chairm an of the
Music Committee announced the resignation of Cho ir Director
Mr. Ira Penniman , due to illness. He had been director along
with Mr. A. Unger as organist for the past six years. Mr. Leslie
Hanson and Mrs. R.B. Tower foll owed as director o f Choir and
organist. During this period a church lodge was o pera ted by
the Church for use as picnic and recreational purposes. It was
located two miles South ofN . lndustry and East Nold , Ro ute 8
in Pike Township. The one story frame building (30 'x40' ) with
fireplace was leased to the Church by Mr. Loomis of Canton
Coal Co. Rules and regulations were developed for it's use but
after a few years it succumbed to vandalism .
In February, 1936, a gift of $4,600 to our endowment was
made and is to be known as "The Elmer W. Gibbs Memorial
Fund."
At a Joint meeting of the Boards, January 3 , 1939, Dr. Bean
read the letter from Mr. Mason , Superintendent of Schools
thanking the office of the church for permission to use the
church for services in connection of laying the corner stone of
the new Tirnken Vocational School building, which was held
December 15, 1938. The address on the occasion was given by
Mr. A.D. Ernst of Cleveland.
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Rev. Bea n then presented the plan outline d and recommende d by Sy no d of Ohio known as the "Forward Movement " , a p la n to in crease churc h atte ndance, churc h inte rest ,
ne w me mbers, building im p rove me nts and special goals. The
plan was ad o pte d. A committee a ppointed consisted o f Dr.
King and Mr. Hea ld from th e Session , Mr. Be ll and Mr. Rinner
from the Deaco ns, a nd Judge Lea hy , and Dr. Lamont from the
Trus tees. Dr. Bea n again discussed th e Forward Move ment Plan
on Septem ber 3 0 , 1939, a nd a fte r opening discussion , the
committee was requ es te d to get a n architect to draw up plans
a nd spec ifica tions for the re mo de ling of the front of our
churc h. Miss Margue rite Vica ry a nd Mr. Harry Everhard were
late r adde d to t he committee .
Co ndition s a nd eve nts of our Church both spiritually and
physica ll y were gradua ll y de teriora ting but the Forward Movement Plan gradu a ll y beca me accepte d by the congregation and
the " Dawn of a New Day" see med a possibility. On February 5 ,
1940, the building Committee mad e the following pre liminary
report to the joint Boards, the first phase of the Forward
Move ment - Mr. Ha rry Everhard , Chairman, re ported :
" A year or more ago it became evident that our organ, which was built
in 191 2 in its present location and equipped with pneumatic control, was
beginning to show signs of age , and would need considerable overhauling
to restore it to a reasonably serviceable condition.
Some of the most urgent repairs were taken care of at once, and later
further work done from time to time, but with only temporary success. It
seems that all of the hundreds of valve leathers are in nearly the same brittle condition, thereby causing them to crack one at a time and allow the
pipe to continue to sound , whjch definitely is of no help during service.
Lately thjs condition has become much worse, due possibly to cold
weather, until it has become almost impossible to operate more than
one or two stops of pipes.
Several months ago during discussion at a meeting of the Forward
Committee of the church, a number of suggestions were offered in the
way of improving the appearance of the front of the church by lowering
the large stained glass window now covered by the organ. This led to the
thought of altering our church interior to conform with the newer design
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of church architecture featuring the Chancel effect.
A so-called "Organ Committee" was appointed, consisting of Mr. Peter
C. Paterson, H.H . Everhard, Dr. Lamont and Miss Marguerite Vicary, to
investigate the possibilities of both re-building the organ and a! tering the
front of the church at the same time.
Mr. Paterson contacted the Cleveland Organ Firm who had done the
repairing and one of whom had done the re-building in 19 12 . They met
with our committee several weeks ago and gave us some very good suggestions along the line of chancel architecture and also suggested that we
visit several large Cleveland churches which had during the past few years
either remodeled the interior or built with the chancel type.
Our committee went to Cleveland one Sunday morning and attended
services, part at the Presbyterian Church of the Covenant o n Euclid Avenue and part at the Epworth Euclid Church o n East I 07t h St. , also went
to the Trinity Cathedral downtown at the 4 o'clock vesper service. All of
the churches feature the chancel. In the afternoon when the church was
empty, we returned and made measurements and closer inspection of the
chancel arrangement. The new one in the Church of the Covenant particularly appealed to us, except that it is somewhat too narrow , which they
explained was unavoidable except at too great an expense for re-building
the outer stone wal.ls. After seeing these other churches we held several
meetings and considered various suggested designs.
Mr. William Miller, who had had some correspondence with a Los
Angeles, California, church, attended one of our meetings and brought a
letter he had received recommending the Interdenominational Architectural Bureau of New York. This Bureau is directed by Mr. E .M.
Conover and is organized to assist any congregation in planning for remodeling or new buildings ahead of the architect's services. Thinking that
we might in this way receive some valuable assistance we had Mr. Conover
come to Canton during his trip West on a Youngstown call, and he spent
Sunday morning and part of the afternoon of January 30th going over
our problem and making notes for recommendations later.
Attached to this report is Mr. Conover's letter in which he suggests,
among other things, that we plan for a chapel to be constructed later,
either in the present first floor east room or in the new wing to the west.
Mr. Conover strongly recommends that we reverse the present seating
plan to face south and construct a chancel in part of the present Sunday
School room. By doing this, the main stairway and hall on Tuscarawas
Street can be remodeled to provide a much more attractive entrance to
the church and also allow seating on the balcony above for nearly 100 per-
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sons as well as opening up the large window now covered by the organ.
This is substantially the arrangement as built into the old church before
the last remodeling in 19 12.
Mr. Conove r's recommendations coincide substantially with the latest
views of the co mmittee and others of the congregation who have expressed an opini on. The committee felt that the next step was to sketch
ou t a general plan of the proposed alterations and obtain a rough estimate
of the approximate cost before placing the proposition up to the church
as a whole.
With the help of Mr. Paterson in securing photographs of the present
interior in perspective, I have drawn a rough tentative plan of the interior
alteration s with the view of utilizing as far as possible the existing waUs
and fl oor constru ction, also the present seating.
From one of t he interior photographs enlarged, Mrs. Margaret Wallace
and I sketched a pro posed interior design for the auditorium and chancel
architecture , also new lighting fixtures. Several blue prints of these alteration plans and interior design are attached to this report.
In order to confirm my rough estimate of probable costs, I had Mr.
Warren Hoffman , the Contractor, come to the church a week ago Sunday
afternoon and go over the whole plan as shown by the sketches. In Mr.
Hoffman's estimate of an outside figure were included the following
items:
Remove present seating from auditorium floor, take up maple flooring
so as to save 75% to 80% for re-laying, take out sloping floor joints and
repair old level floor where necessary so as to re-lay the floor in new position. This involves dropping the ceiling in the east and west cloak rooms
off the dining room about 18 inches. Take out present curtain door, construct chancel wall fo r 30x25 ft. chancel wall reaching to present auditorium ceiling, which is continued over chancel by constructing new girder
over present Sunday School ceiling to allow continuation of ceiling level.
The ceiling skylight would be moved south about 6 feet to clear the
chancel.
At the front of the church the front stairway landing would be
dropped 30 inches, doors moved, balcony and hallway and stairway to
balcony constructed as shown. In the chancel the paneling substantially
as shown on our sketch would be made of either walnut or red gum
stained walnut.
All of the above construction work, including necessary materials
and labor, including replacing seating in reversed position, but not including wiring or lighting fixtures or anything involving the organ, he esti-

59

mates can be done under $1 5,500. Mr. Paterson says that the comple te
rebuilding of the organ into the new position , in cluding new electr ic control and console has been estimated at $7,500. These two items, wh ich
are the principal ones, amount to about $23,000 in addit io n to which
there will be the chancel furn iture, rose window, some light wiring, new
lighting fixtures , and some changing of hea ting system. These items may
run from $3 ,000 to $6,000 or more, depending on det ail s, particularly
as to chancel and pulpit furniture.
With this summary of the proposition we fee l that the Committ ee has
gone about as far as they can. If the church or Forward Commi tt ee as a
whole feel that the church is willing to go ahead , the next step wo uld be
to engage a competent church architect to draw up severa l preliminary
detail drawings of alternate arrangements from which could be made the
final selection. The sketches submit ted herewith are only suggest ions fo r
the guidance of the architect, and a basis from wh ich to open a discussion.
Respectfully submitted
THE COMMITTEE
H.H. Everhard
P.C. Paterson
Dr. C.A. Lamont
Miss Marguerite Vicary

This report was unanimously adopted.
In the course of a couple of months the follow ing re port was
made:
"A special meeting of the Board of Trustees o f the First
Presbyterian Church of Canton , Ohio, was held in the pa rlor of
the church on Monday evening, March 17 , 1941 . This special
meeting was to hear the report of Mr. Everhard who had interviewed several architects as to the plans for our rem o de ling
program. This meeting was called to order by th e Financial
Secretary and Dr. McGlashan was chairman. The following
members being present ; Messrs. McGlashan, Morgan , Everhard,
Moore, Ramsayer and Dr. Bean.
Mr. Everhard made a report of his trip east and the interview that he had with the architects, and he recommended
that the firm of which Mr. Fink is the head , be employed.
After a lengthy discussion it was moved and seconded that Mr.
Fink be recommended to come here and look over our plans,
and then to draw up two plans for the remodeling of our
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church , one b y remode ling the ch urch as is, and one by reversing the inte rior of the church . This motion prevailed. A
motion that th e Preside nt appoint a committee of three with
authorit y to act in securing an architec t and that said committee be appointed a t once. The President appointed Mr. Leahy,
Dr. Ramsaye r and Mr. Everhard who will enter into details
with Mr. F ink upo n his a rrival. "
Th e Session se nt the following overture:
" It was I he co nsensus of the Board of Session that because
the me mbers of the Session fee l grateful for the fine progress
that has been made in the churc h and since it is their wish to
co ntinue th e Forward Move ment of the church , that it would
be mos t benefi c ial, if feasible from a finan cial stand-point, to
purchase a new o rgan , e rect a ne w chancel, lectern a nd pulpit
an d re novate and re habilita te the interior o f the sanctuary, all
of this work to be done as soon as possible.
It is the wish of the Session that if in the opinion of the
Trus tees after clue consid eration tha t the a bove outlined work
can be clone that steps be taken at once to go forward with the
work."
While consid e rable inte res t was enge nd e red by these reports,
the basic problem of church deficits during the past several
years dampened the enthusiasm for the F orward Movement.
In due time, an emergency committee of the Joint Boards was
deve loped with Mr. F.L. Moore as Chairman. A motto of
" Clean the Slate" was adopted and Chairman Moore (for the
Committee) sent the following le tter on January 19, 1940.
" Dear Fello w Member:
This letter brings to your attention a situation in our church
which we feel you will gladly assist in correcting in view of the following facts; Our Church is now carrying a deficit and, at the present time, the sum of four thousand dollars is needed to wipe the
slate clean and put us on an even footing with other congregations
in the city. You may recall that recently our neighbor, the First
Christian Church, raised $10,000 within a few days for a note
burning ceremony. Other Canton churches have ha d equal success
in setting their financial houses in order. We can do likewise.
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The church year ends March 31, 1940, and we feel you would
like to see our church begin the new year without a defici t. This
will be right in keeping with the idea of a Forward Movement.
The fmancial statement as of January I , 1940, shows the following
indebtedness:
Due Geo D. Harter Bank on notes covering operating
deficits over four years including emergency repairs .. $2,000.00
Balance on the original parsonage mortgage
(since 1922) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9 15.00
Due General Assembly, Synod and Presbytery assessmen l s
since last April. (This is not a benevolence item bu t a
required charge from every Presbyterian Church.) .. . $ 325.00
Due on unpaid current bills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 388.00
Necessary emergency repairs on Church building
and organ at this time together with needed equipment $ 372.00
A plan has been worked out whereby this $4,000.00 can be
raised without unduly burdening anyone. And, as this fund must
be over and above the regular yearly subscriptions to the operating
expenses of our church, the plan is to raise this emergency fund
without an every member canvass.
It is expected that the bulk of this emergency fund be secured
through advance contributions from a limited number of ge nerous
givers. The remainder, we hope to raise from those attending church
Sunday mornings of February 4th and II th. We thus plan to be
able to report the completion of the successful campaign on the
first Sunday of Lent, February II , 1940.
For your convenience a pledge card is enclosed indicating
various amounts needed. You are urgently requested to prayerfully consider this matter and, after indicating on the pledge card
the subscription you desire to make, kindly mail card at as early a
date as you can in enclosed envelope. Or the card may be placed
on the collection plate at church.
Let us all help our church start the new year off with a "clean
slate".
Yours very sincerely,
F.L. Moore, Chairman
Emergency Committee
Session, Deacons and Trustees

The Congregation responded and the slate was clean as of
February I I , 1940. This success gave credence for the Forward
Moveme nt.
Adding to our financial uplift, the following letter was received from Atty. Joseph M. Blake, dated February 5, 1940.
"When Bezaleel WeLls foun ded Canton, and dedicated his plat
thereof, he se t aside certain tracts by common Jaw designation on
the plat , for school , graveyard, Court House and Church purposes.
For instance, as to th e Church , a square of land was simply
marked fo r a "Church". It happens that your church was built on
that plot, and under the law, the heirs of Bezaleel Wells held title
to the land , subject to the right of the Church to use the property
for a Church as long as desired. Consequently, when the use of the
land for a Church ended, the land would revert to the heirs. It follows that the Church could not sell or lease for other purposes.
The same was true as to the other property , donated to public
purposes by similar means.
It happened that many years ago, my at ten !ion being called to
the situation, after prolonged negotiations and effort , and some
expenditure, I acqu ired the Wells heirs reversionary title to all this
property, including your Ch urch property.
A number of years later, I 916, I conveyed my title to the
Church, in order to give the Church a clear title to the Tract, and
the Church gave me its note for $1181.85, payable on the sale or
leasing of any part of the Church property, as repayment for efforts
and expenses that I had in acquiring the title, in the first instance.
It has been my intention for a long time to cancel and return
that note to the Church ; but whenever I thought of it, I was not
near the note, and when I was near the note, I never thought of
returning it.
The trails of the intention and of the note now cross, and I take
pleasure in enclosing to you herewith, the note duly cancelled."

A letter of thanks and appreciation was forwarded to Atty.
Blake by a Session Committee.
The Church celebrated its I 20th Anniversary in September,
1941, with appropriate ceremonies.
The Session held it's regular monthly meeting on October
23, 1941. The following excerpt in the minutes as follows:
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I 20th Anniversary, 1941. Session -Reading leji to right . ;-eatcd: F: T f-Ica/d . J II.
Hanna. E.£ . Hanna , Dr. E. B. Pierce, Dr. Bean, f)a l'l(/ E. Rock. 1. 1.. G. Poll or[. Dr.
li'.A . Jl!lzite. J.H. .McCI/ellan. Standing: L.l-1. Booher. T./-1. Mct:gcr. .4 . 11'. Cl>illlcn ·.
JI!.L. Thomas, C. II'. Traut, Roy B. Clarke. Chas. M. Isaac. R.R Cordra_,.. Pa11f
Ellioll, Dr. H. V. Jl!eaver. Abse111: P. T. Griffeth . Hollis S. Bee111 and Dr. C 11. King.

!20th Anniversary, 194 1, Board or Trustees-Left to right, seated : Dr. R.K.
Ramsayer. H.H. Carson, A.B. Arbaugh, H. H. E a•erhard, A.H. Coe. Standing: A. J\1.
Fries, Dr. J.A. MeG/as/zan , A rthur E. Gibbs, Thomas I-1. Leahy, Pa11l C. Hawke.
Dr. C.A . LaMont. Absent: C.H. Jllalker, Frank L. Moore, Dr. C.M. Morgan.
E.H. Dickerson.
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120rh Ann iversary. 194 I . Bo ard o f Deacons-R eading left to right, seated: Paul B.
Killian. E..V. Dickm so11. R. Nomwn Jl!heatcraft ,!l.H. Erzigkeit. Howard A. Norden.
Paull::. Smirh. H_l·ro11 0 . Beckley. James C Carrell , Donald E. Haldeman. Standing:
O.C. Morrison. PaulL. Rin11er. George C Bole. J.K. Campbell. Ra11som H. Barr.
A .J. Bell. ll'alrer Ken nedy. £ .0. Kuendig. Paul Barkley. Absent : H.R. Cummings,
Russell E. ,\lase. Paul 0 1•erholt.

' 'Follo wing the sta tem e nt of Dr. J .W. Bea n made before the
church a t th e Congrega tional meeting o n Apri l 30, 1941 , that
he wou ld ask the sess ion to initia te steps looking forward to the
choi ce of his successor. Dr. Bea n stated that he be lieves that
the session should m ove to take such steps, and he will entertain any m o tion that a ny member of the session has to offer.
Motion by Dr. King, seconded by Mr. Beem that , in view of
the fact that our Pastor has made known fir st before the Congregation at La rge, and second before the Congregational meeting on April 3 0 , 194 1, that he desires to dissolve the pastoral
relation with the end of the present church year that the session
recognizes his wish to retire from the pastorate of our church
and that he has uphe ld the powe r of the Pulpit in this community, and tha t we make record of this in our minutes, and
that we make compliance with his request. Motion approved
unanimously.
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Motion by Mr. Heald, seconded by Dr. Pierce that we p roceed to appoint a committee which would engage in the matter
of taking proper steps looking toward securing a Pasto r as of
date not earlier than the end of the present church yea r, which
is the time that our present Pastor has se t for end of th e pastoral relation. Motion approved unanimously .
Dr. Pierce made the following remarks: " It appears as
though we were approaching the time when our Pastor and this
Church will have a dissolution of previous arrangeme nt. I hope
we will bear in mind that our Pastor comes before us ve ry
frankly and freely tonight, and that he has been here fo r thirteen years laboring through a very difficult period and through
a very difficult church life, and also that our Church has not
been an easy Church to have charge of. I think we ough t not
to be unmindful of his excellent services to us during all this
time. He has worked hard and faith full y and he has tried with
God's help to give us the best seLVice possi ble. I think we all
desire to express to him our thought that we feel he has given
us this service. As he is planning to take up other work, I am
certain we want him to know he has our prayers, our t houghts,
and our best wishes, and that we wish everything goo d for him ,
and that nothing we do here at any time is to be construed in
any way as reflecting upon him or upon his service here."
After general discussion, it was understood that the committee to be appointed would be known as the Pulpit Committee,
or the Committee on Pastoral Supply. This committee which
would now have a temporary character with powe r to act,
would look forward to being the official committee at the Presbytery regarding the resignation when that shall be presented.
Dr. Bean stated that the committee has full power to recommend a pastor to the congregation.
Motion by Dr. Pierce, seconded by Dr. King that a Pulpit
Supply Committee be chosen to consist of three members from
the session, two each from deacons and trustees, elected by
said boards; also two chosen by session, representing the
Women's organizations, one representing the Women's Service
League, and one representing the Women's Missionary Society,

66

two representing the young people and two re presenting the
congregation. Motio n approved unanimously."
The following a ppointments were duly m ade: From the
Session, Dr. E.B. Pierce, Chairman, Mr. L.H. Booher and Dr.
Clair King. Rep resenting the Women's Organiza tion (Service
League and Wo men 's Missionary Society) Mrs. A.J . Bell and
Mrs. J .E. Sell. Re presenting the Young People, Mrs. Alice
Evans and Mr. Stewart With am . Re presenting the Congregation , Mr. W.H. Miller and Mr. Alvin Gibbs. From the Board of
Deacons, Mr. R.H. Barr and Mr. A.J. Bell and from the Board
of Trustees Dr. C.A. Lamont and Mr. Frank Moore. At a later
date , November 9, 1941, Mrs. Bell resigned and Mrs. B.K .
Fickes was appointed in her place. Mr. Traut , Chairman of
Music Committee announced that Mrs. Tower organist was
leaving the city. Miss Vivian Everhard and Miss Ruth Coe were
appointed as successor organists, each to serve six months at a
time and alternate. The Building and Organ Fund was established by Mr. Everhard and Mr. Preyer- ($1 0,000).
As we all remem ber, our country was now at war with Germany and Japan and Rev. Bean made the statement in the
form of a resolution which was adopted:
"Whereas our country, the United States of America, is
now at war, we the session, desire to make this statement as
expressing what we believe to be the mind and purpose of the
First Presbyterian Church of Canton :
We declare our love for our country and our loyalty to our
government in the present emergency.
We believe that the war which has been thrust upon us calls
to each individual for the performance of his citizenship responsibilities with devotion and sacrifice and in ways which
are characteristically Christian .
We believe that for most of us this means an acceptance of
the responsibilities of National Defense, even though war is
hateful to us as a method of na tiona! policy.
We believe that Christianity extends to all relations of
life, that of citizenship prominently among them, and that the
basic test of such responsibility in the Presbyterian Churches
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is the conscience o f the individu a l Chri stia n , as it is s tated in
our Westminste r Confession of F a ith : "God a lo ne is Lo rd of
the conscience."
We believe that we must strive no w a nd t hro ugho ut t he war
to keep our soul free from hatred , prej udice. and co nte mpt ,
and to maintain a sp irit of Christian lo ve towa rd a ll .
We urge our people to help maintai n attitudes o r goodwill.
understanding, and sy mpathy towa rd citize ns who are me mbers of minority groups, to ward those wh o take the position
of absolute pacifism and a re the refo re co nsc ie nti ous objecto rs,
and also toward fe ll ow citize ns of German , Ita lian , Hunga ri an ,
Japanese and other foreign extrac tio n. Particularl y we d e ire
to express our confidence in our bre thre n o f t he Ca n ton Hungarian Presbyterian Church , and we want the m to kn ow t ha t
we sympathize with them in the sorrow from w hich they
doubtless suffer that the United States and Hunga ry are on
opposite sides in t his conflict.
We believe in the Church as a universal fe llowshi p o f Christians having a primary loy alty to J esus Christ , a nd a unity so
deep as to be indestrttctible by ea rt hly divis io ns o f race , or
nation, or c lass, and we propose to do a ll within o u r powe r
actually to achieve that unity . To that e nd we will deve lop
the se nse of unity in our own church and in our own city .
We call upon our people to prepare now to build a be tte r
world; to study the basis of a just and dura ble peace; to h e lp
prepare the public opinion of America for the sacrifices which
we must make if a constructive peace is eve ntu a ll y to be
realized.
Further, since any war is attended by the evils of fear, falsehood , intolerance , greed, and suffering, and by the e nthronement of force in place of the Spirit as the supreme power in
the world, and since above all other considera t ions we , together and individually, stand in need of all spiritual resources,
therefore we propose that a full program of worship and activity be constantly maintained by our church."
We direct that this be read from the pulpit on Sunday, J a nuary 4, 1942, that a copy of it be handed to the pastor of
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the Hungaria n Church , Rev. Gabrie l Dokus, to be shared with
hi s congrega tio n , a nd th at a copy be spread upon our minutes."
On t he evening o f March 12, 1942 , a Co ngrega tional mee ting was he ld with Dr. E.A. Walke r of the Ma honing Presbytery
act ing as Mod e ra tor a nd Dr. Bean made the followi ng stateme nt : " Dr. Bea n th en requested tha t the congregation join
him in a requ es t to Presbyte ry for a disso lution of the pastoral
re latio n. Upon motion it was voted that the congregation concur to take e ffec t after Easter, April 6 . Dr. Pie rce was named to
represen t sessio n at Presbyte ry , Cha rles M. Isaac, the congrega tio n. Dr. Wa lke r was asked to serve as Moderator while the
chu rc h was without a pastor. Congregation confirmed action
ofofficersvo tingDr. Bean be granted freeuseofmanse to June
I , 1942 , and equivale nt of salary to sam e date; voted resolution of app reciatio n of services of Dr. a nd Mrs. Bean ; a lso voted
resolu tion of apprecia tion of service of Rev. Gabriel Dokus,
Jr. (re tiring from the Ca nto n Hunga rian Church about this
time) an d voted that the Pulpit Com mittee se t up by Session
be made Pulpit Committee of congrega tion. "
Dr. James G. Hunt was e ngaged as inte rim pastor and Rev.
Blackburn our direc tor of religious ed uca tion resigned . Our
congrega tio n was shocked a t the news that Dr. Pierce, Cha irman of the Pulpit Committee was seriously injured (la ter fully
recovered) by a mentally disturbed patient. Due to his illness
he was unable to serve on the Committee. Dr. Clair King ably
took over his du t ies as Chairman and the Pulpit Supply Committee. On July 16, 1942, he made the following report:
" The Committee on Pastor, having been duly elected by
vote of the Congregation, begs to re port that , after due investigation ~nd deliberation, they have voted unanimously to
nominate Rev. George E . Parkinson of Worthington, Ohio,
for the consideration of the congregation and subsequent e lection as pastor of this church.
We further recommend that in accordance with the Laws of
the Presbyterian Church , resolutions be immediately drawn
and adopted by the Session implementing the above action.
Respectfully submitted,

69

(Signed) Clair B. King, M.D. , President Pro-tem.
(Signed) L.H. Booher, Secreta ry .
Motion by Mr. Booher, seconded by Mr. Metzger, th at the
above report of the Pulpit Supply Committee be accepted
and approved. Motion approved . Resolutions for th e Election
of a Pastor: Motion by Mr. Boohe r, seconded by Mr. Beem,
that the following Resolutions for the Electio n of a Pas to r be
adopted: Motion approved.
"Whereas, this Session has reason to be lieve that the people
of the congregation are prepared to elect a pastor , the re fo re:
Resolved I. That a meeting of the congregation, fo r the
election of a pastor, to be held in the church build ing o n Sunday, August 9, 1942, at the conclusion of the worship service
and that notice of this meeting be given in the bulletin and
from the pulpit on July 26, and August 2.
Resolved 2. That the moderator of the Session be invited
to preside at said meeting and , if for any reason he should be
absent, that the Rev. John Barker, D.D. a member of this
Presbytery, be invited to preside. In the event that n either of
the above can be present, another member of thi s Pres bytery
shall preside.
Resolved 3. That the Clerk of Session notify the Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the da te and hour of the mee ting."
Mr. Booher reported that the Pulpit Supply Committee
planned to arrange an informal reception for Rev. George E.
Parkinson on Friday evening, July 31. No excep tions were
taken by Session and arrangements were left in the hands of
the Pulpit Supply Committee. A congregational m ee ting was
called for August 9 , 1942, with Rev. Francis Nagy, Pastor of
the Hungarian Presbyterian Church as moderator. The following minutes were recorded:
"Read extract from minutes of meeting of Session, held
Thursday, July 16, 1942, as quoted in Church Bulletins of
J u1y 26 and August 2.
At meeting of Session, First Presbyterian Church, Ca nton ,
Ohio, July 16, 1942, the following report of the Pulpit Supply
Committee was accepted and approved: The Committee on
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Pastor, havi ng been duly e lec ted by vote of the congregation,
begs to report that, after du e investigation, and de liberation,
they have voted unanimously to nomina te Rev. George E.
Park inson of Worthingto n, Ohio, for the consideration of the
Congregation and subsequent e lection as pastor of this church .
We further reco mmend that in accordance with the Laws of the
Presbyterian Church , resolutions be immediately drawn and
adop ted by the Session implementing the above action.
At mee ting o f Session , First Presbyterian Church, Canton,
Ohio , Jul y 16 , 1942, motion was made and approved whereby
the foll owing resolutions for the Election of a Pastor were
adop ted:
" Whe reas, this Session have reason to believe that the People
of th e congregat ion are prepared to elect a Pastor, therefore:
Resolved I. That a meeting of the Congregation, for the
election of a pastor, be held in the church building on Sunday,
August 9 , J 94 2 , at the conclusion of the worship service and
that notice of this mee ting be given in the Bulletin and from
the pulpit on July 26 and August 2 .
Resolved 2. That the Moderator of the Session be invited
to preside a t said meeting, and if for any reason he cannot
be present, another Minister from this Presbytery be invited
to preside.
Resolved 3 . That the Clerk of Session notify the Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the date and hour of the meeting.
Resolved 4. Read extract from minutes of Meeting of
Session held Thursday, July 16, 1942, as follows :
Motion made and approved whereby the Session approves
the following arrangements in connection with proposed call
to Rev. George E. Parkinson :
Salary -as per arrangement each year.
Vacation- Four weeks each year, with pay.
Free use of church manse.
We to pay moving expenses from Worthington to Canton.
We to pay eight (8%) per cent to the Pastor's Pension fund."
Read minutes of action taken by Board of Trustees in connection with items 3 and 4, of which they were officially ad-
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vised by Clerk of Session o n July 17, 1942. Motion by Mr.
Miller seconded by Mr. A.J. Bell that t he fo ll owing reso lution
be adopted .
RESOLUTION : Resolved , by the Congregation of the First
Presby terian Church of Canton , Ohio, in special mee ting
assembled for the purpose of the e lectio n of a Pas tor and the
approval of a Pasto ral Call to be extended to him , th a t the
words- "or the eq uivalent thereof" - be inserted in the Call ,
immediately followin g the word - " Ma nse " - so as to provide
that the Minister shall have the free use of the Ma nse o r the
equivalent thereof, and tha t the Elde rs and Trustees of this
Church , sitting as a joint boa rd for this purpose, sha ll be and
hereby are authorized and instructed to dete rmin e, by vote,
the meaning and application of the word s- " o r the equivalent
thereof" - as circums tances may , from time to tim e, require
during the continuance of the Pastorate established unde r said
Call. And, further, be it resolved that all office rs a nd Boards
of this Church be, and the same hereby a re autho rized a nd
instructed to act accordingly in the carrying o ut or the provisions of the Pastoral Call, including the words a bove quoted."
Motion passed unanimously. Moderator called for vote of
congregation on proposed call to Rev. George E. Pa rkinson .
Official call blank was read to the Congregation by the Moderator.
Rev. Nagy appointed tellers and Rev. George E. Parkinson
was elected sixteenth Minister of o ur Church. The Moderator
the n named an officer from each official Board to notify
Rev. Parkinson and escort him to the platform where he was
officially presented the signed Call Blank. He made appropriate remarks and the meeting was closed by the Benedic tion
given by Moderator Nagy.
The acceptance of the Ministry by Rev. Parkinson was received with great enthusiasm a nd happiness. He was young,
(age 29) and possessed with great energy and a bility. The
Church began a period of unprecedented spiritu al growth
coupled with a remarkable esprit de corps between pastor and
congregation which has grown through the years.
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Rev. Parkinso n was born on November 27, 1912, at Fostoria, Ohio. He grad uated from Wes terville High School in 1930,
and fro m Otterbein College with an A.B. degree in 1935 ,
with two majors, o ne in Bible and Religious Ed ucation and the
second in Sociology. He graduated from Wes tern Theological
Seminary in Pittsburgh in 1938 with the degree of S.T.B. He
was awarded th e Hugh T. Kerr Moderator's Prize for outstanding achicvemcnl during his Se mina ry course. During his seminary years, he was stude nt Pastor at Central College PresbyLerian Churc h from 1932 through 1938. Following his graduation he was the Ivli nisle r o r Worthingto n Presbyterian Church ,
Worthington. Ohio until Octobe r or 1942 . On October I, 1942,
Rev. Parkinso n became the 16th Pastor of our First Pres byterian Church.
ALthis same period , Rev. Paul McCandless began as assistant
Pastor. The development of Junior Church for children up to
age I 2 became one of his successful projects. Unfortunately ,
he was ca lled as a Chaplain in the Armed Forces six months
later. Mr. Hansen , o ur Choir Director resigned and Mr. Philip
Hodel beca me orga nist-choir director. This is the first time the
two positions were com bined.
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CHAPTER VI

MINISTRY OF REV . GEORGE E. PARKINSON, D.O.

Fourth Building Era
Our new Minister, the Reverend George E . Parkinson was
installed on the 4th of October, 1942, at 7:30p.m . The Rev.
Paul T. Gerrard, Moderator of the Presbytery of Mahoning
presided. The installation sermon was given by the Reverend
John B. Barker, D.O., pastor of Calvary Presbyterian Church of
Canton. The Constitutional Questions were propounded to
Rev. Parkinson by Moderator Rev. Gerrard and the service was
concluded by the Benediction by the Rev. George E. Parkinson.
During the war years of 1943 and 1944, Rev. Parkinson was
laying the ground work for increased growth both spiritually
and physically. The Building and Restoration Committee along
with the Finance Committee held many meetings exploring
many possible building plans and financing.
On September 16, 1944, they made the following consolidated report:
"At a joint meeting of the Finance Committee with the
Restoration Committee, at which Mr. Fink of Philadlephia was
present, on Saturday the 16th, it developed that the latter
committee had gone about as far as it was possible for them
to go without the preparation of preliminary plans, sketches,
slides and other data which would make it possible to present
the proposal to our Congregation for action, and to secure from
an architect an approximation of the cost.
Mr. Fink made several suggestions, including the building
of an additional chapel unit, which the latter Committee
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thought worthy of consideration. Action was taken at the
mee ting reques ting the Finance Comm ittee to seek authoriza tion from the Board of Trustees for the expenditure of not
to exceed $'2,500.00, so that the Restoration Committee might
authorize an architect to proceed with the preparation of preliminary plans and estimates at a fee of 1- 1/5%, based on the
estimated cost of the building units covered by such plans.
Acting upon this request, the Finance Committee has proceeded to make a n estimate of the fund , which, in the judgment o f such Committee, it could reasonably be expected to
secure from o ur membership for such restoration and building
purposes. The reason for this estimate was to provide some
criterion by which to ga uge the extent to which such preliminary plans should be projected. Our Committee have reached
the conclusio n, es timating pledges covering a four year period,
tha t a fund of app rox imately $ 150,000.00 can probably be
secured , which , as we understand, wou ld perhaps be sufficient
to cover only the cost of restoring the church sanctuary, and
building a parish house and recreation building, and would
make no provision for a chapel.
It was the considered opinion of the Finance Committee
tha t it is desirable to have any tentative plans prepared at this
time cover the entire project which the Restoration Committee
may recommend , in order that such entire project may be prese nted to our Congregation with the thought that it can then
be determined how far to proceed with present building operations. Consequently, such plans as are now prepared should be
made in a manner to permit proceeding with a part or all of
the entire project, as the members of the Congregation may
desire.
Therefore , it is the recommendation of the Finance committee that the Board of Trustees authorize the expenditure of
not to exceed $2,400.00 in connection with the preparation
of such preliminary plans, drawings and lantern slides, and for
payment of such other expenses as are required to secure cost
estimates and to place the entire contemplated project before
our membership.
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The finance Committee should not be understood hereby
to express any opinion as to the desirability of any particular
plans or part of the e ntiTe project. We believe our p resen t responsibility extends only to the estim ate of pledges above
stated and the foregoing recommendation. Whether any or all
of the project is to be carried out remains for the decisio n of
the officers and members of the Congregation to determine.
Our committee respectfully sugges ts that the d esirability
of having such tentative plans available as far in advance of the
close of the present calendar year as possible, makes desirable
the consideration of these recommendations, and action by the
Board of Trustees at a special meeting for that purpose."
This report was adopted and the Building Commit tee au thorized to proceed . They were grea tly e ncouraged when on
December 19, 1944, the Board of Trustees received a letter
from Mr. Arthur Gibbs as follows:
"My father and aunt are whole-heartedly in favor of any proper
work of improvement or restoration and do not desire , at tltis time,
to make a choice between the various suggestions. In any event,
however, they would urge the Congregation to avoid any program
or plan that will involve so much expense as to embarrass the
Church with debt.
Independently of the problem as to which plan is finally decided upon , my father and aunt realize the great and pressing need
of the Church for a fine Pipe Organ, and the desirability of having
plans for such organ worked out in connection with any improvement or restoration that may be undertaken. They are so interested
in this matter that they are wjlling to pledge toward a New Organ
Fund, Fifteen Thousand Dollars each, making possible a Thirty
Thousand Dollar Organ of superior design and tone.
There would be little or no incentive to them to make this gift
if it were to be used to replace the present organ with a new one
without corresponding and proper improvement or restoration of
the surrounding structure, equipment, and fixtures. It is to be
understood, therefore, that this contribution is placed in your
hands, as Trustees of the Church, to be held until the problem of
the extent and manner of rebuilding, remodeling or restoration is
definitely determined upon by proper action of the Officers and
Congregation, and until the proper architectural and decorative
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set ting can be given the new'organ, which it is hoped may be a part
of the whole scheme o f the better and more appropriate Sanctuary
we all are looking forward to.
As a prac tical mat ter, they would prefer to contribute a sum of
this amount in several paymen ts, for reasons that are quite readily
apparent, a nd at this time they herewith hand you their two checks
for Seventy-five Hundred Dollars each , thus covering half of their
above-men tioned pledges for this purpose. This amount is herewith
given to the Church absolutely, irrevocably and without possibility
of reversio n to the donors in whole or in part. Their recommendations would be that your Board have in mind two considerations,
namely , (a) that when the new organ is installed , it should, at all
times, be fu!Jy insured as a par t of the Church property and that
the cost of such insurance would be a proper part of the Current
amoun t o f Thirty-Thousand Dollars, any balance of the Organ
Fund should be held by the Trustees for use in its care, maintenance
or improve ment as may be necessary or desirable from time to time.
If your board will accept the care and management of this
money as a sepa rate fund for this purpose, to be used as above
indica ted, my father and aunt will add to their contribution by
other remittance , or remittances, so as to make up the entire
amount of Thirty Thousand Dollars as early as practicable under
all the circumstances. At the same time, it is hoped that having
thi s Organ Fund definitely in sight, and partly in hand, will stimulate the planning and accomplishment of a worthy improvement or
restoration of the Sanctuary so that the whole congregation may
have the joy of the better and more churchly surroundings at as early a da te as possible .
Awaiting your report as to any action you may take in the
matte r, and with the Seasons Greeting from my father and aunt,
as well as from me personally."

After many months of study, a plan was developed with Mr.
A.H. Fink, nationally known church architect of Philadelphia,
which contemplated the reversal and enlargement of the Sanctuary, providing a beautiful Chancel ; erecting of a new west
wing and connecting the new Chapel and Cloisters. Beauty
and dignity will characterize the completed project.
At a Congregational meeting on April 8, 1945 , a resolution
embodying these improvements was enthusiastically adopted.
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The achievement of this project, the first major imp rovement
in more than a third of a century now seemed to be starling in
" high gear". The first phase was a campaign to raise $ 180,000
thatwasthoughttobe sufficient for the project in May, 1945.
At the time the campaign was launched the Church membership was about 1555. No outside leadership was e mployed.
A sum of $125 ,000 was realized .
The "General Endowment Fund of the First Presbyte rian
Church of Canton, Ohio" was established in 1946 with the
Harter Bank and Trust Co. as Trustee. Specific rul es and regulations were incorporated in the Trust Agreement. In come on ly
to be used for current expenses. This Fund has had tremendous
growth through the years.
The second phase (financial) of the Building and Restoration
program was launched in November of 1946, for $ 150,000.
Mr. George Lundy of Marks and Lundy (Professio nal Fund
Raising Company) was engaged for leadership. This amou nt
contained a sum of $ 19,343 which was our church's share of
the General Session (Presbyterian) ca mpaign of $27,000,000
National Restoration Fund following World War II. The campaign closed with about $130,000 pledged . However the remainder was underwritten by some 18 respo nsible ch urch
members and the campaign was declared successful. These
pledges were made on the basis of three years. During this
payment interval the Building Committee was studying and
developing plans.
The Church changed their fi sca l year to that of th e calendar
year in 1948.
On April II , 1948, by action of the joint boards authority
was given the Building Committee to enter into contract with
Mr. Fink and to proceed with working plans and specifications.
The architect proceeded accordingly and the plans were ready
July I, 1949. Five local contractors were invited to bid on the
plans. Warren Hoffman Co. was the low bid. On October 25,
1949, the Trustees authorized the Building Committee to enter
into contract and the Finance Committee to make plans for a
third Fund Campaign. Exerpts from the contract are as follows:
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" This Agree me nt made thi s 9th day of November, 1949,
by a nd be twee n the Wa rren Ho ffm a n Company a corporation
o f Canto n, Ohio, here inaft er designated as the " CONTRACTOR ", and the First Presbyte ria n Church o f Ca nton , Ohio,
he re inafte r designa ted as the " OWNER " .
WITNESSETH , tha t the CONTRACTOR and th e OWNER
fo r th e co nsid erat io n he rein after nam ed , agree as follows :
" A RTI C LE I. The CONTRACTOR agrees to provide all the
ma te ri a ls a nd to pe r fo rm all the gene ral contract work shown
o n the Drawings and desc ribed in the Specifica tions designated
a ·'The G ro und Floo r" of the Pa rish House and ge ne ral contrac t wo rk sho wn o n Drawings and described in Specifications
fo r th e comple t·io n o f the Parish House Fellowship Hall (constitutin g th e pro posed ne w wing o f the Church property, but
exclud ing the Cha pel and Parlor a nd also excluding the Cloiste r a bo ve the gro und floor), all as prepared or to be prepared
by A . He nsel Fink , A.l.A. Registered Architect, of Philadelphia 3 , Penn sy lvania , acting as and in these contract documents
designated as the " ARCHITECT" , which plans and specifications are by reference made a part of this Agreement.
ARTICLE 3. (a) the OWNER agrees to pay the CONTRACTOR for the Ground Floor Sec tion of his building a fixed
fee of $ 3 ,900.00 plus a guara nteed maximum cost of
$56 , I 00.00 for all labor, material , subcontracts and other costs
as detailed below, and for the Parish House Fellowship Hall
Section of this building the OWNER shall pay the CONTRACTOR a fix ed fee of $5,600.00 and an approxima te
cost of $79,400.00 for all labor, material, sub-contracts and
other costs."
John Paul Jones Co. developed the specifications for the
heating and ventilating.
Ground breaking cere mony took place on November 13,
1949, with Rev. Parkinson, R ev. Briner, Mr. Everhard and Mr.
Raley participating along with members of the congregation in
the Litany. Thus at long last our Building and Restoration
program became a reality. Building costs during this post war
period were rising rapidly. Obviously new financing would be
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required to finish the program . On Sunday a fter Easter 1950,
the third phase of our financin g was launched for $ 200,000
and was to be known as the Mid-Century Fund. T he gene ral
Contractor progressed rapid ly and by July , 1950 , he was authorized to proceed with the Chapel and connecting Cloister.
The Fromm Co. was the Electrical contractor.
The following recap of progress was reported to the congregation on June 24, 1951, by Dr. R.K. Ram sayer, Chairm an
of the Special Finance Committee:
"The life of this Church is remindful of the eve nts in a
great book, particularly the book , '·The Greatest Story Ever
Told ." As the life of our· Lord is divided into chapters and periods, so is the life of First Church divided in to spiritual and
building periods.
Organized 130 years ago, our Chu·r ch built its first Sanc tu ary
on this hallowed ground six years later. That imposing brick
structure required five years to build and lasted 40 yea rs, when,
in 1871 , the present stone Sanctuary was built. Fift y years

Ground Breaking,Nov.J3,1949- Ha"y Ever/lard, Rev. Parkinson, Attorney Don
Raley and Rev. Briner.
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later, in 191 2, that structure was extensively remodeled and
our present Sunday School building was erected, This edifice
has bee n our abiding Church Home for nearly 40 years.
Through a succession of pastorates our spiritual development has provoked needs from time to time for further physical and temporal building, and so - A first generation of faithfu l built our Church, A second generation nurtured it through
its adol escence, A third generation remodeled and constructed
our present edifice , enlarging our educational and establishing
our missionary programs. Thus we grew to maturity and we are
the heirs of their vision.
Now we - as the Fourth Generation - are building for ourselves and the Future.
Beginning in 1939 , it became more and more apparent that
our orga n was wearing out. Repairs were continuous and expensive. The selectio n of music was limited. An organ committee was appointed. Num erous surveys were made and possible
plans developed, including the advisability of re-building the
old organ or purchasing a new one. The location of the organ
in the Church was also discussed. The "Forward Movement"
of the Presbyterian Church of America gave further stimulus
to wise and adequate plann ing.
Early in Rev. Parkinson's ministry, 1942 and 1943, the
inadequacy of o ur present facilities to meet the needs of a
growing Church and Church School was recognized. The
Session presented the problem to the Board of Trustees and
the Restoration and Building Committee had its origin with
Dr. Charles LaMon t as chairman. This is a large, carefully
selected committee composed of members representing all
phases of our Church.
After many months of study and consultation with church
and organ architects, the Committee presented preliminary
plans to a special Congregational Meeting on April 8, I 945.
This plan recommended the remodeling of the Sanctuary
with reversal of the Chancel-Nave relationship, a new great
organ and the building of a new West Wing. A resolution embodying these improvements was enthusiastically adopted with
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the stipulation that the project should not be started in any
part unless money or pledges were available . Mr. A. Hensel
Fink was employed as architect.
The first step in this direction was the ca mpaign in May ,
1945 , to raise $ 150,000, thought to be suffic ie nt to proceed.
$125,000 was secured.
The second step was a campaign for $ 150,000 beginning in
November, 1946. These two campaigns, together with additional memorial gifts, reached $3 00,000 by 1949. During thi s interim many suggested basic plans co ncerning the Sanctuary ,
Educational Wing and Chapel were analyzed by the Building
Committee, headed by Mr. Harry Everhard. At first, plans we re
modest, but our growing congregation a nd inc reased program
necessitated planning carefully and wisely for a substantial
future. Estimates at this time on the final expa nd ed a rchitect's and Building Committee's plans far exceeded the
$300,000 available. Thus, at a Congregational Mee ting in October, 1949, the plan recommended by the Building Committee
and approved by the Board of Trustees to im mediately build
the West Educational Wing (hereafter known as Wes tminster
Hall and Chapel) and to make plans to raise $200,000 additional capital for restoration of the Sanctuary , was enthusiastically
adopted. Thus, at long last , we were starting to build. Under
the dynamic and courageous leadership of our pastor, Reve rend Parkinson, and through his spiritual inspiration, our
dreams, our hopes and prayers were about tb have reality.
Truly there is a Divinity that shapes our every action.
The years of disappointing delays were rewarded by improved plans and growth of courage and spiritual resourcefulness of the congregation. How generous you have been with
contributions and how patient you have been , waiting for action. With stout hearts and dynamic courage, we broke ground
for Westminster Hall late in 1949. Early in 1950, the third and
last financial campaign for $200,000, known as the "MidCentury" Campaign was launched, again under the able leadership of Mr. Fred Broad. Westminster Hall, in use for the past
week, is now practically completed at a cost, together with a
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new, modern hea ting plant, of S2 19,262. The Chapel is unde r
co ntract and the building is well a long at a cost of $ 1 16,000.
The Cha pe l cost to date , inc luding a rchitect , etc., is S365 ,000.
The Mid-Ce ntury Ca mpa ign is now ac tive with $162,000 in
fund s a nd p ledges, thus leav ing $38,000 to go. The total
amount of pled ges and gifts to date is $462,000. Of this amount
5346 ,000 is paid leaving $ 126 ,000 in pledges to be paid , much
o f which is no t clue. $ 17,000 has bee n gained in inte rest and
accrual s rrom invested funds until sold for payment on Westmin ster Hall a nd Chape l. The Building and Finance Committee,
wo rkin g in c lose re latio nship with the Board of Trustees, have
had the diffi cult proble m of developing plans for re building the
Sa nc tu a ry w ithin a financial cost compatible with our ability to
pay a nd not be burde nso m e in the future. 1l1e rapid advance of
building cos ts has req uired the grea test degree of resourcefulness. We a ll know a nd fee l that our Sanctuary, our House of
Worship , is the heart a nd soul of the e ntire project.
We must not fail.
Estimates of the architect's plans with all refine ments and
accessories is S330,000, as of two months ago. The Finance
Committee m ade anothe r s tudy of fin ances and the Building
Committee developed a number of alternate plans. The final
plan submitted includes all the architect 's basic plan but eliminates, for the present, som e of the ex tra refin ed fea tures of the
Sa nctua ry. It does not e liminate any of the features necessary
to give the Sanctuary a worshipful atmosphere. The cost of
this will be app rox im a te ly $ 198,000. This is what we will have:
I. Reversal of the church with Chancel where the Sunday
School Auditorium is now loca ted.
2. Low ering of the Sanctuary floor, thus making it a street level
church with main entrance to the north on Tuscarawas Street.
3. An Altar and Lectern , divided Choir-Chancel arrangement,
with rose window. Also a new great organ costing $52,000.
4. Church Auditorium or Nave with ne w pews, seating 800,
and balcony in north end seating 200.
5. New front doors and stone steps with stone bannisters
entering Narthex or Vestibule.
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6. Complete lighting, heating and ventilating system.
7. Complete ground floor or basement excavation, beneath
Nave only, divided into rooms and not finished but with completed connecting corridors to Westminster Hall.
8. Landscaping and beautification of grounds.
The financial picture is this:
I. With temporary release of memorials, $97 ,000 re mains in
fund and pledges after Westminster Hall and Chape l commitments are paid .
2. Of necessity, the interior of the Chapel will be le ft te mporarily in an unfinished state, but completely usable, there by allowing an additional $27,000 to be used for the Sanctuary .
3. Interest and accruals, as before mentioned - $ 17,000,
making a total of $141 ,000 available from present resources.
It is clearly evident that there is a differential be tween present resources and cost of minimal restoration of the Sanctuary
-an amount equal to approximately one year's budget. Authority to borrow this amount is contained in the recomm e ndations. The amortization of this loan and interest will raise the
budget about $10,000 yearly. Thus the entire program as proposed equals $536,000. Certain items of necessity must be
postponed from completion at this time, nam ely:
I. Chapel.
2. Replacement of new stained glass in Sanctuary windows.
3 . Finishing of ground floor level rooms.
4. Remodeling of offices.
These unfinished items may well constitute a dramatic
challenge to our congregation and by no means do they need
to be looked upon as being eliminated for good. Estimates indicate some $50,000 will be required to complete the above
items, however, completion of the Mid-Century Campaign of
$38,000 will go a long way and allow finishing the most urgent parts.
MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION :
This is the story of our Church to this moment. With humility of heart and soul it is our prayer that this new restored
Sanctuary may be finished and ready for dedication on Easter
84

..

............................

aw.-----~----

~.

Sunday , 1952. I, there fore, acting on request of the Board of
Trustees, as Chairman of the Finance Committee, hereby make
the following recomme ndations:
I. That work begin immed iately on the Sanctuary with the
Warren Hoffman Company as general contractors, and Mr.
Harry Everhard as supervising inspector and coordinator. The
work wi ll follow the architect's plans, eliminating certain finishing particulars as outlined above, but completed sufficiently
to prese nt a worshipful atmosphere. Permission is asked for
the Board of Trustees to enter into contracts to accomplish this
at a cost of approx imately $ 198,000.
2. That autho rit y be given the Board of Trustees to borrow up
to $65 ,000 of new money and permission be granted to mortgage the church property as colla teral for this loan.
3. That authority be given to the Board of Trustees to borrow
against unpaid pledges.
4. That other parts of the restoration and building project not
co mpleted in this proposal; namely -Chapel, restoration of
memorials, grou nd fl oor, offices, etc., shall be established on
a priority basis by the Board of Trustees after a recommendation of the Building Committee and completed in part or in
whole according to availa ble finances. No portion of this work
may be started until the Sanc tuary proper has progressed
sufficiently to foresee its necessary financial needs.
5. That the Mid-Century Campaign Committee continue its
efforts to secure all possible pledges and contributions from
new church members and from any others who may desire to
ad d to their donations, so that the Mid-Century Campaign
may be successfully concluded and money provided for the
unfinished portions of this project.
May each and every one of us rededicate ourselves to this
unfinished task of rebuilding our Sanctuary. Let us continue
our unselfish devotion both spiritually and temporally in the
service of our Lord- the restoration of God's Church."
This report was approved by the Congregation and the Building Committee now could see their way clear for completion
of the Restoration Project. On July 20, 1951, a contract for
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$160,000 plus other contingencies was signed with the Warren
Hoffman Co. for the remodeling of our Sanctuary. The Schantz
Organ Co. of Orrville was building the new great organ
($52 ,000) and would be ready for installation at the arranged
schedule. The YMCA and the Timken Voca tiona l High School
were most generous in allowing us accommodations so that
certain parts of our Church and Sunday School program cou ld
continue. Our Westminster Hall was nearing completion and
Sabbath services were transferred to it. The Session esta blished
the following policy regarding the use of Westm inster Hall:
I. The building is primarily for the spiritual education and
moral character development of the youth of the church.
2. The building is intended for the social use of the entire
church membership and their friends.
3. It is desired that full and complete use of the building be
made seven days a week, including evenings, as required.
4. All activities are to be supervised and under the sanction of
group organizations delegated and specified for the purpose.
5. It is considered proper that the building be used for all
legitimate activities for which it and its facilities are suited ,
including games, dramatic productions, athletic programs,
social dancing, bridge, canasta and similar games, providing
that the activities are in good taste in relation to other activities of the church and the season of the year.
6. No gambling, games of chance, raffles or similar activities or
the use of spiritous liquors are to be permitted on the premises.
7. These regulations apply only to Westminster Hall and are
not intended to supplant those applying to either the Chapel or
the Main Building and Sanctuary.
With Westminster Hall as our chief location for the church
program and beginning renovation of our Sanctuary, the Board
of Trustees authorized a detailed up-to-date report to be given
at the annual Congregational meeting in January of 1952. The
chairman of the Special Finance Committee gave the following
report:
"The report of The Board of Trustees is quite different
than that of previous years. During the past year the Board
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has executed the usual temporal affairs of the church, and in
addition has carried on the Building and Restoration Program,
the Committee of which Dr. Charles LaMont is Chairman and
active consultant. This Program has not only been , and is, a
heavy additiona l load but also a pleasuresome responsibility.
It is with this phase that the Board of Trustees give you the
followin g repo rt: At the special Congregational Meeting June
24 , 1951 , a preliminary report and survey was made, with
recomm e ndatio ns. The report was adopted. On this occasion
we are glad to give you this Progress Report based upon those
recommendations. It is hoped that on another day and on ano ther occasion we will have the pleasure of giving you a final
re port.
The financi a l portion of the Building and Restoration Program began in October, 1945 , and through a succession and
co ntinuance of three Capital Funds Raising Campaigns we have
as of today a ttai ned the sum of $485 ,000.00 in cash and
pledges toward our $500,00.00 Building and Restoration
Goa l, which is about $80,000 less than our present estimated
committments. $377 ,000.00 or 80% has been paid , leaving
$ 106,000.00 in pledges to be paid . A portion of this is past
due, but a larger portion is not as yet due according to the
provisions of the pledges. The work of raising the remaining
$15 ,000.00 of the Mid-Century goal plus replacements for
pledges withdrawn because of death, illness or moving from
our city, is, with vigor, continuing under the able leadership
of Mr. Fred Broad and his Mid-Century Committee. Again,
how generous you have been with your contributions and
how patient you are, awaiting the completion of our Sanctuary. On that Celestial day , another important milestone in
the life of the First Presbyterian Church will have been reached,
and the "Faith of our Fathers" will have been perpetuated for
generations - for ourselves, our children and their children's
children.
One year ago, at this time, we were worshipping in the old
Sanctuary, this building was under construction and the Chapel
was in the blue print stage. By last September this buildinoI:> and
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a new heating plant was completed at a cost of $2 20,715.00
all bills paid. The Chapel with its adjoining room s is now within two weeks of its completion. This completion is not e xactly as the term implies, as it is being finish ed onl y to a wo rshipful and usable condition, according to the provisio n se t forth
in the special Congregational Meeting of last Jun e . The cost so
far of the Chapel is $88 ,000.00 which is paid. The re re mains
about $2,500.00 to be paid for the completion o f th e Parlor,
the Family Room and the Hallway which amount has been
specifically pledged for this purpose.
The Restoration of the Sanctuary with its adjoining Sunday
School rooms under the direction and supervisio n of th e Building Committee, is approximately 55% comple ted with a ll parts
of the work proceeding satisfactorily . The work on the Sunday School Rooms is completed except for pa inting, a nd will
soon be ready for use. The Sanctuary has progressed to the
cementing of the main floor which is now in progress, Chancel
Walls and Arch are being erected , Radiant floor heating pipes
are laid , plum bing, heating and ventilating systems are roughed
in and the outside vestibule is about to be started . The new
Organ is well along in construction and instal Ia tion will begin
in March. During February, the lathing and plastering of the
ceiling and walls will have begun. New Sanctuary Pews a t a
cost of $14,000.00 are being constructed. While most of the
contemplated Restoration will have been finished by Easter,
it is not at this time anticipated that the Sanctuary will be ready
for dedication until summer. All resources possible have been
implemented by the Building Committee under the untiring
and devoted leadership of Mr. Harry Everhard for a speedy
conclusion of this work.
The Finance Committee has constantly reviewed our financial situation, and worked in closest harmony with the Building Committee, remembering that no work can be started ,
unless its cost lies within our financial structure. This is our
present status: Total amount raised by cash and pledges
$485,000.00 plus $15,467.00 earned from interest and appreciation, plus $4,472.00 from salvage, making a total of
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$505 ,939.00. To this we are authorized by Congregational action to borrow $65 ,000.00 to be secured by mortgage on the
Church property, making a tota l of $569 ,467 .00 of actual
and authorized money. The Organ Fund of $46,387 .00 in cash
is he ld in a Special Account apart from any figures here mentioned.
We have spent to elate, $220 ,715 .00 for Westminster Hall,
$87,920.00 fo r the Chapel, $88,0 13.00 for work so far on the
Sanc tu ary; S I 9 ,071.00 fo r Architects fees, Performance Bonds,
Campaign Expense and Service Expenses, etc., and $ 17,695 .00
as our share o f the National Restoration Quo ta making a grand
tota l of $432,414.00 paid to elate. This leaves a credit balance
of $ 137 ,467.00 for th e finishing of the Sanctuary to a worship ful atmosphere. The minimum estim ated cost of this
is $ 137,450.00 wh ich includes Chancel and Furniture ; a
$ 15 ,000.00 Main Entrance Vestibule at the north end of the
Sanctuary and a west Narthex Door. In other words the cost
of the co n tern plated work of finishing the Sanctuary ex hausts
all available funds and leaves nothing for unforeseen or unpredictable circumstances. This gives us a total cost of
$580,000.00 for all building and restoration work authorized.
This does not include moving and remodeling the Pastor's
Study, Church Offices or finishing Chapel and Basement
Rooms. As money is contributed toward the Mid-Century Goal
toge ther with replacements, we can proceed with some of the
pressing unfinished items as well as restoring of designated
memorials. By the time the contemplated work is finished we
anticipate about $150,000.00 of funds borrowed against unpaid
pledges and by mortgage. We urge all to pay their pledges as fast
as possible to save interest charges. What a joy it is to give and
give, and then , the more and more of life will come back to us.
MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION: Weare engaged in
a great enterprise, vitally important to the lives of every Member, to the life of First Church and to the Life of Canton Community. We have reached a crucial stage- all our funds have
been allocated to basic construction essentials. Increasing costs
make most difficult the attainment of these essentials. The
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several Committees responsible are contained within the li mits
of ava ilab le funds. Voluntary Sacri fic ial Givi ng to th e Mid-Century Goal is the answer, if we are to have success in ou r day.
Until then it remains an " Unfinished Symphony ."
With stout hearts and dynamic courage, unde r the gu idance
of God and the inspiring leadershi p of our Pastors, Dr. Parkinson and Rev. Briner, le t us press o nward , wit h re newed spirit
and de termination , the work of rebuilding th e " Ho use o f Our
Lord ", our Sanctuary."
Construction work progressed at top speed durin g 1952,
and the Mid-Century Fund Campaign was pressed to a successful conclusion of $202,711.00 by the end of the yea r. Most al l
of the Church organizations, Boards, etc .. mad e pledges indicating a remarkable spirit and determinatio n to fina lize this
third fiscal campaign .
By November, 1952, the Building and Resto ratio n project.
except for some few areas, was comple ted and the week of
November 23, was set apart for dedica ting and co nsecrati o n

Sanctuary Cllancel
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ceremo nies. Our congregation of 2,347 was in high spirits and
humbly grateful to God for what had been wrought :
''My Ch urch is the place where The word of God is preached ,
The power of God is fe lt ,
The spirit of God is manifested
The love of God is revealed,
The unity of God is perceived."

The Service o r Dedi cation began on Sunday , November 23 ,
1952 , al I 0:30 a. m. Litany was then pronounced for the
Rcclcdica lio n o r th e Sanctuary , followed by the Litany of
Occlica ti o n o r the Pulpit - Communion Table (gift of
Ma rguerite Vica ry). Lectern and Chancel appointm ents. Next
was rhe Litany o r Dedication o r the great Organ (gift of Mr. &
Mrs. Alvin Gibbs a nd Mrs. Freel Preyer). The dedicatory sermon
"Thi s is th e Ch urc h" was preached by our pastor the Reverend
George E. Parkinson , D.O.

Balcony End of San ctuary
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" Service of Reunion" at 6 p.m. was obse rve d w it h appropria te rem arks by Rev. Charles Han na. " Se rvice of T ha nksgiving" on No vem ber 26 , a t 8 p .m . was preac hed b y t he Rev.
Clifford L. Ba rbour , D.D ., Pres ide n t o f Weste rn Theological
Se minary of Pittsbu rgh , Pa. " Se rvice o f Shar ing" o n No ve mber 28, a t 8 p .m . was p reached by the Rev. Robe rt 13 . Why te,
D .D ., Ministe r of O ld Stone Churc h, Cleve la nd , Oh io . " Se rvice of Re-Consecra tion" o n Novembe r 3 0 , a t I 0:30 a .m . was
preached by Rev . Parkinson o n the subj ec t " Aro und the
T a ble". Dedica tio n cere mo nies conclucle cl o n Dece mbe r 4 , a t
8 p .m. whe n Mr. Virgil Fox, wo rld re now ne d o rga nis t o f
Rive rside Church in New Yo rk City , gave the cl ed ica to ry rcc i tal
on the " Mr. & Mrs. Lewis G ibbs Mem o ria l Orga n ".
These even ts were e nj oyed by a ll and le ft a n ind e li ble so ulsearching impressio n on our co ngregat io n tha t wi ll re-ec ho
down through the years. Many co ntribu tions we re mad e d u ring
this period and curre nt e xpenses a nd be nevol ances ke pt pace

Gibbs·Preyer Memorial Organ Co nsole
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with the commi tmen ts. Devotion and d iligence of th e co ngregat ion, a beauti ful dedicatio n book with p ictures a nd a brie f
histo ry with commi ttee na mes added to t he significa nce of the
occasion as we ll as a perm ane nt record.
Lite ra lly hundreds and h und reds in o u r co ngrega tio n have
contributed o f their time and ta le n t to the comple tion o f the
Building and Restora tio n proje ct. It is no t possible in this
unde rtaking to name each co ntribu tor pe rsona ll y. Ho weve r,
it is fi tting to name the Committee Chairm en and so m e o f the
members as they ap peared in the de d ica tio n brochure.

EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE
Dr. Charles A. LaMont, Chairman
H.A. Norden, Vice Chairman E.H. Dickerson
William H. Miller
A.E. Frick, Secre tary
Harry H. Everhard John A. Sessions
Ransom H. Barr
Arthur E. Gibbs
Lloyd H. Speelman
Mrs. Arthur J. Bell
E.T. Heald
Miss Marguerite Vicary
Fred H. Broad
Dr. C.B. King
COMMITIEE ON PLANS AND CONSTRUCTION
Harry Everhard, Chairman
Terry Brown
Arthur E. Gibbs
John Sessions
E.H. Dickerson
Gene Rownd
VISITATION COMMITIEE
Ransom H. Barr, Chairman
COMMITIEE ON WORSHIP FACILITIES
Dr. C.B. King, Chairman
COMMITIEE ON WOMEN'S WORK
Mr3. A .J . Bell , Chairman
COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR DECORATION AND SYMBOLISM
Miss Marguerite Vicary, Chairman
Mrs. Ned M. Austin
Mrs. Charles LaMont Mrs. William Umstattd
Mrs Arthur Gibbs
Mrs. Walter Jones
Mrs. Walter Witham
Mrs. Henry Schaffner
COMMITTEE ON PROMOTION AND PUBLICITY
E.T . Heald , Chairman
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COMM ITTEE ON FELLOWSHIP AND RECREATION
Lloy d Speelman, Chairman
COMM ITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
John Sessions, Chairman
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Fred H. Broad , Chairman
Rex C. Jenkins
John B. Baker
AU an G. Robertson
John A. Sessions
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur E. Gibbs W.L. Juergens
E.T. Hea ld
Wi lliam H. Miller
Mrs. Walter Witham
Dr. Ralph K. Ramsayer
SPECIAL BUILDING FINANCE COMMITTEE
(Of the Board of Trustees)
Dr. Ralph K. Ramsayer, Chairman
Fred H. Broad
J .A. Sessions
Franklin Arnold
Harold Turner
Stanley Evans
PUBLIC INFORMATION SERVICES COMMITTEE
Eugene Carr, Chairman

The Dedica tion Book was concluded with the following
ve rse b y Edwin Ma rkham.

"At tile Heart of the cyclone tearing the sky
And flinging tile clouds and the towers by,
Is a place of central calm;
So here in the roar of mortal things,
I have a place where my spirit sings
In th e hollow of God's palm."
THIS IS OUR CHURCH

Let us ever find in it peace, consolation and security. Let
us always keep a high estimate of it in our heart. Let no little
though t, no sterile meanness, rob us from God's greatness.
THIS IS OUR CHURCH

Let its future be ever greater than its past.
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Our Organist-Choirmaster Mr. Philip Hodel resign ed, effective September I, 1955, and Mr. Arden Whitacre was employed
as Minister of Music. With the expansion of facilities the program of the Church grew rapidly and several new service organizations had their beginning. Several of the un finished sections of the Church were finished and the Chairm a n of the
Special Finance Committee made the following report at a
special congregational meeting on December 4 , I 95 5:
"Mr. Chr'm ., Rev. Dr. Park inson, Me mbers of the Congregation:
We are pausing a few moments today to recount our blessings, our obligations, and contemplate the future. Worshipping
in this beautiful Sanctuary is the fulfillment of our dreams,
our visions, and our prayers, over a period of some fifteen
years. This represents the greatest church building program in
Canton, in the past quarter century.
From time to time, the Board of Trustees have endeavored
to keep the congregation informed of the Resto ration and
Building program. Most of these reports have been in the form
of printed statements, but cold figures do not carry th e warmth
and inspiration of the spoken words.
By June of '51, (4Y2 years ago), Westminste r Hall and heating plant had just been completed at a cost of $2 19,262.00 together with the skeletal structure of Christ Chapel at a cost of
$83,600.00. Total gifts and pledges at that tim e totalled
$462,000.00, and the Mid-Century Campaign for $200 ,000
under the successful leadership of Mr. Fred Broad was near to
its goal.
The rapid advance in building costs placed our plans for the
Restoration of this Sanctuary in jeopardy, - in fact (or a time
it seemed impossible. However, a review of Structural Plans,
Consultations with the Architect, and a re-study of new, possible methods of financing, developed several alternate plans for
proceeding. FinaUy one plan crystallized, which left much to
be finished in both the Sanctuary and the Chapel, along with
new and mortgage methods of financing.
.
.
Then on June 24, 1951, following the mormng service as
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today , a Specia l Congregational Meeting was held, and a plan
of ac ti on presented for consideration. The report was enthusiastically received and unanimously passed. Time, circumstances of good fortune and Guidance under God , proved the
wisdo m of the co ngrega tio nal action. Within the framework
of th e auth o ri zation given the Board of Trustees, - this
Church has bee n res tored , this Holy Sanctuary Lives - Vibrant
in the work o f the Lo rd.
During th e time , pursuant to this Res toration, we, the Board
o f Trustees have m ade many commitments, incurred obligatio ns, co ndu c ted Ca pital Fund Campaigns, made a mortgage
bank loa n , a nd Bank Loans (secured by Building Pledges),
Collected Pledges to the best of our ability, accepted Denomination a l obli ga tions, and paid all bills when due.
Total income from all sources, excluding Bank Loans,
approx imated $677 ,000 ; Total payments were $725 ,000;
Our prese nt inde btedness $48,000 of borrowed money (Bank
Loa n). We have paid $9 ,431.00 interest in the past three years.
This loan is being amortized at the rate of $9,600 a year, plus
interest.
After careful screening of the past due, unpaid pledges, we
believe tha t som e $ 13,000 will be paid over a period <?f years
as the circumstances of the individuals will permit. All requests
for cance llations, due to deaths, removal from the city, withdrawal of membership , ill health and business reverses, etc., are
honored. The loss from these causes is less than 3Y2% of the
total. This is remarkable record in Church Financing, and is
representative of the great degree of loyalty and support the
membership gives to their church.
The second and more pressing obligation, which we have, is
our participation in Denominational programs. These are three
in number, and we are in arrears in all three of them, partially
because we were able to get permission to pay later, but mainly because our own project consumed all available funds.
No. 1: Some five years ago, the General Assembly conducted a National Building Funds Campaign for $13,000,000
to assist new churches, Seminaries, Training of young Mini-
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sters, etc. Our q uota was $ 13 ,776 and is long overdue, and
becoming embarrassing.
No. 2: Almost two years ago th e Ohio Sy nod app roved a
Capital Funds Campaign for increasing fa c ilities fo r the aged
and infirm at the Ohio Presbyterian Homes. Our all ocation for
this project was $3,535. By Special offe ring we ra isecl S4 71 .42,
leaving $3,053.58 past clue.
No. 3: Some years ago the Mahoning Pres byte ry mad e a
per capita assessment for the Butler Memorial, (Negro) Congrega tion in Youngstown to assist them in their program. Our
quota is $468.90, and is pas t clue.
Our Boards in this church have accep ted these quotas. and
therefore , they are our obligations.
THE THIRD AND LAST URGENT OBLIGATIO N is to restore to capital fund s the $ 15 ,000 of Memo ria l Gifts, re leased
for the basic building construction at a tim e o f cl ire need in
1951-52. Eternal thanks are due these donors. This fund lws
mainly to do with the Restoration of the windows in this Sa nctuary, and this should be clo ne in the course of a year o r two,
as age and the elements are fast causing the prese nt ones to be
inoperable and unsafe. Likewise, we should honor the desires
of the Donors.
THESE OBLIGATIONS TOTAL $78,000.00.
Some months ago , after much deliberation, the Board of
Trustees decided it wise, and timely to launch a Capital Funds
Campaign early this December in the amount of our inde btedness, just following the Benevolence and Curren t Expense,
Every Member Campaign. This was to be accompanied with a
Congregational Meeting to give emphasis and impetus to this
Loyalty Appeal, and to plead our cause, "To help others, along
with helping ourselves". Also to give an opportunity (the
first in 4Yz years) to give you a more formal report of our activities on a broader basis than can be written in a letter or given
in a report. Furthermore, to seek re-affirm ation from the
congregation for completion of the Building and R estoration
Program.
About one week ago, you received in your homes a letter
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from the Special Lo ya lty Fund Finance Committee, o f which
He nry Sc haffne r is Chairman. This lette r se t fort h our obligatio ns and ex plai ned w hy we should a ll contribu te as we can,
large or sma ll , so a s to e na ble us to clear o u r de bts. Already
ma ny p ledges have been rece ived. This appea l a lso gives opportunit y to se ve ra l hundred new members o f the last seve ral
years . who have n o t ha d the opportunity to participate in the
Buildin g and Res to ratio n Progra m. Likewise , an opportu nity
is give n to those, who a t the yea rs e nd find they wish to give
addit io na lly, in o rde r to mee t their ow n fair-share formu lae of
giving. Eve n tho ' thi s appeal fo llows c lose ly t he " EveryMe m be r Budge t Ca nva ss", w hic h is nea ring its com ple tion , we
have fa ith !ha l we have judged the wishes and desires of the
Con grega tio n correctly - to the end th at this program e nables
aU to give as !he y d esire.
No w. loo k in g to the fu ture, we, the Board o f Trustees envisio n the fabric of this Church to continue to enlarge and
grow and grow, - vibrant with life , both Spi ri tua lly a nd Physicall y , unde r the great leade rship of Rev. Parkinso n and his
staff. We e nthu siastica ll y support the increasing program for
Chri stia n living. made possib le by our new faci lities.
Also, if o ur a ppea l for fund s is successful , and a ft er we discharge our inde btedness, we recomme nd that the Trustees be
re-autho rized by this congregation to proceed to comple te
the unfinishe d portions of our church , according to the architect 's p la ns. Reference includes the Chapel, the Corridors beneath t his Sanctuary , Wainscoating the Clois ter a nd numerous
o the r unfinish ed projects. The cost of this will be some
$23,000. We furth e r recommend that no work on any of these
projects be started until fund s a re availa ble. The probable
sources of mone y will be either Undesignated or Special Interest gifts or pledges, payment on old pledges or current expense
budgeting. In the Faith of our Father, we be lieve ways a nd
means will be forth-coming and we can comp le te the Building
and Restora tion of our Beloved church - "to the Joy and
Pleasure of Thy Lord " - and, in behalf of the Board of Trustees, Mr. President, I place in motion this report , with it's
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recommendations, for acceptance, or rejection."
This report was unanimou sly accepted with a uthority to
proceed.
During 1955 , the Church accep ted a new camp site o f 97
acres, the gift of Miss Ethel Steele a nd Mr. and Mrs. H.E.
Dougherty . (See c hapter on Ca mp Wa ko nd a). Rev. Briner,
associate Minister was granted a six months leave of abse nce
for travel effective May 31 , 195 6.
On October 7, 1956, the unified budget co ncept for Churc h
budge ting and benevole nces was adopted with Mr. Ju e rge ns
as its first Committee Chairman.
A Congregational Meeting was held in the Sanctuary on
Sunday, January 13 , 1957, for the purpose of acting upon the
nomina tion of a candidate fo r the Associate Ministe rship ,
notice of said meeting having been published in the church
bulletin for at least two Sundays preceding said mee ting. The
meeting followed im mediately aft er the I 0 :30 a.m. worship
service. The Moderator, Dr. George E. Parkinson , presided .
He read the pertine nt provisions of the form of Governm e nt
concerning the election of an Associate Minister.
Ward Payne, Chairman of the Personnel Committee , reported on the action of the Personnel Committee and presented a
resume of the training and experience of Irvine M. Dungan
who was nominated by the Personne l Committee as a candidate for election as Associa te Minister. Mr. Payne moved that
the report of the Personnel Committee be accepted and th at
Irvine M. Dungan be elected as Associate Minister and that a
call be issued to him by Mahoning Presbytery . The motion was
duly seconded.
The Moderator asked for a show of hands as to whether the
congregation was ready to call an Associate Minister. There
were no negative votes. The Moderator asked for a standing
vote as to whether the congregation desired to approve and
accept the report of the Personnel Committee. There were no
negative votes. The Moderator then declared that a unanimous call for Irvine M. Dungan to be our Associate Minister
had issued from the congregation.
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Rev. Dunga n was installed as Associate Minister by the
Presbytery of Ma ho ning, on February 17, 1957 , at 7:30p.m.
Mod era tor , John Botty , presided. The Insta llation sermon was
preached by Rev. John B. Barker, D.D . of Calvary Presbyterian
Church, Ca nton , and the Installation Prayer was offered by
Rev. George E. Parkinson , D.D . Be nediction by Rev. Dungan.
Rev. Dungan is a graduate of Ohio State University, and
McCormick Theological Seminary , with additional graduate
study at Northwestern University , Yale Divinity School, and
the Unive rsity of Mic higan. For twenty years he served as an
educational missionary in China under the United Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. After returning to this country, for six
years he was Professor and head of the department of Psychology of Berea College, Berea , Kentucky. He has been a member
of the Ohio Synod Christi an Education Executive Committee,
chairman of Presbytery Christian Education Committees, and
is currently chairman of the Wooster Presbytery Task Force
on Evangelism. He is listed in Who's Who in American Education, American Men of Science and Directory of American
Scholars. Rev. and the late Mrs. Dungan a re the parents of
three sons.
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Rev. Orville Briner , having re turn ed from his trave ls expressed his profound interest as being that of ca mp in g a nd
developing o ur new c hurch Ca m p. He, the re fo re, beca me
employed as Camp Direc tor as of Oc tobe r I , 1957.
Mr. Arden Whitacre , Minister of Music resigned effective
Dece mbe r 25 , 1958. Mrs. Hazel Pa rkin son wa s appointed
interim director of music. On May 4 , 1959 , Mr. Robert E.
Clark was employed as organist-choirmaster.
The name of our Churc h was c ha nged from First Presbyterian Church by vote o f the co ngregat ion on Jul y I I , 196 1, to
Christ United Presbyterian Church in USA. The reason fo r
change came about by the union of the Presby te rian Church
( 1958), thereby causing two Presbyterian Churches in Canton
to be called " First". Therefore both c hurc hes c ha nged th eir
names. With the change of name, a new cons titution was
adopted by congregational action. Also a new corpo ration was
developed and the Articles of Incorpora tion was app roved by
the Board of Trustees on Nove mbe r 7 , 1961 , a nd ordered
filed with the secretary of the State of Ohio.
The Ordination to the Holy Min is try of Frederick Preyer
Gibbs, a son of our Church, was held on June 13 , 1962, at
7:30 a.m. in our church under the auspices of the Presby tery
of Wooster.
The ordination sermon " Living Your Religion" was preached by the Rev. Donald Macleod of Princeton Theological
Seminary. Rev. Gibbs received both his Bachelor and Masters
degrees in Theology from Prince ton. He was immedia tely
called as assistant Pastor in our church during the summer of
1952, prior to a year's post-graduate work in the University of
Edinburgh, Scotland
Mr. Robert Clark our Minister of Music for the past three
years tendered his resignation effective September I , to become associate professor of music at Cornell College in Iowa.
On July 8, 1962, Mr. Paul Reynolds was employed as
Organist-Choirmaster (Minister of Music) effective September I. He had his Masters degree in Sacred Music from Union
Theological Seminary and came to us from Plymouth First
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Cong regational Churc h of Lincoln , Nebraska.
He wa s especiall y attrac ted to us because of our fin e choir,
the excellence of ou r o rga n an d the challenge to co ntinue and
improve th e qual ity of our spec ial Spring Annual series of
Sacred Mu sica l a we ll as the re nditi o n of the " Messia h" a t
Ch ris tmas with fu ll o rc hestratio n (26 membe rs of the Clevehlllcl Orc hes tra).
Th e Ma nsco n 2 10 - 17th St. , N.E ., which now was 40 years
o ld wa s in cons!ant need o f repa irs and by now was inadequate
in man y respec ts fo r our Pastor a nd his family. The Board of
Tru s1ecs had bee n for several years contemplating building,
but a suit a ble lo t within the c ity limits, as our Pastor desired ,
co uld not be fou nd. Also seve ra l prope rties were considered
and a t last in th e yea r 1962 a home at 260- 19th Stree t, N.W. ,
answe red our require me nts and e nded our search. It was purchased fo r $34,500 and we have a new Manse. The old Manse
was soon so ld fo r S 17,250.
During the latte r half o f 1962, the j o int Boards studied the
finan cial obligations of the church. It was d ecided to recommend a Capital Funds Campaign for $ 225 ,000.00.
This was passed by the Congrega tion and Mr. Goodenough
of Marts an d Lundy engaged to condu ct the campaign to be
known as "Progra m for Christian Advance". Our obligations
involved the Wooster Presbytery, Ohio Synod, Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary , Camp Wakonda , etc. The campaign
(1963) was about 70% successful.
During 1964, the two beautiful mosaics were insta lled in
our Sa nctuary - the gift of Mr. Harry Everhard . (See Article
on Stained Glass Windows.)
Our hearts were all saddened by the deaths of our associate
Pastor and Camp Director on June 25, 1966. No words can
express the admiration and abiding love we all had for Orville.
Truly one of " God's Noblemen". (See Article on Camp
Wakonda. )
On June 18, 1967, Rev . John Smith was installed as Associate Minister. Rev. Smith, age 35, comes to us after four years
of a very successful pastorate at the First United Presbyterian
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Church at Boston, Pa. He received his Bachelor's degree at
Muskingum College and his Theological degree in I 962 from
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. Ordination was by the Presbytery of Newark, New Jersey. Rev. a nd Mrs. Smith have th ree
children. The participating Ministers at the installation se rvice
were Rev. Dungan, Rev. Gaston, Rev. Mase and Re v. Geo rge
Parkinson.
During the year, 1965 , the General Assembly adopted and
promoted a FIFTY MILLION Fund Ca mpaign. Our Sessio n
studied the proportion that would be rightfully ours. On
November 6, 1965 , our Session recommended as our portion
to be $ 127,500. In consultation with the Trustees, it was
decided that another similar amount would be added for ourselves, thus the total amount of the campaign of $255 ,000
was recommended to a congregational meeting. This was duly
passed. The items of the FIFTY MILLION Fund which our
Church specified amounts for are : for the libraries in Thailand ,
for the Central Library at Prince Royal's Theological Se minary,
for Dara Academy and McCormick High School. The Capital
(voluntary) Fund campaign was launched in 1966.
The outstanding event of 1967, was the celebration of the
25th anniversary of the Ministry of our Pastor. Two separa te
programs were the highlights of this unusual and unique event.
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The magnificence of the celebration speaks for itself. The first
took place on Sunday evening October I , 1967, at 8 p.m. The
program was designed to be community wide and was as
follow s:
ORGAN PRELUDE: "What God ordains is always good "
(Partita ) Johann Pac helbel
INVOCATION : Rev. Irvine M. Dungan
REMARKS : " The Nature of the Occasion"
Elder Ra lph K . Ram sayer, M.D. Presiding
Chairman of the Twe nty-Fifth Anniversary Committee
ANTH EM: " The Lord Is My Shepherd", Thomas Mathews
The Christ Church Chancel Choir, Marian Fowler, soprano
GRE ETI NG S: Elder L.J-1 . Booher
Secre tary o f th e Pulpit Committee 25 years ago
Rev. Franklin L. Trubee
Ministries Consultant of the United Presbyterian Synod of
Ohio.
Mr. Robe rt B. Harriman
Moderator of the Presbytery of Wooster
Elder Robe.r t B. Jameson
Modera tor of the United Presbyterian Synod of Ohio
Rev. Richard E. Plummer
Synod Executive of the United Presbyterian Synod of Ohio
ANTHEM: "In the Year King Uzziah Died, David Mck.
Williams
ADDRESS: Dr. Lynn B. Turner
President of Otterbein College, Westerville
RESPONSE: Rev. George E. Parkinson, D.O., Litt, D.
BENEDICTION: Rev. John P. Smith
CHORAL RESPONSE: "A Blessing", Martin Shaw
All are invited to Westminster Hall to a RECEPTION for Dr.
and Mrs. George E. Parkinson
The second event was designated as a congregational dinner
celebration and was held on Wednesday, October 4th at 6 p.m.
This was a gala evening with an over-flowing attendance in
Westminster Hall, full of surprises and expressions of appreciation in behalf of Dr. Parkinson's Ministry. Mrs. Parkinson
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likewise received her f ull share of gratu i tie ancl ro es (25).
Mr. Ro bert Herrington , co-chairman was introd uced, and
made the fo llowing presentation : ''Thi s p laq ue is presented to
Geo rge E. and Hazel M . Parki nson , in o bservance o f t heir 25 th
year of ministry to th e members of Christ Un i ted Presby terian
Church , the Ci t y o r Ca nt o n , and the Church U ni ve rsa l .. .
presented by th e mem bership in love, es teem. acl 111irat io n and
prayerful thanks to God fo r their divine inspirati o n , dedication , zea l and co nstancy in th e m inistry of o ur Lo rd and Master, Jesus Christ , Oc tober 4 , 1967." ( Recognit io n is give n to
Dr. Stanley Evans of Co nsolidated G rap hic Ar ts Co rp . ro r the
gift of this commerative plaqu e.)
Chairman Dr. Ralph K. Ram saye r w as th en int ro du ced and
made the fo llowing presentatio n statement : " H aze l and
George: this is a memorable occasio n. Few time in the li fe
of any church does such an observan ce occur, an d w ith such
ou tpouri ng of enthusiasm. Life is a field or hono r , an d wh atever we put into it is the measure o r what we get out o r it. Y ou
have overfilled this measure, and the eloquen t and inspiring
words forever engraved on th e p laqu e o r stai n less stee l, just

Rev. and Mrs. George Parkinson on the occasion of
their 25th year of Ministry.
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prese nted to you , a re recognitio n o( unusual me rit in the
ca use of Christ. T we nt y-five years ago you ca m e to our
church . O ur co ngregatio n was waiting for you . Our me mbe rs
we re not vessels to be fi lled but they were lamps to be lighted .
This yo u did . an d o ur membershi p sta rted working. A building
and restora tio n progra m was q uickly o n t he way. Our wh o le
horizon c hanged ; o ur sights were raised a nd you inspired us to
he lp o urselves in building and resto ring our church edifice.
Thro ugh the yea rs o ur me mbership has mo re tha n doubled 1400 - 2900. O ur budget has increased fro m $ 10 ,000 to over
$200,000 . Ou r benevo le nce has risen from $5 ,000 to over
$80,000. Our program is co nstantl y gro wing a nd improving.
Surely o ur c hurc h , o u r co ngrega tio n is on the ma rc h, and we,
your pa rishi one rs, a re dedicated to th a t proposition " to work
in th e vineyard of our Lo rd .
And now , Hazel and George, as we affec tio na tely k now you ,
it is m y official priv ilege and pe rsonal pleasure o n behalf of the
m embers of your co ngrega tion to present you this honorarium.
We hope you will freely use it because it is symbolically the
key to our hea rts and homes. Also we , the congrega tion, prese nt this to you in the ho pe tha t t his m ay be the key to one of
your hea rt's desires. Now it so happe ns this sy mbo lic key unloc ks a sp ecia l com partm ent in wh ic h there is a mystical white
box filled w ith th e m emories of all the years you have ministered to us, memories of your wonde rful sermons via church
and radio ; m emories of you r community and civic interests
as so fi ttingly expressed by the Awa rd of Apprecia tio n presented to yo u some yea rs ago by the Canton Chamber of
Co mme rce ; m e mories o f your nock in health and in sickness;
in j o y a nd in be reavem e nt ; and yo ur devotion to the cause of
Christ and the mi ssion of His c hurc h. This honorarium is the
spo ntaneous and voluntary ex pressio n of m a ny hundreds of
famili es of our congrega tion in grateful a ppreciation of y our
ministry of the past and e nthusiastically looking forward to
the c halle nge o f the future , All working together for One.
Congratulations, Hazel and George, and the accolade of
your friends. "
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Following the formal portion of the program, the remainder
of the evening was spent in gra nd fellowship , e njoyed by all,
including our Minister's family. Mr. Harry Gray was M.C.
In addition to directing the program of o ur Church (which
is one of the largest and most active in o ur denom ination in
Ohio), he has served the church nationally as a membe r of the
Commission on Ecumenical Missions and Relatio ns; a me mber
of the Commission on Evangelism ; a member of th e Co mmission of Executive and Field Service. He is past Moderator of
the Synod of Ohio and is prese ntly Chairman of the Ministe rial
Relations Committee of Synod .
On the Ecumenical level he has been Chairman or the Ohio
Pastor's Convention which is the largest convocation of clergymen held in the United States. He has been C hairman of the
National Committee on Conversations with t he Christian
Science Church in the area of the Healing Minist ry of the
Church. He is a member of the Board of Trustees or Muski ngum
College and Malone College.
Rev. Parkinson is very actively involved in many community
organizations, particularly Chamber of Commerce , past president of the American Red Cross Board , belongs to Rotary
Club, and has served several terms as a member of the Board of
Trustees. He has participated in capital campaigns for WalshMalone College, YM and YWCA, the United Youth Fund and
the United Fund. He was a major influence in organiz ing the
Canton Council of Churches and has served as a member of
their Board and on various committees. He is a t present chairman of the City-wide activities division. He is a Protestant
chaplain of the Canton Police Department. Rev. Parkinson is
a member of Trinity Lodge, F. & A.M. Canton Commandery
No. 38 K.T. and is a thirty-third degree Mason. Aside from the
pulpit, perhaps his greatest service is the many hours he gives
in Hospital and on home calls and counseling individuals on
personal, marriage, family or other problems.
By November, 1969, we still owed some $87,000 of the
$127,500 pledge we made as our portion of the 50 million
fund. A ballot vote by the congregation authorized that
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$ I 0 ,000.00 be paid each year by way of the annual budget.
This policy is continuing each year.
The Wooster Presbytery recommended that each pastor
participate yearly in a program of continuing education. This
meant that each church should provide time and finances for
the ir ministers to attend some education seminar of perhaps
one to two weeks each year (not to be included in vacation
tim e ). This is proving to be a very worthwhile experience.
As 1970 arrived a review study of our growth and programs
sin ce 1942 was made and is here presented in the following
graph. This is one of the most remarkable achievements in
church history and one of which our congregation can be
proud. This can on ly be achieved by a dedicated congregation
a nd the devoted leadership of our min isters.
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CHALLENGE OF THE 70'S
A great church at work ill our time. A great church
relevant to our way of life. Emphasis 0 11 program and
people, organizations and persons within the fram ework of the "Church Triumphant'.'

Time marches on - change bege ts change. As we eme rge
from the exciting ' SO's and the difficult '60's, we confront
the challenging '70's. The historian looks back a nd interp rets
the events which effect how and what we are today . Pa rt o f
the history and disciplines of the past decad es ec ho in to the
following decade. The part that is good we try to perpetuate,
the part that is bad we try to phase out and the pa rt th at is
questionable we experiment with and try to find guide lines
and land marks. We try not to become paralyzed by a nalysis
but aim to venture in releva nt areas of contempo rary li fe .
Dynamically we must illume the Christian way of life in this
secular world. This is evidenced from our pulpit a nd lectern,
from the programs of the followin g organizations an d pe rsons
which are briefly described both historically and currently as
the case may be -

No. I
Women Organizations and Missionaries
The first record of wom en's activities in the First Presbyterian Church of Canton, Ohio, is found in a minute book
covering the years 1851 to 1867, of the " Ladies Sewing
Society", whose object was "to earn money to build the
belfry of the church".
Soon after the close of the Civil War, there was a Missionary
Society established by the personal efforts of Rev. Ebenezer
Buckingham sometime during his pastorate, which closed in
1873 . He secured memberships for this society by visiting in
the homes, asking a fee of 50 cents a year from each member
for its support.
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Meetings were held very irregularly, but a missionary paper
entitled "The Missionary Messenger" was in circu Ia tion. No
written record seems to be in ex istence.
From records of Congregational meetings it seems that a
Ladies Home and Foreign Missionary Society was o rga nized
in January, 1878 (which seems to be until rece ntly the one
still in existence, altho' there was at least one year o r possibly
more, when it did not hold meetings.)
No record of membership or methods of work are to be
found, but the report in 1879, inclicatesa sum of $ 15 sent to
foreign missions, and a box of clothing valued at $ 150 sent to
a Home Missionary i11 Iowa. About this time a plan for contributing to the building of adobe houses in California under
the Home Board of Missions was used, by which individuals
bought bricks at 15 cents apiece. A sample of these bricks of
adobe clay was on exhibition. One little girl in Sabbath
School, when the children were asked to subscribe for one
brick, electrified the school by offering to take $5 worth.
In 1880 this Ladies' Missionary Society together with a
young Ladies' Society and a Children's Bank, called "Workers
for Jesus" were active and the report states that more interest
was then shown than at any previous time.
In another minute book covering a period of 14 years are
found the records of a meeting held January 9th, 1878, for
the purpose of organizing a Ladies' Missionary Society. A
constitution was adopted, and the officers elected at this meeting with a list of members, 32 in number are recorded with
the minutes of the meetings held during the next two and a
half years. Apparently during the next three or four years the
meetings were held irregularly, although five boxes were
packed and sent to Home Missionary pastors.
There were twelve subscribers for "Women's Work" a
foreign magazine, and the monthly meetings were well attended. The report also showed gifts were made amounting
to $55. In 1881, this Women's Society ceased to meet altho'
the Young Ladies' and Children's group held monthly meetings, but three years later, a further record appears of the
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Ladies' Society sending sup plies to a Missionary family.
In 1886 a co ngregational report and the first church published (by the Session) directory , showed that Mrs. J .0 . Palmer
was president , and Mrs. George Laird, secretary an d treasure r
of the Ladies Missionary Socie ty (Home and Foreign) and
which gave th e receipts of $29.70 from collections from
mont hl y concerts, and $9 .40 as dues from members. Miss
Harriet Noy es, a missionary to China was sent $ 10 and $3.50
went to a colored school in Texas. At this time the church
me mbersh ip was 375 - Ho me School 375 and Buckingham
Missio n 140.
On May 3 1. I 888, an entire ly new organiza tion was form ed
with a new co nstitution , with 25 members, both men and
wom en , ho lding a mee ting on Thursday night each month,
the wom e n ho lding anothe r meeting once each month. Although beginning in the Spring o f 1889, the records show
o nly the wom en's missionary mee tings, which seem to have
been held through all the succeeding years.
In 1888 contributions of $34.57 were reported , and the
nex t year $69 a lone were given to foreign missions, then
nothing was reported in 1890, but in 1891 we have the foreign
gift of $62.39 recorded. At this time the Home Society and
Foreign Socie ties were separated , but it is stated they were
unite d lat er. The o rga nization seemed to take on a new lease
of life when Mrs. H. Clay Ferguson was president (wife of the
pastor).
Then , after a few years, for a time the missionary spirit in
the church was at a very low ebb, not only is the fact verified
by the report of the foreign gifts which were at one time as
low as $20, but the attendance was correspondingly low, the
president sometimes being the sole attendant at the meetings,
who after waiting in vain for others to come, would offer a
prayer and then go home ; but the darkest hour was the herald
of the dawn , as the importance of missions seemed to reappear
in the life of the church.
The records of 1900 show the Missionary Society continued
with growing success, then for two decades, the records are
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m1ssmg, having been destroyed by the burning o f the Secretary's home, but during this t ime a group b ecam e known as
the Tappan Auxiliary and continued with in c reasing m e mbe rs
and influence. Various Sewing Societies w ere o rga nized from
time to time as needs developed.
The numbers in the church increased with the growth o f the
city . The size of the church brought new poss ibilities in the
life of the society, but the greatest s timulu s o f all was when
the Socie ty was made to feel responsible for Miss Mary
Niederhauser, who went in 1915 as our missionary to C hie ng
Rai, North Siam.
In 1910, a Westm inste r Guild was orga nized whi ch la te r
became the nucleus of the " Isa bel Guild Auxiliary", nam e d
in honor of Miss Isabel Harter who orga nized the Guild. During
that same year, the Evening Auxiliary for young wome n e mployed in the daytime, was started a nd in I 92 I , a nother
group of young women were organized into the Mary Bee be
Auxiliary.
The 1922 Women's Societies booklet states " The Wome n 's
Missionary Society is a federation of the Missiona ry Societies
of our Church, and is made up of the following auxiliaries: The
Tappan Auxiliary, the Isabel Auxiliary, The Mary Beebe
Auxiliary and the Evening Auxiliary".
The other organization of this period was The Ladies Aid
Society. The roster of these organizations contain s the names
of many prominent women of our Church as well as leaders
in women's affairs in our city. The organizations, by name
continued about the same until 1937, when the Tappan and
Isabel joined and became known as Tappan - Isa be l Auxiliary,
also the word Missionary was dropped, and the ladies were
known as the "Women's Association" in 1944 with the above
divisions. Also the Women's Service League came into being,
replacing the name of Ladies Aid Society.
Careful search reveals no minutes of the activities of the
many women's organizations, except those summaries found
in the yearly congregational minutes. These records start in
1924 to the present date. The only other yearly congregational
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record s we have, a re from 185 1 to 1895 but no mention is
made anywhere about women's activities. In reading the record from 1924 to date , one is amazed at the tremendous
a mo unt of dedication, devotion and real producing work that
our wom e n have achieved over the years. The amount of
m o ney su pp lied fo r hundreds of causes is staggering, but st ill
min o r whe n compared with their achievements which would
require vo lumes to tell the entire story.
Over th e yea rs, o ur church has had several foreign Missiona ries who have esta blished outstanding records. Space will not
pe rmit more than recording the names (volumes would be
required to tell their total accomplishments); Mr. L.J. and Mary
Neiderhau ser Bee be in Siam, Rev. DavidS. Tappan in Haiman,
China , and Rev. Robe rt R. Marquis in Casper, Wyoming.
During the year 1956, at the suggestion of the National
Orga niza ti on o f Presby terian Women , our groups of Women
we re disso lved and all women of the church were assigned to
a Circle. Suggested studies for these small groups were made
by the National group .
In 1958, following the union of the Presbyterian and
United Pres byterian Ch urches the National Presbyterian Women beca m e known as United Presbyterian Women (UPW).
However, our local women did not change from " The Women's
Associa tion" until approximately 1967.
By the year 1964, our women had decided to change the
Circles (whose membership change every two years), and to
add some Guilds (with permanent membership). Proctor Guild
was re-organized in Septembe r 1964 and two new Guilds
(Young Wom e n 's Guild Book Study Guild) were started. All
Circles and Guilds were under the heading " The Women's
Association", (until 1967).
At present, 197 1 besides the five Circles and Guilds, U.P.W.
has a Service Day and Talent Guild.
The women help to support the Commission on Ecumenical
Mission and Relations, The Board of National Missions and
the Board of Christian Educa tion. Giving to the women's work
of the church is considered "Second Mile" giving.
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The purpose of the UPW as stated in the Cons titution is:
Seeking to be obedient to Cod's call in Jesus Christ, we
unite:
To support the Mission of the United Presby terian Church
in the USA. To help one another to gro w ill Christian faith
and understand, and To act ill Christian concem in the
company of Cod's people every where.

No. la
Calvin Presbyterian Church
1658 Superior A venue N. E.
(formerly Hungarian Reformed Presbyterian Church )
First Church's "Mission Projecr" as relared by rile
Rev. Francis R. Nagy.

The Calvin Presbyterian Church of Canton, Ohio, originally
known as the Hungarian Reformed Presbyterian Church, had
its beginnings in a Sunday School located in the North East
section of the city, started in 1909 and conducted by " alert
and devoted people" of the First Presbyterian Church , Canton ,
Ohio. Its organization by the Presbytery of Mahoning took
place in 1915. The stated supply at the time was the Reverend
Andor Harsanyi, minister of the Alliance Hungarian Church.
However, we hasten to explain that there have been other
Ministers of the Gospel who conducted services for our people
several years before the church was actually and officially
organized. They used to meet in private homes and Ia ter in the
Bethany EUB Church on Mahoning Road, N.E. The Reverend
Julius Kish, a student at the College of Wooster at the time,
held church services for our people in the fall of I 909, six
years before Presbytery finally took action to organize this
worshipping immigrant group into a church. Ever since the
missionary-minded members of the First Presbyterian Church
and their able and enthusiastic pastor, Dr. Jackson, became
interested in the work among our people, our church has been
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R ev. Gabriel Dokus, Jr.
Pastor, Hungarian Presbyterian Church

considered by them as their "particular National Missions
Project ". Fo r well over thirty years - until December 31 ,
1949, to be exac t - it continued to be their " extension work
at home", the assumed financial obligation of which they have
met with regularity and fidelity. We are indeed happy and
grateful to have had this mutually pleasant " mother-daughter"
relationship through these many years.
About a year after its organization the church , in joint
action with Presbytery, extended a call to the Reverend
Gabriel Dokus, Jr., of Dillonvale , Ohio. The Rev. Mr. Dokus,
Jr. accepted the appointment and had served the church from
September 6, 1916 to April 15, 1942, preaching the Gospel
and serving the people for over 25 years. It was during his
capable and progressive ministry that the two church edifices
were erected, the first being only a temporary building. The
present beautiful and worship-inspiring structure together with
the attractive manse was built in 1930. William J. Steele,
industrialist, a member of the church, took an active part in
financing the new building and supporting the annual budget.
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The de pression hit us with a devastating impa c t. In due
legal time the bank took over the p roperty. Trying times were
upon us and we we re weighed in the balan ces. Fina ll y in the
fall of 1940, after several fruitless a tte mpts, th e property was
re-purchased in a set tlement transaction fo r 17 thousand
:lollars, 15 thou sa nd of w hich was bo rrowed from the Hungarian Reformed Federation o f America , a frate rn a l insurance
company. This sum and abo u t 5 thousand dollars o n o utstanding notes consti tuted the full de bt of the c hurc h a t that
time , a heavy burden ind eed! Bu t the we igh t o f thi s burd e n
was st ill heav ier when it was full y realized t hat now the
church was obliga ted pun ctua lly to pay $375 p lu s 5% inte rest
each quarter on the money borrowed from the insuran ce
company.
On J anuary 4 , 1942, after more than a quarte r cen tury of
fa ith fu l work , the pastor, Reve re nd Gabrie l DokL1 s, Jr. , resigned , and accep ted a position with the H ercul es Motors
Corporation. The church the n exte nded a un an im ous ca ll to
the Reve rend F ra nc is R. Nagy , of Farrell, Pa. , who ca me on
the field April 17, 1942. He was installed the last Sunday in
May of that year.
The war was now on in full swing. The young men were
leaving for the various services in the arm ed forces of o ur
country; more tha n fifty of the m le ft. (Seve n were killed in
the defense of our country). The d ebt had to be paid. First
the smaller notes and then the larger amounts were syste m a tically , and with gu sto , hacked at. By the fall of 1945 the debt
at long last we nt down - like the walls of J ericho! Also at the
same time, English services were being condu c te d o n a regular basis.
While this debt-raz ing process was going on , Presby tery
began to cut sharply the a id the minister and the c hurch we re
receiving. By the end of 1949, this financial aid was completely
whittled down , and the church becam e fully self-supporting.
This ·situation created a double burden for the church, in the
carrying of which - financially speaking - the minis ter had a
heavy load to bear.
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In the ea rly fifti es the work of the church became fully
bi-lingual , with worship se rvices and program activities for
both e le me nts or th e congregation . A s trong effort was made ,
with visible success, to reach out and bring in the un-churched
a nd non-Hungarian spea king people from the ne ighborhood
whe re we are situated. Beca use of the s teady growth in membe rship a nd e x panding program activities offered , two separate
additio ns we re made to the ex isting st ructure. First, four
roo m we re bui lt and then , a few years late r , twelve Sunday
Schoo l room s we re added . Two of our young men entered
full-tim e Chri s tian mini stry and two others became engaged
in Chris tian se rvice work. At th e suggestion of the la te Dr.
Edga r Wa lke r, Ge ne ra l Pres byte r, the name of the church was
cha nged to Ca lvin Presbyterian Church , the idea be ing to
e mph asize its re ligio us nature over against its ethnic background . The prese nt pasto r, Revere nd Francis R. Nagy, Sr., just
completed his 29th year of service in the congregation - on
April I 7 , 1971. The church is debt free. The church has had
a hea lthy gr owth and now has a membership of 450.

No. 2
.'

Department of Christian Education
Richard L. Barnard - Director
Mr. Barnard has been employed by Christ United Presbyteria n Church since July I , 1952. A graduate of Kent State
University with a degree of Bachelor of Science in Business
Adminis tration , he also attended Oberlin Graduate School of
Theology.
As Director of Christian Education, he works with various
groups in the church. He is director of our Church Sunday
School which enrolls 1355 youths and adu lts, and 75 on the
Cradle Roll. This extensive program along with the nursery
and Junior Church depends on the dedication and devotion
of many teachers to whom we give our eternal thanks.
He is director of Camp Wakonda, the Church Camp, which
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is open to anyone of Junior age level , Junior High, and Senior
High . Along with his staff, he plans daily activities for a week's
period for these youth, plus making camper calls to recruit
youth to attend the camp .
He is in charge of Junior High and Senior High Fellowship
on Sundays, with approximately 250 youths involved in this
capacity. Various trips for these youths throu ghout the year,
involvement in community projects and encouragement to
better serve the church are all under his guidance. He is also
in charge of the Confirmation Classes, which involves teaching
the youth about the church. These classes start at the Junior
High age level.
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Also in charge o f the Girl's Basketball League and Chairman
for the Yo u th Division of Council of Churches, he invites
parti cipa tio n o f yo uth around the city to plan various activities.
Thro ugh th is gro up , we are able to have Easter Sunrise Service
and a Fall retreat fo r t hese youth from the various churches.
Mr. Barn ard has direc t charge of our Thursday Fellowship
Program , o rigin a ted in 1945 by Dr. and Mrs. Parkinson as a
program of wee kd ay religious education. Formerly conducted
fo r children and youths in grades 3 through 12, later the senior
high sectio n m oved from Thursday to Sunday night and beca me the Manse Club. With an enrollment of approximately
180 you t hs in grades 3 through 8, the current program consisls o f re ligio us teachings, arts and crafts, recreation , singing
and supper. A vo lu nteer staff of youth and adults conduct a
typical Thursday program which includes an hour and a half
sessio n of discussio ns and Bible Study, crafts, recreation and
workshop , foll o wed by an hour devoted to eating and singing
or special programs.
While most of the child ren are from fami lies who are not
m embers of Christ Church , many of them feel the church to
be a second church home. The "fellowship church" as it is
often called , has been the scene of some of their marriages
in later years and often " alumni" drop back to say hello and
inquire about the program. Time - 4 to 7 :30p.m.
Thursday Fellowship is one way the church ministers in
Christ's nam e, to children growing up in a difficult world.

No . 3
Stained Glass Windows
After the dedication of our church on November 23, 1952,
the next pressing problem was the replacement of our colored
glass nave windows which were in an advanced stage of deterioration and unsafe, having been installed in 1902 as replacements in the 1871 church building. That was 50 years ago,
and the west windows were for years supported and protected
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by storm windows. The fin ancing had bee n arrange d for by
special inte rest gifts. The com p le te sto ry of the windows in
the sa nctuary and cha pel was publishe d in color in book-fo rm
in 1969. This book co nta ined the pictu re and the mea ning of
each window. Each church family uni t was given o ne book
a nd add itiona l boo ks cou ld a nd ca n be purchased. T he re is no
a tte mpt in this publicatio n to dupli cate th e w ind o w book,
but this publication would not be co m p le te if it did no t co ntain a brief ske tch record of these beautifu l wind ows in o ur
magnificent building of Norman Gothic architec ture.
There are 16 window s in the sa nc tuary a nd 4 in th e c hape l.
The rose windows in the chancel a nd chape l are or na me ntal.
The 15 in the sanctua ry te ll a sto ry. First o n the le rt of the
altar is a mosaic (Prophecy), the next 13 w ind ows, from left
to right , depic t some importa n t e pisode in the life o f Jesus
(from. the Nativity to the Ascension), a nd the 15th window
o n the right is a mosaic (Pentecost).
The windows were designed and manufacture d by the
J . Whippe ll and Compa ny of London and Exeter, England.
They were installed by the ir American represe ntative George
L. Payne and Co. of Paterson , New J ersey. The two rose
windows in the cha ncel a nd Chapel were gifts of Miss
Marguerite Yicary and Miss Minnie Preyer Ge isse n respec tive ly.
The two mosaics, im po rte d from Ita ly , were gifts of Mr. Ha rry
Everhard. The othe rs given and numbe red as by the bronze
dedicatory plaque placed on the east wall of the na rthex. The
three chapel w indows were given in m emory of Dr. Charles
LaMont, Dr. E.B . Pierce and Mr. Clayton Hoffma n. On the
wall opposite the windows is a beautiful imported tapestry ,
the gift of Miss Marguerite Yicary.
Mrs. Lillian Boerner, at the suggestion of Rev. Parkin son
painted two beautiful oil pictures which hang in the narthex.
These artistic paintings add greatly to the Sa nctity of the
Narthex and were gratuitously presented to our c hu rch. The
subjects are "Christ in the Temple at 12" and "Christ preaching
from a Boat." Another painting by Mrs. Boerner hangs on
the wall opposite the minister's office - " In the Garden."
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SANCTUARY WINDOWS
R ecognition of Donors
I
II
II I
IV
V
VI
VII
VIII
IX
X
XI
XII
XIII
XlV
XV

Prophesy of Messia h
Na t ivity
Boy in the Temple
Baptism
Ca lling of the Disciples
Sermon on the 1-lount
Mirac le of the Loaves and f-ishes
Healing Window
Triumphal Entry
The Last Supper
Ge thse mane
Cru cifi xion
Resurrec tion
Ascension
Pentecost

Mr. Harry Eve rhard
Miss Marguerite Vicary
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Gibbs
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Gibbs
1\lrs. Clara Gibbs Preyer
Mrs. Claia Gibbs Preyer
The Rabe f-amily
Mrs. Clara Gibbs Preyer
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph K. Ramsayer
Mrs. Clara Gibbs Preye r
Mrs. Clara Gibbs Preyer
Mrs. Clara Gibbs Preyer
Mrs. Cl3Ia Gibbs Preyer
Mrs. Hazel R. Yarger
Mr. & Mrs. Chaiies Stonebe rger
Mr. Harry Eve rhard

The staine d glass windows in the Sanctuary replace the original windows
which had become so deteriorated with age that they were unsafe . They
memorialized the fo llowing members of our congregation according to
our available records: W.J. McConkey, Angeline G. Bierce, Rev. James
B. Morrow, Mrs. J osephS. Saxton, Mr. and Mrs. George Young, Charles
N. Vicary, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Gibbs, Edward D. Keplinger, David
McClure Alexander, and Rose Paul Alexander.
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No.4
The Church's Healing Ministry
A special Committee appointed by Session to study the
responsibility of First Church in a Ministry of Healing me t o n
November 27 , 1960. A favorable report was mad e to Sessio n
on Decembe r 6, 1960. The report was acce pted and a Minis try
of Healing was authorized . The first service of Spiritual Healing was held in February of 1961 in Christ C hape l. Wee kly
services have been held ever since on Thursday eve nings.
Dr. Clair King, Chairman gives the following account of activities:

' I

I

"And He called the twelve disciples together, and gave them power
.. . to cure diseases. And He sent them out to preach the kingdom of
God and to heal the sick". (Luke 9: 1-2)
In May 1971, Mr. James W. Hoffman, Associate Editor of Presbyterian Life Magazine, set out to gather material for an article on the
revival of Spiritual Healing in the United Presby terian Church. Someone
at Synod headquarters referred him to Christ Church in Can ton saying
that Christ Church was the "grand-daddy " of the movement in Ohio.
Here Mr. Hoffman found just what he was looking for and he left Can ton
with a wealth of material in his file. He met and talked with a number
of people who testified to "miraculous" healing taking place through
faith and through the power of the Lord Jesus Christ in our present-day
world. He found that God is the same today , as yesterday, as forever;
that He heals today just as He did some 1900 years ago.
This great adventure in obedience to the Divine Commission began
in February J 961 with our first Spiritual Healing Service which has continued to the present day on a weekly basis. These services have had a
deep and lasting impression on all who have had any involvement with
them. Dr. Parkinson , speaking on our Tenth Anniversary last February,
said in part, "If it had not been for Spiritual Healing I doubt if I would
be standing here in your pulpit today. This ministry has not involved
large numbers in our church but its influence has acted as a leaven permeating and changing the entire church".
In May 1971, we held our Ninth Annual Spiritual Healing Mission.
Each year we have invited outstanding leaders in the field of Spiritual
Healing to come and lead us in a three-day Mission. This Mission has
become a big event in Christ Church with people coming from all over
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the state and from surrounding states. Through this Mission , Christ
church has inspired other churches throughout the state to hold Missions
of their own.
In October 1970, Christ Church was the host to the Fifteenth Annual
Conference of the Order of St. Luke. To this conference came people
from many states an d from Canada. All three members of our staff are
members of this Order and two of them (Dr. Parkinson and Rev. Dungan)
are Chaplains of the Order.
Members of Christ Church have been instrumental in planning and
conducting the Annual Ecumenical Conference on the Church's Healing
Ministry which is held at Pilgrim Hi!Js, This conference grew out of the
activities of a Synod Committee chaired by Rev. Dungan wh.ich conducted Area Confe rences and two Pilgrim Hills Conferences between
1960 and 1965.
Many requests have come to Christ Church for leadersh.ip in Missions
and Conferences on the Healing Ministry in individual churches and in
State-side conferences in Ohio and other states. Through this leadership
many churches of various denominations have been instructed and
inspired to initiate services. For two years, Dr. Parkinson was invited
to be the guest speaker at Chautauqua, New York for a full week.
Members of Christ Church were invited to attend a conference .in
Princeton , New Jersey , on 'The Clergy and the Allied Professions", to
relate our experiences in this vital ministry of the Church.
Ten years ago, the organized Church looked on the Healing Ministry
with doubt and suspicion: today , the atmosphere has changed to one of
acceptance and respectability. What of the future? We visualize every
church wishing to be relevant to the needs of her people being involved
in Spiritual Healing in one way or another. The Church, the Living
Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, is intended to be His hands and feet; to
carry out the same pattern of preaching, teaching and HEALING; to
show the same Jove and compassion toward those in need; to be
obedient to the Divine Commission. The organized Church is under
attack today both from without and from within. There is need to go
back to the precept and example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and
to learn from the ministry of the Early Apostolic Church."
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Briner Lodge, Camp Wakonda

No . 5
Camp Wakonda
"The Great Spirit"

Our Associate Minister, Rev. Orville Briner had long entertained the hope that our Church should have a camp , not only
for our young people, but for all ages. He had thorough
knowledge (Former YMCA Boy's Secretary) of the great
benefits accrued to young people by camp experiences.
On July I , 1955 , Rev. Briner made a report to the Session
regarding a visit he and a party had made to the Muskingum
Conservancy District office with reference to a prospective
camp site for First Church. He reported a 97 acre farm available on Leesville Dam, near Levittsville , at a price of $8 000.00.
It was known to some of us that the desire for a Church
Camp and perhaps his sincere and constant prayer for guidance
and instruction from the Lord as to how this could be provided was a matter of almost daily concern for one of the
most faithful servants and deeply committed Christian gentleman that any Church or Community could call its own.
Because of many years experience with young people and
adults in various camping trips - tours and outdoor - close to
nature activities, he was completely convinced that there was
no better or more effective and meaningful way to present the
claims and cause of Christ and Christianity upon the lives of
persons (especially the young) than being in close fellowship
with them for a few hours or days in a cabin, around a camp126

fire , in an ea rl y mo rning devotional, a vesper service or in the
games a nd recreatio nal aspects of camping and picnics in
God 's grea t a nd beautiful outdoors, where He always seems
very close .
As Divi ne Provide nce would direct, Ruling Elder Hubert
Doughe rty wa s prese nt and heard Orville's presentation. Elder
Dougherty liste ned a tte ntively to what he had to say. He
perso na ll y had neve r had a ny camping experience of any kind;
c hurch. Y.M.C.A. o r any other kind, and had no way of
judging the impact of a cam pi ng exp erience on anyone's life,
young o r old.
Howeve r, with th e location o f the land , he became conside rabl y m o re in te rested. This la nd of 97 acres was on the
north fork o f Leesville La ke. The loca tion of our Camp
Wak onda is ju st three mil es ap prox imately from Sherrodsville
where he with hi s three brothe rs and sister were born, also
a bout the sa me distance fro m New Cumberland and from an
area in be tween wh e re both his mother and father were born
a nd raised.
The thought came to him , that having our church own this
la nd for which his fa mily had such a deep feeling , and to have
it dedicated to God as a memorial in memory of the family
might be a fitting way to honor them and provide at least a
start towards answering Rev. Briner's long time dream.
The amount of cash needed almost immediately to buy the
land was not readily available from his own family , but as
always happe ns, if something needs clone that should be done,
the Lord will provide a way. In this case, He did so by suggesting that he a nd his wife Irm a ought to see that someone close
to them , in the Steele Family , namely Miss Ethel Steele might
agree to be part of this project. The Steele family was and had
been since before the turn of the century very much a part of
our church. Miss Ethel was also somewhat past the normal
camping age (being about 80) at the time. She wanted to know
as he did , something more about the use and purpose of a
church camp.
This information was adequately furnished by our own
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Rev. Parkinson and Rev . Briner to Miss Stee le direct ly and
she agreed to supply half the needed fund s fo r the I<Jnd purchase and the first years re nt to the Musk ingum Conserva ncy
District.
Inte rviewing Mr. Dougherty , he made the followin g sta tement: "Positive assurance was given by the leade rship of o ur
church that owning an d using our own camp would make it
possible to bring more person s in and out of o ur m e mbe rship
(again especially the young) to a more m ea ningful and cha lle nging confrontation with Jesus Ch rist a nd His Church than cou ld
be done in any other way. This in the thinking of the donors
was the primary and only rea lly important reaso n fo r havin g a
camp at all. T he camp was definitely not set up to provide
another place for fun and play . In the mi nds of at leas t o ne
of the donors our country and communi ty a nd perhaps even
the church for most of its people at least wa s already p len tifully supplied with such facilities for its citizens both young
and old almost to the saturation point. In final summ a ry the n
- the camp is to be used for the Glory of God a nd any other
objective, purpose or use of the same is alm ost sheer treason."
With this philosophical background, Mr. Barr made a m otion
that an overture be made to the Trustees, that the farm be
purchased if after investiga tion by Mr. Broad and Committee
that this would and could develop into a good camp. Mr. Broad
and his Committee with Rev. Parkinson afte r a thorough
analysis of the Pyle Farm and the 500 feet adjoining owned
by the Conservancy District , concluded th a t the purchase of
the farm would be desira ble. But before making the final recommendation, they decided to have a camp expert , from the
General Assembly Office in Ne w York, first to review our
plans and then make a Master plan. This was done by a Mr.
Maurice Bone. His favora ble report was read to Session on
November 14, 1955, by Mr. Briner along with the recommendation of Mr. Broad and the agreement of the prospective
donors.
The following month, Attorney Alber t Arbaugh of the
Trustees announced the purchase. It was understood tha t no
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expense o n the Camp would be possible until o ur present
Build ing debts were paid which wou ld be about two years.
This re port was accepted and the Session authorized the
purchase (Decem ber of 1955). The Session then authorized the
appointment of a Camp Co mmittee. The following were
appoin ted in Fe bruary o f 1956 ; Mr. Ransom Barr, Chairman,
Bill Cochrane, Ke n Stratton, Marguerite Paterson , Fred Broad ,
Dr. Ra lph Ramsayer, Willard Loomis, Arthur Knoch, Fred
Zimmer a nd Paul G ilmor. Supplemental appointments were
mad e later, re presenting numerous organizations of the church.
Rev. Briner was appointed Cam p Director. During the nex t
few years the m aste r pla n was developed and camp contributions were accepted. Mr. J . Morga n Cox was the architect.
The initia l plan called for two camping units of four cabins,
each with washing, toile t and showe r facilities. Each cabin
eq uipped for eight campers an d councillor, making a total of
64 campers. The main lodge on two levels with main dining
and assembly ha ll and capacity of 300. Also guest house , in-
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finnary and director's cottage. The units we re gradu a ll y built
as money became availa ble. Mr. Arthur Knoc h was the prin c ipa l
builder and contractor. By the summ e r of ' 59, severa l of the
cabins and washing faciliti es were built. During the summ e r of
1960, the main lodge was built but not fini shed. Howeve r it
was usable when kitchen equipme nt beca me ava ila ble. The
spirit and enthusiasm was high and many of the yo uth o rganizations and adults furnished free Ia bo r to the e xte n t of
thousands of hours of labor and the saving o f th o usa nd s o f
dollars. Many auxiliary portions of th e camp we re gradu a lly
accomplished as financing could be cl eve lo pe t.l. During the
spring of 1964, the infirmary ( Health Cente r) wa s built and
equipped by Dr. and Mrs. R .K. Ramsayer. Th e fo llowing year
Mr. Arthur Knoch built the camp director's c ottage as a memorial to his deceased wife. Tota l cost of the camp was approximately $185,000.
The camp was dedicated with an appropriate ce remony on
June 25 , 1961. Growth and developm e nt we re th e natura l
sequences of Rev . Briner's leadership and directorship for the
next five years when divine providence called him hom e a t the
age of 79.
The following Memorial Resolution was approved by the Session on
September 6, 1966: " May it please the Session to ente r in to the minutes
of Christ United Presbyterian Church these words commemorating the
life and service of the Reverend Orville W. Briner tha t the se ntiment s of
his body shall be preserved for all time.
The Reverend Mr. Briner was born October I 7 , 18 87 , in Shelby, Oh.io.
He was educated in the public schools of Richland County, Ohio .,
Otterbein College and Bonebrake Seminary in Dayton. He was an
ordained minister in the United Brethren Church, but he dedica ted his
life to the service of others through the Young Men's Christian Association. It was this YMCA affiliation which brought him to Canton in
October, 1920. He devoted himself to the service and inspiration of youth.
He came to this congregation in I 94 7 at a time when most men would
consider their constructive and creative years of service at an end. Imbued with an eternal spirit of youthful enthusiasm and dedication,
Rev. Briner pursued a career in this church that will forever present a
challenge to youth and the aged alike.
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It wa s through his inspiration that Camp Wakonda was born as an
outreaching arm of this congregation, spreading the Kingdom of God
into lives that might otherwise have been untouched . Despite personal
loss thro ugh the death of his beloved wife , May , he gave selflessly and
unstintingly of his time, energy and intellect. As we shared his sorrow
at the loss of May , we rejoiced in his blissful years of marriage with
Marga re t. Dea th came to this beloved and humble servant of God on
June 7, 1966. With Margaret , we share the personal loss and pain of his
departure from this life, comforted by the knowledge that death has no
abiding sting.
We of the Session , recognizing the greatness of Orville W. Briner, join
with all members of this congregation in remembering what he has
meant to us as so appropriately quoted in the July issue of Mariners'
Log: ' T o laugh often and much ; to win the respect of intelligent people
and the affec tion of children ; to earn the appreciation of honest critics
and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty, to find
the best in o thers; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy
ch ild , a garden patch or a redeemed social condi tion; to know even one
life has breathed easier because you live. This is to have succeeded."
Truly the life of Orville Briner was a success and we can say of him:
"His life was gentle; and the elements
So mixed in him, that Nature might stand up,
And say to all the world, "This was a man!"

Respectfully submitted,
Robert Forsythe
Raymond Bowser
Eugene Winski

Mr. G lenn Black, a long time member of our Church followed as Camp Manager and Jives in the winterized cottage
provided by Mr. Knoch. He and his wife Fanchon are giving
outstanding leadership to hundreds of campers each year. As
executive manager, he is constantly expanding and improving
the camp's facilities. Mr. Barnard, director of religious education is the camp director.
The Main Lodge building was dedicated and named "The
Briner Lodge" in 1967. The main dining room of the lodge is
dedicated to the memory of Mrs. Fred Preyer. Camp Wakonda
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is enjoying a thriving success, providing to tal ca mping ex perience for thousands of youngsters a nd fa mil y ca mping, picnics,
vespers, e tc., for adult members of our co ngrega tion. Just
finished this summe r are fine e nclosed multi-purpose courts
for te nnis, basketba ll , volley ball etc. provided by Mr. Donald
Knoch and Co. Continued expansion a nd improvements will
no doubt deve lop as the program requires.
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No.6
Harry Everhard
Probably the most difficult task in ed iting this book is the
inability of the a uthor to adequately express in words what
we, the congrega tion feel in our hearts - that is, th e sincere
gratitude and the endless app recia tion of the influe nce a nd
accomplishments of Harry Everhard in the li fe of ou r church.
Not often in huma n life, does nature (biology) combine so
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Mr. Harry Everlwrd

many fin e ta le nts in such a sy mphonic manne r in any one
ma n. This coup led with hi s d evotion and dedication to the
ca use of Ch rist makes Ha rry the great m an we all know and love.
Mr. Eve rh a rd wrote a nd published in 1969, a short autobiography of hi s life as it re la tes to his 60 years of activity and
involvem e nt in o ur c hurch. His inte rest in Presbyterism is pe rhaps hereditary as his grandfather, Elder Peter Housel was a
devote d worke r for seve ral de cades in the 1870's and 1880's
e tc . (Session records). Harry's complete fami liarity of our
church bega n with the 191 2 building era when he as a young
electrica l co ntrac tor wired the entire building (new and old
part) for a fee of $530.00. He relates how he removed the old
gas Hght fixtures in the nave and installed large electric globes.
The 191 2 construction was good and solid but he felt it was
poorly planned and arranged. He dreamed of the clay when
the seating could be reverse d and the nave lowered to street
level. That time came some 28 years later when the organ became so dete riorated that it seemed necessary to purchase a
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new one. In 1940, he made a ske tc h of a plan to level the
sloping floor ; reverse the seating; to move the pu lpit a nd o rga n
to the sou th e nd a nd lower the e ntire fl oor and front steps
to an easy rise from the stree t. The balcony would be all seating instead of the orga n covering the front wi n dow. Th is
ske tch was the birth of our new prese nt c hurc h. So me lime
later, Mr. Fred Preye r heard o f the plan and wa nted to see it.
He met Harry in Rev. Bean's office w he re he rece ived the full
explanation. He said , " Fine, le t 's ge t a ch urc h arc hitec t and
ge t started!" and here is a c heck for $5,000 w hi c h Ha rry
ma tched. This.was the beginning of the Building a nd Restoration Fund. Mr. Will Miller suggested the Inte rde no min a tio nal
Architectural Bureau of New York for advice . Th u s, a t ri p to
New York where plans were studied a nd a re prese ntat ive later
visited our church. Also the architec t firm o r We nne r a nd Fink
of Philadelphia was recomm e nded. A trip to Philade lphia was
made where he consulted with Mr. A. He nsel Fink. A rrangements were made for Mr. Fink to come to Ca nton to mee t
with Harry's committee and work out a contract with At ty.
Don Raley representing the church. This was the beginning of
our Building and Restoration program which through a succession of changing plans and many Capital Fund Campaigns
and a period of 12 years we have our present Sanctuary , Westminster Hall, Christ Chapel, e tc . (De tails of t he above included
in the Church narrative) .
Harry worked closely with Mr. Fink and acted as Supervising
engineer during construction which saved the church 1-1/5%
of the total 6% architect fee. There is no place in the church
that one can go without seeing some of Ha rry's artistic handiwork. The beautiful and graceful chancel (p roscenium) stone
arch is his own personal design. This is also true of all the
exquisite hand wrought Nave, Chancel and Chapel Cathedral
Lanterns which he made in his own factory. Numberless items,
too many to enumerate, about the church he m ade himself
(some times with the help of George Riehl). The design
of our pews, the ramp and the reredos of the chancel and
chapel received his personal attention , etc., etc. The design of
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the Chancel Celtic Cross is his own personal creation. No one
will ever know how many tens of thousands of dollars and
thousands of hours he has gratuitously given our church.
We an d succeed ing generations are the benefactors of his
service of love. Trul y , it can be said he is one of God's noblemen. To Harry Everhard we humbly say " Thanks a million! "

No.7

Christ Church - Music
Choir Program

The music and choir program is under the general direction
of the Music Co mmittee. This Committee is appointed by the
Session a nd functions and reports under the general authority
of the Session. It is co mposed of thirteen members representing
the Session , th e Deaco ns, the Trustees, and the Congregation
a t-large. The chairman is a member of Session, (or Co-opted)
and reports to the Session.
Following the insta llation of our new organ, Mr. Arden
Whitacre was employed September I , 1955 as "minister of
music" (designation crea ted by Session). He was a man of
great musical talent and developed a choir program covering
all ages. After four years, he was followed by Mr. Robert Clark
who carried forward with much the same program. He was
succeeded by Mr. Paul Reynolds September I, 1963. These
three tale nted organ-choirmasters established new dimensions
in the field of church music and in the area of Sacred Musical
Concerts. These Spring Musical series usually consist of five or
more productions, one of which is a major production of the
chancel choir with full orchestration . (Musicians from Oberlin
or Cleveland Orchestra). Some of the major productions consisted of the Messiah (Christmas or Easter), St. Matthew
Passion , Requiem and Dona Nobis Pacem, etc. , etc.
Following the resignation of our Organist-Choirmaster, Mr.
Paul Reynolds, effective September 1, 1970, an extensive
search was made for his replacement, as it was realized that
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there were big shoes to be fill ed , due to Paul 's having deve loped
a tremendous image during his tenure or the last seven years.
The Committee, after a period of five months, during whi ch
time Mrs. Hazel Parkinson adequately assum ed the duties as
Organ-Choirmaster, recomm ended to Session the emplo yment
of Mr. Donald Wayne Bogaards. The recommendation was
accepted and Mr. Bogaards became our Organist-Choirmaster
as of January I , 1971 .
Born May 14, 1939 at Pella , Iowa , Mr. Bogaards graduated
in 1961 with an A .B. degree from Northwestern College,
Orange City , Iowa . In 1963 he graduated from Westminster
Choir School, Princeton, New Jersey with a B.M. degree and
in 1964 received a Masters of Music from Westminster.
From 1964 to 1968 he was Organist-Choirmaster at Burlington Presbyterian Church in Burlington, Iowa. He held the
same position at The Presbyterian Church of New Brunswick,
New Jersey from August of I 968 to January . first of 1971.
Mr. Bogaards and his wife Carol have two children , Celeste
and David.
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Our cho irs a re divided in to seve ral ca tegories as follow s:
Cha ncel C ho ir- Do n Bogaa rd s, Orga nist Choirmas te r
Se nio r High Choir- (9-1 2 grades) Don Bogaa rd s, Directo r
G irl's C ho ir- (4-8 grades) Ru th Ann Winkelma n , Director
Boy's Cho ir- (4-VC) Do n Bogaa rd s, Direc tor
Ca ro l Cho ir- (2 nd-3 rd grades) Mr. and Mrs. Bogaa rd s,
Directors
Cherub Clt o ir- (kind c rgar te n a nd I st grades) Doro thy
Kerste t ter, Director
Bell Cho ir- (Sclcc ted ) Virginia Bird , Direc to r
Our Chan cel Cho ir is composed of some 60 voices, o f super
exce lle nt qu ali ty , well balanced , d edica ted and devo ted.
A bo u t 375 pa r t icipa te in the several choirs. They receive excelle nt tra ining a nd instru ctio n in Sacred Music.
The fo ur ma nual, 67 rank Schantz Cha ncel Organ is periodicall y inspec ted by the builde r. Seve ral addi tio ns a nd to nal revisio ns ha ve bee n made since its dedicatio n in 1952 - Re placem e nt va lu e is a bout $ 130 ,000.00 it is considered by Virgil
F ox and A rd en Whitacre to be one o f th e finest church organs
in th e co untry.

No. 8
Christ Church in Thailand
The " Christ Churc h in Thailand " Project as rela ted by
J ames P. Burne tt provides an opportunity for members of the
congrega tio n to share God 's Grace in their lives w ith othe rs
througho ut the wo rld . It grew out o f a challenge by Konrad
Kingshill , fra ternal wo rker in Thailand who has been allied
with our church fo r several years, to this church in October,
1962, a t a Fall Planning Confere nce, to not only give of
worldly mea ns but to give a po rtion of itself by sending a son
or d aughte r o f the c hurch to Thaila nd for one or two years to
teach English as a seco nd language to students a t Prince Royal's
College a t Chiang Mai, Thaila nd . The representative of the
churc h would provide a Christian witness in addition to the
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teaching duties. When plans were presented to Session a short
time later, a small group of concerned membe rs of the congregation pledged $775 dolla rs to get the program s ta rted. As
J. Morgan Cox presented the plan that n igh t, he sa id the fund
that would support the program , and th e m oney that had been
pledged, shows the congregation's gratitude for the '' loving
witness and vital leadership provid ed the congregatio n o f
Christ United Presbyterian Church by George a nd Hazel
Parkinson, who in more than twenty yea rs of dcvo Led service
have brought a new life into this church a nd its community. "
Session approved this special genera l mission program in
December of 1962, and sin ce that tim e James P. Burnett has
served as chairman. The committee worked with the Commission on Ecumenical Missio n and Relations in esta blishing
guidelines for the program, a differen t concept of fulfilling
the mission work of the churc h, which has bee n th e pattern
for an expanded mission service by the nation al c hurch.
Almost immediately upon the publication of the new
program in Tydings, Bill Yoder, then a senior a t Wooster
College, volunteered to be our first teaching representative.
Bill went to Thailand in the summer of 1963, a nd while there
he decided to attend seminary upon hjs return to the Un ited
States and become a minister. He has returned to Thailand to
continue his service as a Fraternal Worker.
Our next two volunteers were Malone College graduates.
Dewey Russell left for Thailand in the spring of 1966 and
returned two years later for graduate work in linguistics. He
has recently applied to serve with the Peace Corps. In the
autumn of 1968 Miss Kathleen McVicker carried on the work
at Prince Royal's College for the next two years; she has
returned home and is engaged in social work.
At this writing a fourth volunteer is preparing to leave for
Thailand, although he may not serve in Chiang Mai because of
the desperate need for volunteers elsewhere in Thailand.
Robert Groshan is a son of Christ Church and plans to be in
Thailand late in August, 1971, for orientation in Bangkok
before leaving for the North where he will be assigned.
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Prince Royal 's College was begun by American Presbyterians through mission outreach in 1886. It was dedicated in
1903 by the Prince Royal, who later was to become king.
It is now owned and operated by the Church of Christ in
Thailand.
Seve ra l thou sa nd dollars have passed through the church
in the nam e o f the Thailand fund since its inception, when the
o rigina l contributions of members made it an operational
reality. But much more important than the amount of money
spent is the number of lives touched and changed as a result of
the leac hing vo lun teers to Christ Church's school in Thailand
from Christ Church in Canton , Ohio."
Bill Yoder, our firs t lay missionary, returned home after
his 2 yea r tour of duty and entered Yale Divinity School.
After gradua ting with a B.D. degree in 1968 he was ordained
in our Church on July 8 , 1968. Rev. William Yoder then returned to Thailand on a four year assignment by the general
assembly as a United Presbyterian Fraternal Worker. His
presen t duties include teaching English (head of English Dept.)
in Prince Roya l's College, teaching christian ethics in Thai
langu age a t the Theological Seminary , Chaplain and visiting
pastor to some area churches. Certainly a marvelous record
for a son of our church.

No . 9
Ordination Services
One outstanding record of our church to which we can be
justifyably proud is the number of our young members who
have entered the ministry in recent years. High priority is
urgently needed in recruiting, and encouraging suitable young
men and women to enter this field of service to mankind. The
enrollment of students in our Theological Seminaries is at a
low ebb and many need financial help. No higher or rewarding
a calling can come to an individual than that noble service of
working in the "Vineyard of our Lord." A member, in the
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name of our church ma in ta ins full scho larshi p in the Pittsburgh
Theologica l Seminary . O ur church's spo nso rship , chicf'ly by
way of our Clergy , is an esse ntial pa rt of our program and one
that everyone can joy full y par ticipa te in .
The fo llowing son's and daughter have bee n o rdain ed in
our church:
Whe n it was F IRST PRES BYTE RI AN CHURC H
Char les Hanna
Allen Bowe
Bruce Mase
Roger V. Na ft zger - June 30, 1950
Sam J . Muja is Marshall - June 9, 1954
Russell Mase - July 2, 196 1
CHRIST UNITED PRESBYTE RI AN CHURCH
Frederick Preye r Gibbs - June 13, 1962
Miss Shirley Wooden - June 17, 1962
David Laird Dunga n - J uly 9, 1967
William Joseph Yoder - July 7 , 1968
William Virgil Dav is - J une 2 1, 1970
Randall Lane Hilscher - May 30 , I 971
David Craig Frede rick, a member of our churc h is now
a ttencl ing Louisville Seminary.
Ralph Tamper was ordained at First Christi an Church
in Alliance- Decem ber 28, 1969 .

No . 10
Groups and Organizations
Our church is blessed with a number o f groups and orga nizations which have not so far bee n identified. Some of them
are as follows :
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Boy Scout Troup No.8
Boy Seoul Tro up No. 8 was o rganized in 1919. Th ey have
had a ll th ro ugh the yea rs excelle nt leadersh ip and have made
a re marka ble record. 16 have atta ined the high rank of Eagle
Seoul. A co up le have bee n award ed the certification of "God
ancl Co untry''. Four have become professional Scouts. Prese ntly the tro up has an e nro llme nt of 28, mee ts weekly and is
a me mbe r o r Buckeye Co un cil of Boy Scouts of America.
Ra y mo nd E. 13owser is Scout Master and Dona ld A. Koch is
a is la nt Sco ur Master.
Food Service Committee
The Food Se rvi ce Committee is comprised of some 12
women und e r th e cha irmanshi p of Mr. Edward Beaver of the
Board of Trus tees. This Committee has the responsibility of
the food a nd the kitc he n a nd t he reby is an essentia l service
to o ur we ll be ing. Mrs. Mary Irwin is in charge of reservations
a nd records. Mrs. Neff is in charge of food preparation. The
Co mmittee at large ac ts as host a nd he lps with service whenever neede d.
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The Centennial Group
The Centennial Group. with a membership of over I 00. is
ce le brating this year its 50th anniversary. It was organized in
192 1, when the churc h was I 00 years old (hence its name).
The group was originally kno wn as a Bible Class which met on
Sunday mornings but since 1948 , has held evening fellowship
meetings, (second T uesd ay each month). Mr. Arthur Walliscroft is publicity c hairman. This is a group of marrie d couples,
with Mr. A lvin Blackburn now serving as president.
Men 's Bible Class
The Me n 's Bible Class is the oldes t Sunday School orga nization in our church having its origin in 1871 unde r the pastorate
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of Rev. Buckingham. At various times it was known as
Brothe rh ood Class. The size of the class over the years has
varied from just a few to that of over one hundred . A very
in teresting picture is that of the Men's Bible Class of 1911 ,
(60 years ago) under the pastorate of Rev. J ackson. Some
60 venerable members are in the picture which is here reprodu ced . No names were on the picture and some are not now
iden tifiable by our oldes t members. Thus no identification is
here at tempted , but i t is hoped that many of our members
wi ll find so me of their forebears in the picture. Mr. Raymond
L. Hoope r is president and Mr. Paul KilEan is secretary.

Mothers Class
The Mothers Class is now in its 37th year of organization.
It is a socia l group which meets monthly for dinner and program. One of their principal functions over the years is the
providing and ca ring for the several sets of chancel coverings
(Commu nion table, altar and lectern) . Each of the sets has a
meaning and is used at differen t periods of the year or on
special occasions. The ecclesiastical nam e is Ante pendia. Mrs.
Marga re t Holibaugh is president and Mrs. Agnes Dougherty
is Secretary.

Proctor Guild
The Proctor Guild as well as the Proctor Sunday School is
named after the venerable Efflo Proctor. Mrs. Mary Antonille
is chairman of the group which meets on one Tuesday evening
each month. One of their principal services is that of host and
serving food or refreshments at wedding receptions.

The Mariners
The Mariners were organized under the sponsorship of Rev.
Briner in 1950. At present some 54 married couples hold
membership. The group, using Navy nomenclature is divided
143

into six ships, each one h aving a capta in . Eve ry six month s, a
fleet mee ting is held and t he membership
the ships is regrouped. T he records are ca lled the ·' tog" . Each ship h as it s
own chaplain . The meetings are he ld month ly , a nd eac h s h ip
is ind epende nt and formulates a nd carries o ut it s ow n program
which may be social, study grou ps, travel. e tc . Mr. a ncl Mrs.
Larry Kehl are the admirals to whom a ll are respons ible.

or

Senior High
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Senior High Westminster Fellowship as it is now ca ll ed.
had its beginning in the ea rly part of tile I 900's and ha bee n
known as Christian End eavor , Tu xis, Manse Clu b a nd now
Westminster Fellowship . T his is part or our Sabbath Schoo l
program under the supervisio n of the director of e du cation.
For several years, as the Manse Club, it me t on Sunday nights
at the home of the Park insons. Then in 1955 , it moved to the
church and expanded its program to include a choir and
gradually other ac tivities , so tha t today its progra m in c lu des
a choir, an annual show , programs of various kinds, drama .
liturgical dance , wee kend a nd western to urs, baske tba ll. work
and service projects, ret rea ts, college visits, so c ial e vents, e tc.
In addition, youths serve in Thursd ay Fellowship, the nurse ries,
and camp volunteers, gree te rs a t the doors. as we ll as othe r
forms of leadership. The group is led by its own officers a nd
assisted by a group of adult a dvisors. It is ope n to all youth
in grades 9-1 2 .
Junior High
Junior High Westmins ter Fellowship , for yout h in gra des
7-8, had its beginning in 1955, whe n the first group met.
Since then it has grown into a full program that in c ludes confirmation classes, choirs, programs, recreation, and supper on
Sundays as well as ex tra events. Some of these would be fa ll
and winter retreats, social events, work and se rvice projec ts,
caroling, and other activities. Guided by its own offi cers and
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ad visors, Junio r High Westminste r Fe ll owship has a large active
num ber of th e 7th and 8 th grade youth of the c hurc h and is
ope n to any you th of these grades who wish to take part.

No . II
The Cathedral Hour
(as rela! ed by Jltf r. Lee A 1\Ve/1)
In Se pte mbe r , 1944, WHBC introduced a ne w program to
Ca nto n a irways ca lled " The Cathedral Hour" originating from
the First Presby te rian Church and featuring a young ministe r
by the name of Geo rge Parkinson. Unlike most re ligious programs " The Cathedra l Ho ur" was . .. a nd is ... an hour long
broadcast of an ac tua l service in progress from processional
to be nedi c tio n . Fo r this reaso n t h is broadcast has m aintained
above average lis te ne rship thro u gh the years. The limitations
p laced upon th e minister by a broadcast of this nature are inte nse s ince timing a nd stre tches of "dead a ir" a re so critical
but the success and longevity of " The Cathe dral Hour" are
adeq ua te ev ide nce of the m a nne r in whic h these restrictions
have bee n ha ndle d.
Whil e the place of origination o f ''The Cathedral Hour" is
not me ntio n ed since it is inte nded as a d evotional hour for all
liste ne rs, but thro ughout the years its popularity has made
anonymity impossib le a nd both the c hurc h and the minister
have become we ll associated with the program in the minds
of its man y liste ne rs of all faiths. Yes, e ve n now , '27 y ears after
its ince ption "The Cathedral Hour" and Dr. George Parkinson
are sti ll among the fine programs to be hea rd in greater Canton
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... truly one of the great services of Christ United Presbyterian
Church to our community.
Mr. Clayton Griswold , writing in "Presbyterian Life" on
Sept. 16, 1950, said, "Hearing the service on the ho te l rad io
was worth missing a weekend at home," wrote a travelling
man. An aged shut-in wrote that after happe ning to dial
"The Cathedral Hour" she listened to "one of th e gra nd est
ministers I ever heard" and has tuned to that program every
Sunday since. Another letter sta ted that the wri tcr had decided to become a tither as a result of one of the radio sermons. Such is the response of some of the estimated 50,000
who hear the broadcasts on station WH BC of the services of
the First Presbyterian Church of Canton, Ohio, cond ucted
by minister George E. Parkinson."

No. 12
Church Government
Official Boards of Christ Church

The Boards of our Church are comprised of three groups The Elders (No. 27), the Deaco ns (No. 33) and the Trustees
(No. 22). Elections are held yea rly at a stated Congregational
Meeting after nominees have been m ade by a Nom ination
Committee. The term of office is three yea rs and mem bers
are divided into three classes of years. Members m ay be reelected to any board for an additional term after an absence
of one year. This democra tic method allows for continuing
authority and opportunity for any church m ember to be
nominated .

Session
The Ruling Elders together and the minister (Moderator)
constitute the Session. They are by constitution the Supreme
authority of the local Church and are the direct representatives
of the people, who elected them, in church government and
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The Elde rs -Back ro w, lefr ro righ r: Roberr D. Walker. Roberr L. Greenham, A lvin
E. Frick, Russell G. Cover, Rod E. Mears, William T. Holcomb , Wilbur A. Hall,
Ronald K. Benningron. Middle ro w, lefr ro right: Joe L. Orin, Alvin C. Blackburn,
Arthur E. lvoolliscrojr , Lloy d H. Speelman, Lewis 11. Gibbs. Jack J\1. Morris,
William Cochran e, Jr., ll'i//iam Curry. Front row, left to riglll: Lewis E. Smith,
Glenn S. Srephens, Mrs. Robin Herringron, William L. Juergens, Brooks C. Gilmore,
Perry S. Lazich, Mrs. Jean A nn Smirh , John A. Paul. Absenr: Ned IV. Gaston,
Mrs. Evelyn l'..tirche/1.

Spiritua l discipline. They are inducted into office by the
procedure of ordi nation and installation . Once ordained they
rem ain an Elder for life (not Ruling). The Session minutes
are the officia l records of all accessions, Baptisms, Deaths,
Transfers, Dismissals etc. Marriages are no t recorded in the
Session record s but are kept in a separa te file. Their activities,
through the years are described and recorded throughout this
book.
Deacons
The Deacons as a Board constitute an office of sympathy
and service, after the example of our Lord Jesus. They are in-
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The Deacons-Back row. lejl to rig/If: Edward 1.. Fros1. Ray il. Ni~·f. Jo/111 C.
Koenig. Jllilbur A . Hall. Louis C. Kopj. James M. Bradlev. Kenn elil P. Bondi.
/1/idd/e row. left to right: Thomas II'. Mueller. Jl!ilbur T. Smi1il. Dr. Earl E
Lindsay, Walter F. Sage. Jl!illiam H. Young, David B. Morgan. Fro111 ro ~<-. lejl to
right: Roger L. Beiter. WilliamS. Nlerrimanl!l. Richard I. Fowler. Jack C. Ketterer.
Walter C. Fankhauser, Jr.. Donald A . Koch. Eugene B. Jesrer. Ahsenr: James L.
Barnard. Jolin J. Bowin. James R. Broad. Larry L. Dat•is. Charles E. Griffin. Edwin
G. Jeffers. Fred F. Jenkins. Richard F. Keller, Timo1ily E. Mausl. Roy Jll. 0 "Grady.
Dr. Dale E. Schneider. Maurice A. Scoll, Richard 7.. Jl!hilehouse.

ducted into office by ordination and installation. The Deacons
are charged to minister to those in need , to the sick, to the
friendless and to those in distress. Our Deaco ns have an envia ble record of service of almost I 00 years (organized in 1876).
As one reads over the excellent kept minutes of those years
one is astonished at the varie ty or life helping, services given.
- First election - four membe rs and four lady member assistants (May 15 , 1876). Subscriptions and collections were
solicited fro m all church members for the Deaco n's Fund.
A lso Commu nion Collections were designated for the D eacons.
First meeting was devoted to ways and means or helping
destitute or needy people and fami lies - This has been the
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pat tern throughout the yea rs. Item s of se rvice incl ude - rood,
clo th es - muslin. rent. shelter, coa l, lam poil. shoes. taxes.
bu ri a ls. nursing care, Comm union bread ancl wine. hay ror
horses. medicines. visiting the sick, !"lowe rs and in later yea rs
Easter ~ 111d Chri stma s baskets. At a meeting on Sep tem be r 30.
1930. Rl'V. l3ean requested the Deacons to take c harge or
.. Usher ing ~1nd Collec ti ons" whic h add ed a new phase in th e
cluti c~ o r tile Dl':I COllS. This latest duty is one or the most
impo rtant p~irlS or th e church service . The hospitality involved
in thi s dul y (snv icc) is or the highest o rde r and an ill-advised
word o r gcs tun.: has 'ipoiled many a commu nicant's temperament. Til e· greet ing or church members. assist ing th e infirm.
he lping in case o r sudden ill ness al o ng with a ph ysician and

The Trustees - Back row. lefr ro rigiH: Jo/111 C. /llansjield. !Vi/son fl. Rownd.
Richard /:·. l.awrmce. Jo/111 M. Tapley. S rl'warr P. 111irham. Mrs. Jane Cable.
Richard R. Hinrrrleirer. A /ji·ed B. Glosshrenner. Fronr row. /c[r co right: Charles
E. Colrrin . Jtlilhur D. 1/unrr.: r. Dallas G. Ray/, V. Rex /llayfield. Paul F. Markl'r,
Dale A. ll'earsr/er. l:'dward H. Bea11er. Don IV. RaiCI'. Dr. Terran ce D. Fumess.
Absent: Paul Gilmor, Audrey N. Prentice, R. Leo;zard Wallace, Raymond E.
Bowser, Homer E. Stocker.
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acting as Se ntinals in case of problems. These are so me of the
most pleasant duties tha t can come to this most important
Board.
Trustees
The Board of Trustees (originated in 1845 and minutes are
complete) are charged with temporal affairs. They a re responsible for the finan cial condition of th e church alo ng
with fiscal records, e tc. The board has charge o f building
facilities, maintenance, insurance, real estate and pro pe rty,
church endowment - along with the church e ndowm ent comnittee -(about $400,000) and the employme nt of (n o n pro·essional) church personnel. The comple te report of th e church
endowments - names of funds , memorials, amounts, inves tments and income is recorded yearly in the annual congregational report. The board is also responsible for paying the bills
and long range planning. This board , along with members of
other boards, are responsible for preparing and supe rvising the
annual budget, along with participating in the annu a I canvas.

SESQUICENTENNIAL PROGRAM
Resolutions by the Session
At a special meeting of the Session of Christ United Presbyterian Church held on July 18, 1971 , the following RESOLUTION was introduced and adopted.
"WHEREAS: 150 years ago on September 13, 1821 the First
Presbyterian Church of Canton, Ohio was organized and
established in this City, and
WHEREAS, being in continual existence since that time,
it is deemed fitting that public recognition of the SesquiCentennial of the Church be observed beginning in the fall of
l97l,and
WHEREAS, it is recommended that the following committee be officially named as the Sesqui-Centennial Committee:
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Mr. Charles E. Coltrin , Chairman
Mr. Wi ll iam Cochrane
Mr. Allen H . Frease
Mr. Alfred B. Glossbrenner
Miss Ba rbara Macka ll
Mr. Denis Meanor
Mr. Ray A. Nisi

Dr. George E. Parkinson
Dr. Ralph K. Ramsayer
Mrs. Albert H. Smith
Mrs. Glenn S. Stephens
Mrs. Thomas S. Stiers
Mr. George E. Wern

and.
WHE R EAS, it is reco mm ended by this committee that
t he amount to be raised fo r this occasion to cover the expenses
shou ld be £ 12 .000.00.
T H E R EFOR E, be it resolved tha t the Session empower
the Sesq ui-Cen ten nial Co mmi t tee to plan and ca rry forward
such programs and even ts as will adequately call to the attention of t he members of Christ Church and the Can ton comm uni ty the 15 0 years o f service in this community ."
Under the Chairmanship of Mr. Coltrin the Committee
members are assigned certain respo nsibilities. The me thod of
raising th e m oney is tha t o f voluntary con tributions. A Medallio n die was struck and a limited number (450 ) of silver
medallio ns were made after which the die was scratcned. The
re plica o f the Medallion is embossed on the cover of this book
and commemorates the I 50th Anniversary of this Church.
They are given as commemo rative souvenirs to anyone who
contribu tes $3 0.00 or multip les of $30.00 towards the expe nses of the Cele bration. A similar bronze souvenir will be
given to everyo ne. Mr. George Wern is publicity chairman.
The observance of the Anniversary is presently being programmed as foll o ws (August 15th):
(I ) Mo nday , September 13th - Theme, "THROUGH
THES E DOORS" - A Pantomine featuring serious
and hum orous events during the life of our church.
Mrs. Glenn S. Ste phens and Mrs. Albert H. Smith
in charge . Script and narration by Mr. and Mrs.
James Burnett. Period clothes and costumes are
supplied by friends and the Stark County Historical
Society. September 13th is the actual anniversary
day on which the original church was organized.
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(2) Sunday. October 3rd - Dr. George E. Pa rkin son and
associate ministers. Three church service s will be
held , two in the mornin g and o ne in th e eve ning.
During th e morning se rvices. World Wide Co mmunion will be celebrated. Guest mini ste rs will be
reatured.Unve iling or a Bronze Plaque. COI11!llell10rating the wed ding o r lela Sax ton and William
McKinley in our Church Jan. 25 , 187 1 - G ift of
Mr. & Mrs. George 13ech tel.
(3) Wednesday , October 4th - A great and unu sual banquet
will be he ld at the New Canton Cultura l Ce nter for
members and guests. Mr. Alrrcd B. G lossb renne r
will be Maste r or Ceremonies. The banque t will
feature a nationall y known speaker. There will be
special music and decorations. All the Communion
Ware since 182 1 will be on display . A very historic
collection.
(4) Friday, October 8th - An eve ning program e ntitled
"AN HOUR OF OLD HYMNS"- Mr. Don Bogaards
-Choirmaster . Mr. Alle n H. Frease is Chairman of
this musical program. Special quarte ts. choirs, instrumen tal and organ music will be fea tured. A young
people's group will be headed by Denis l'vlcanor.
(5) Sunday, October I Oth - Final Special Church Services.
7:30p.m.- Community Night
Thus, the History of a Grea t Church has been written . The
Challenge of the future rests in the Devotion and Discipline of
its membership as exemplified in the following Benediction:
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"May our Lord Jesus Christ be near us
to defend us;
within us to refresh us;
around us to preserve us;
before us to guide us;
behind us to justify us;
above us to bless us;
Who lives and reigns with the Father
and the Holy Spirit for evermore. "
Amen

