Christ Presbyterian Church
530 Tuscarawas Street, West  Canton, Ohio 44702
Phone (330) 456-8113; Fax (330) 456-8115
Website: www.cantoncpc.org
General Office Email: cpcoffice@cantoncpc.org

June TYDINGS 2020

HONORING OUR SENIORS!

Volume 30, Issue 6

Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

PRAYER CHAIN:

James Campbell
McKinley High School
also graduating with an
associate’s degree
Favorite High School
Memory/Activity: Hanging
out with track/cross country
teammates and going on
college visits with friends.
Future Plans: Attending the
University of Akron, pursuing
a business major.

Noah Leon
GlenOak High School

Jordan Miller
Hoover High School

Favorite High School
Memory/Activity: Being
part of GlenOak’s Chorale
as well as Drifters (jazz
vocal ensemble).
Future Plans: Attending
Baldwin Wallace University
to be a pre-physical therapy
major.

Favorite High School
Memory/Activity:
Playing Basketball and
Lacrosse. “Every practice,
bus ride, game, and locker
room talk created so many
memories that I will
cherish forever! I thank
God for blessing me with so
many wonderful
teammates, coaches, and
friends throughout high
school.”
Future Plans: Attending
Youngstown State
University, majoring in
Biology on the preosteopathy track, and
playing lacrosse.

Favorite High School
Memory/Activity: Freshman
Year Swim Team Hair Dying
Party.
Future Plans: To study
Biology in college so she can
work in a zoo.
Ellie Ohlinger
Finished Junior Year at
McKinley High School
and moving to the
Ukraine

Favorite High School Memory/
Activity: Going to SkillsUSA to
watch a robotics competition during
Sophomore year.
Future Plans: Graduate from Kyiv
International School and go to
college for engineering.
Ty Ohlinger
Finished Junior Year at McKinley High School
and moving to the Ukraine

Whenever there’s a need for
prayer, please call one of our
Prayer Chain co-chairs:
Sandy Kohler ~ 330-575-5874
midnightingaletoo@gmail.com
Judy Smith ~ 330-771-0598
judithllsmith@gmail.com
Carol Orin ~ 330-833-2351
jlocao4638@gmail.com

FRIENDS HELPING
FRENDS:
If you are in need of temporary
assistance or medical equipment,
we want you to know that we care.
God has His hand in this ministry,
sees your need, and wants you to
receive this assistance through
Friends Helping Friends.
Please do not hesitate to
call co-coordinator:
Alice Rauch—330-904-3697
Sue Nelson—330-832-2999

WORSHIP
Sundays 10:30 am via:

www.youtube.com/
ChristPresbyterianChurchCanton

Two Questions

PASTOR’S

NOTE

It finally happened. After several months of life altered by COVID-19 someone finally asked me if I
thought this was “God’s doing.” I didn’t have to think twice before I responded! “Hogwash!” I was actually
surprised at the vehemence of my reply. I do know I’ve grown tired of hearing entertainment preachers speak
in ignorance. (I know I don’t cut entertainment preachers much slack.) Actions speak louder than words. At
best, their actions suggest they seek to enhance their celebrity. At worst, their actions suggest they seek to
increase the numbers of their “congregation” through fear-mongering (a.k.a. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God!). The suggestion that God might do such a thing tells me much more about the preacher than it does
about God.
As one person put it, the idea that a Christian would even consider that God would send a plague “is so
middle-ages.” Anyone who has read the New Testament knows the idea is rubbish. If Jesus is the true
revelation of God, one must ask if they could ever understand Jesus as doing such a thing. Could he? Sure he
could. Would he? “He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds (Titus 2:14).” At best, the question is an exercise
in mindless speculation. At worst, it diverts attention, time, and effort at being a servant people in a time
when a servant attitude is vital.
Admittedly, the question of “God’s doing” is a natural question. The Psalmist asks a like question often.
Consider Psalm 90:
Turn, O Lord! How long?
Have compassion on your servants!
We acknowledge our reality: bad things happen in this world. Our natural inclination, as witnessed by the
Psalmist, is to find someone or something to blame. We find candidates all around us; God, China, the
W.H.O., the President, Communism, the profit motive, the poor, the cultural elite… Yet the truth of the matter
is that even the most faithful of people don’t follow divine instruction very well, so the messiness of the world
should come as no surprise to us. Mostly, we do this to ourselves.
Still, the idea persists that God is responsible. The Psalmist struggles, but still points us in the right
direction. Moving quickly from the blame-game, the Psalmist, turned to God knowing that God would
willingly, generously, and graciously provide help and comfort.
Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us,
and as many years as we have seen evil.
Let your work be manifest to your servants,
and your glorious power to their children.
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
and prosper for us the work of our hands—
O prosper the work of our hands!
“Let your work be manifest to your servants…and prosper for us the work of our hands…” What might our
work look like? Author Rob Dalrymple reminds us that our work is always the work of the Kingdom of God:
“It means that we should step right into the middle of all the Covid-19 mess and show the
world what the kingdom of God looks like. Which indeed means quarantines and all. But it
also means shopping for the elderly. And finding ways to take care of those most affected by
this crisis. The economic fallout from this crisis may well be catastrophic. It also means, not
forgetting about all the other crises in the world. This one has our attention. And rightfully
so. But people are still starving. Refugees are even more stranded.”
This is the essence of our Christian faith. Now go…and show the world what the kingdom of God looks
like!

Shalom,
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Pastor Dave

SESSION NOTES—MAY 5, 2020
The Session meeting held on May 5, 2020 was conducted via
“Zoom,” starting at 6:30 that evening.
It was reported that
numerous members have expressed their appreciation for the
service of Britt & Heather Cooper, who have been doing admirably
to lead music in the current on-line format. Also, some congregants
have been donating their economic stimulus payments to the
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to be used to help members and friends
of the church who are truly in need.
Treasurer TJ Hon reported that contributions to CPC were
holding steady in the face of the uncertainty of the pandemic, and
Session noted its appreciation to all those who have been able to
keep their contributions current. TJ also noted CPC received a PPP
loan ($83,404) which should be forgiven as the church will use it for
payroll and other eligible expenses. This will help CPC to be
prepared for the uncertain months ahead. Scholarship Applications
are open for members of the congregation, staff and eligible
relatives through May 31.
Reports from Pastor Dave, Pastor Michael, Pastor Ben and
Jennie George all described the many ways technology is being used
to bring our congregation together in this age of Social Distancing.
Worship, Pastor’s Bible Study, meetings with CPC children, classes
by Michael Wallace and Rabbi Spitzer, daily devotionals, weekly
music concerts, CPC ministry meetings, and even a Presbytery
retreat (originally planned for Camp Wakonda) have all been
happening on line. A new and improved CPC website should be
ready to launch in about a month. Members of small groups and
ministries are calling other members to provide connection and
community.
Pastor Ben reported that the decision to suspend the CPC
summer program at Camp Wakonda would be announced on May
10, and decisions regarding outside groups using Wakonda were
still pending. Ben hopes to offer time at Wakonda for families and
tent/RV camping, all with proper social distancing and health rules.
Session approved Motions for fund raisers for Camp Wakonda
(annual brochure for facilities improvement and on-line “31” party),
which will be needed in view of the disruption of this year’s camping
season.
Spirit & Space progress was reported, with final pricing
expected from the contractor (Regency Construction Services, Inc.)
by May 8. Final approval by Session will be sought no later than
May 15, and construction work will start by June 1. There remains
about $35,000 to be matched of the $150,000 matching gift by an
anonymous member of the congregation, so new pledges and gifts
are welcomed. Surplus pews will be offered to the congregation for
a donation prior to the start of work.
The meeting ended with prayers for the concerns of our
members and friends, for the graduates of 2020, and for our
country.
Respectfully submitted by Jerry Norton

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
It’s been wonderful getting to check in with
and say hello to so many of our kiddos at
our Zoom meet ups! I plan to continue
those every other week and the mail out
packets until a time where we are regularly
gathering in person again. The summer
packets will be sent out every 2 weeks with
lessons and activities and, for school age
children, will have the upcoming two Sundays’ children’s activity bulletins in them.
Keep checking your email and newsletter
updates for online resources that I’ll be
sharing as I learn of them!
~ Jennie

Our June 8 SoulShop workshop at Camp
Wakonda will be postponed until the
beginning of counselor training next
summer (2021). Please look for more details
next year and if you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Michael.
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We are so excited to be welcoming fourteen new members into our congregation. This class started just before the stay at
home orders and then we all moved to Zoom for the final three class sessions. Below are short biographies for each one, so
that we can get to know them a little better. I invite you to reach out to a few and get to know them when you can! Thanks,
Pastor Michael.
Roman Bennett: I am a lifelong resident of the Canton/ Louisville area. I graduated from McKinley High
School where I met my wife, Joanne. We have two sons, David who lives in Akron and Douglas who resides in
the Market Heights area of Canton with his wife Jess. My first job was at a local dairy working in the processing
plant and delivering milk to local schools. I trained as an electrical apprentice which gave me the opportunity to
be a journeyman electrician. I eventually took the test and became the electrical inspector for Canton and
Louisville. I assisted Joanne with her business when needed. Her widowed sister lived with us for five months
during peak season which was a tremendous help for both of us. During my time in the trade I assisted my parents on their
dairy farm maintaining and caring for a herd of 50 Holstein cows. Yes, I milked cows! After thirty years working in and
around the Canton area as an electrician and the inspector I retired three years ago near my 80th birthday. We traveled
together for several years throughout our marriage but now I enjoy life with Joanne who has been my wife for sixty one
years. Bless her!!
Joanne Bennett: I was born on Sunday, August 29, 1937. My parents, John and Anna, named me Joanne Ruth Bulat, the
youngest of six daughters. I attended McKinley High School and met Roman Bennett at the end of my senior year. We tied
the knot three years later. My one and only job was a telephone operator at Ohio Bell. After our first son, David, was born I
became a stay-at-home mom. Douglas was born two and half years later. After the honeymoon, I moved to Louisville where
Roman and I lived with his parents on a hundred acre working farm. It was a big old farmhouse without insulation. The
winters were cold and summers unbearable. Many mornings before going to work I shoveled coal into the furnace while my
In-laws milked the cows. Yes, this city girl helped shovel manure out of the barn, climbed the silo to shovel silage to the
wagon below, made hay and sometimes, when needed, assisted milking the Holstein herd of cows. Hard to believe, right?.
Our first house was built on the farm land two years after our marriage. Our sons tell us the best times of their lives was
growing up on the farm. My hobby became a fulltime job which kept me in the basement working every day. A mail order
catalog was roughly printed and product was shipped throughout the states including Canada. I sold the business twenty
three years to a talented lady who has been very successful producing what I taught her. Roman and I have grown up, grown
old together and now take care of one another. It has been a good life. God is good!
Margie Wright Blake: Christ Presbyterian Church will be my new church home, and I am so pleased to be
joining the congregation. I have been very impressed and moved by the warm outreach from church members,
the quality of the pastors and the worship service, and the beauty of the music and the majestic building. I
retired 5 years ago from a career as an English teacher and as a school counselor at North Canton Hoover High
School. I have three grown children and five grandsons: Brian and his family live in North Canton, my daughter
Erin Elefante, her family, and my younger son Andrew and his wife all live in Boston. I live in Canton and enjoy
gardening, reading, needlepoint, and photography.
Rebecca L. Fort: Some people call me Rebecca and others see me as Becky—either is fine with me. I have the
privilege of being the library director at Malone University. I love to travel, so I've seen quite a lot of this wide
world, and I spent 4 delightful years at Milligan College in the mountains of Eastern Tennessee. But since most
of my family lives around here, it's always been good to come home to the Canton or Navarre area. I love to go
hiking, especially somewhere in the mountains, but I’m also happy when my 9-pound guard dog takes me for
daily walks through the neighborhood.
Susan Grady: I retired from teaching in 2019 (taught high school English for 20+ years, primarily at R. G.
Drage Career Technical Center); previously was in advertising & marketing for over 20 years. My husband,
Grady (yes, he goes by his last name), and I enjoy spending time with our two yellow labs and travelling. I also
enjoy working out, reading, and doing puzzles of all kinds. We are looking forward to becoming grandparents
soon as our son, Brian, and his wife, Kristen, await their first child. I am returning to CPC where I was baptized,
grew up (I have fond memories of choir, fellowship, and Wakonda), and was married.
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Jon and Judy Graef: Jon and Judy both grew up on farms, Jon in Dover and Judy in Canton. After
getting married, they had three children and lived in a historical home in Zoar for 20 years. In their
professional careers, Judy worked at Aultman Hospital as a sonographer and nurse and Jon worked for
Ferris Chevrolet. In retirement, they now live in Bolivar and love to travel, ride their bikes, and go boating
on all the different lakes throughout Ohio. Now their children and families are spread around the country
and they keep in touch with them by Zoom and FaceTime.

Ruthanne Lungociu
I was born in Houghton, NY and attended schools in New York, Virginia, Pennsylvania and Ohio. I
earned a BA in Music from Akron University and served churches in Canton, N. Canton, Massillon, and
Canton South as an organist until retiring in 2019. Making quilts is my passion and I belong to the
Canton Quilter’s Guild. I also enjoy reading and going to the "Y". My husband and I both enjoy jigsaw
puzzles and our French Bulldog, “Liberty.”
Karen Lyons I am a widow, mother of 4 beautiful children ranging in ages from 17-32, and a
grandmother to two grandchildren, with another one on the way! I was previously a member of the
church during childhood (1966 – 1976) and I have fond memories of going to Camp Wakonda during the
annual Ox Roast with my family and being a camper every summer! I was a regular participant of Junior
High Fellowship which at the time was directed by Dick Barnard with the assistance of Rod Mears. In
1973, I was confirmed at CPC, and after all these years, I still have my red leather bible given to me.
However, something just as precious and life giving was given to me by CPC, its people, Camp Wakonda,
Sunday School and Jr. High Fellowship and that is a strong foundation of faith, which I have built
upon over my life. My faith has carried me through a very challenging life and continues to do so. After spending 43
years away from CPC while living away from Canton, my youngest son Harper and I moved back to Canton to live closer
to my mother, Doreen Leaf Hund. Last August, I brought my son to my “home” church and here we have stayed. Since
that time, Harper has participated in the adult choir; singing with very special people that his own grandfather, Art
Leaf, sang with long ago. (Art is with Jesus now and never met Harper; but his voice and love for singing lives on in
him.) Over the past several months, I have had the privilege of being a part of the Thursday Morning Women’s Bible
Study. The relationships I’ve built with each of these Godly women are forever….and very dear to me. It’s so good to be
home!
Joel and Deanna Maze are a happily married couple living here in Canton who have been attending
Christ Presbyterian on and off since 2007 between attending & working for other churches. Both from Ohio
(Joel is from the Steubenville area and Deanna grew up in Akron), they’re creative folks who, it goes
without saying, love Jesus. Joel, who has a passion for music and all things audio, works as an audio
engineer, and Deanna is a visual artist. They’re happy to join the fold here at Christ Presbyterian Church,
where they have always been so warmly welcomed.
Dana Ray: I was born in Boston, MA, where my father was stationed in the Navy. We moved to
Canton where my father worked initially as a Nickles Bakery home delivery man. He retired after 42
years of service. I also retired from Nickles Bakery after 30 years of service in the distribution center. I
graduated from Alliance HS and I am the oldest of 3 siblings. I married Pam in December of 2001. She
is my ex-girlfriend and my 1st wife. My mother lives independently in Alliance at the age of 86. I
previously attended Beachwood Christian Church in Alliance and First Christian Church in Canton.
Pam (VanVoorhis, Stafford) Ray: I was born in Canton and graduated from Lehman High
School. I married and moved to Chillicothe, OH, raising my 4 yr. old step son. We had our daughter 7
years later. We were transferred to the Richmond VA area. We returned to Canton to care for my aging and blind
parents. My husband passed away suddenly after 22 years of marriage. A year and a half later, I met Dana who stopped
me from crying. I worked 28 years in the private sector and retired in 2015 after 18 years of service with the State of
Ohio. I attended Calvary Presbyterian Church in Canton, Tabernacle Baptist Church in Chillicothe, and First Christian
Church in Canton.
Sarah Ward: A native to NE Ohio I grew up in Orrville. I have two grown daughters; Erica lives in
Navarre with her husband and 3 children, and Brooke lives in Columbus. In my spare time I enjoy
nature and being outside gardening and taking walks. I married Eric Ward in January and we reside in
Canton.
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SPIRIT &
SPACE
UPDATE
Final documents have been
signed with our general
contractor, Regency
Construction Services, Inc.;
certain church spaces are
being readied for the
commencement of Spirit &
Space’s project work; and
worship services will take
place in Westminster Hall
from now until the
beginning of Advent in late
November 2020.
Construction, trade and
craft workers will very soon
arrive at CPC’s doors with
tools in hand.
The Spirit & Space Team
intends to provide periodic
updates on the progress of
the construction work via
upcoming editions of
Tydings, S&S Update
newsletters, and postings to
our Spirit & Space page on
the church’s web site
www.cantoncpc.org/
spiritandspace (or click
button link from Home
page). The most recent
update, entitled
“Architectural/
Construction Details,
Plans, Photos - Updated
5-2020”, includes a
construction narrative,
architectural drawings,
detailed parking lot and
floor plans, and photos.
Please check this site often
— we’ll keep the updates
coming! For those who
have no access to a
computer, please contact
the church office to request
hard copies of updates.

6

FOOD, CLOTHING, & PRAYER MINISTRY UPDATE:
In light of all the changes going on at the church, as best we can determine, these are
our guidelines going into the spring and summer:
Clothing Distribution—We are suspending the Clothing Room at this
time. Because the timing of our construction overlaps with the COVID restrictions,
we will have limited access to this room even once the orders are lifted or
revised. We are planning to do a modified clothing program in the summer and I will
share details as they are refined. We may accept only items that can be folded and
boxed so that they are easier to distribute (for example; socks and t-shirts)
Food Distributions—We have been distributing bags at the door for our folks who
attend the FCP distributions. The biggest change is in the make up of these
bags. Bags are filled with non-perishable, shelf stable items such as toilet paper,
paper towels, laundry pods, cream of chicken soup, ravioli, mac and cheese, and
ramen noodles. We also alternate body wash, body lotion, shampoo, toothpaste, dish
detergent, hand soap, and razors. When available, we include hot dogs and
bread. We recently had the opportunity to purchase bulk hand sanitizer, an item
often asked for.
Prayer—Because of social distancing, this is something that may take a very
different form once we are able to return to the church. It is however, something that
we know our friends miss so we are being thoughtful about plans to re-introduce this
special part of our Ministry in other ways.
How you can help—I have received so many calls about how you might support
us. As you can see from the list of items included in our bags, we are increasing the
support that we offer our friends when their need is so great. Online purchases of
toilet paper and paper towels are always welcome. We have been using the Acme
online ordering for our cream soups, ravioli, and mac and cheese. Their prices are
very competitive and the order can be hands-free. We buy most toiletries at discount
stores such as Dollar Tree and Big Lots. You can always call me to coordinate or with
questions, but as always I stress that we don't want you to be out of the house any
more than is necessary.
And prayer, that is always a welcome way to help. This is a very scary time for our
friends who come for food and supplies. They often receive limited information
about the virus, they are fearful of close contact and bus travel, and yet they know
that the only way to feed their families requires them to be out of their homes.
Thank you for keeping us in your prayers. With Love—Lorraine Murphy

FINANCIAL NOTES
Beginning Balance Opera!ng Funds as of 7/1
Revenue
Pledges
Other
Trusts & Endowments
Total Income
Expenses
Opera!ng Expenses
Ending Balance Opera!ng Funds as of 6/30/20

YTD 4/30/20
$ 152,147
538,444
174,906
62,795
$ 776,145
(788,592)

YTD 4/30/19
$ 100,640
567,756
147,807
81,571
$797,134
(753,252)

$139,701

$144,522

This repor ng reﬂects the General and Camp Funds from July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR PLEDGE CURRENT. THANK YOU!
Gifts can be given online at www.cantoncpc.org or mailed to the Church office.

CAMP WAKONDA
UPDATE
Friends of Camp Wakonda:
Because of the situation with the COVID
-19 outbreak, we are cancelling all of our
events through July 25th. This includes
our summer camp program. Please
check out our video about this summer
at wwwwakondacamp.org or on our
Facebook page.
Our first priority is providing a safe
space for kids (and adults) to experience
God’s unconditional love and genuine
acceptance. We are actively considering
alternative ways to provide that safe
space (even digitally). To that end, as
soon as we are legally allowed, we are
going to open Wakonda up for families
to come and stay (each with their own
living space, bathroom facility, and fire
circle). We will be maintaining social
distance during these camp times
(details to come).
from the

DEACONS’ BENCH
In these uncertain times of virtual meetings and
distance learning, it is easy to forget those servants
of Christ who have worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to further the Kingdom. The outgoing
Deacons listed below have dedicated themselves to
this work over the past few years, doing the heavy
lifting of caring for the least, the lost, and the
alone. Their hard work and dedication often goes
thankless and unnoticed, but they are an
inspiration to many of us who have seen their
actions first hand. Thank you for your service!
David Everett, Nancy Hannon, James and Gloria
Marks, and Alice Rauch.

Know that we are praying for you in this
season! Please hold us in prayer as well.
If you have questions, we invite you to
please reach out to Pastor Ben:
bgeorge@cantoncpc.org
or 330-735-2740
Shalom,
Pastor Ben
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JUNE TYDINGS

If you have moved,
or changed a seasonal address,
please notify the church office.
Thank you.
To be added to the Tydings email list
or to submit an article for Tydings,
please email dnave@cantoncpc.org
no later than
Wednesday, June 17, 2020.

Summer Youth
Opportunities!
We are praying for you and
your families during this time:
for your health, your transition
into a very different daily life,
and any anxieties you may
have. Please reach out with
anything you might need!

We’re on Zoom!
Weekly Meeting:
Mondays at 7:00pm
(continuing through the
summer)
Links will be emailed weekly
What to expect: Icebreaker/
Activity,
Highs and Lows, Devotion,
Prayer Requests
*Look for a special
invitation in the mail
for our June 1st
meeting*

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
16

Robert Schopp, Be7y Shea
Barb Gheen, Nathaniel
Wallace
Ali de Vries, Barb Vasbinder
Erik Parker
Dianne Holland, Phil Peckinpaugh
Riley Hudson, Jillian Roth, Barb Strawn
Alastor Roberts,Giannis Roberts, Martha
Schoonover, Thomas Thornburg
Nick Grinder, Michael Wallace
Jack Hudson, Kelly Snavely
Elli Factor, Faith Milligan, Nathan Skolnik
June Aus!n, Patricia Kling, James Paulis
Charlo7e Allerding, Beth Hanlon, Randi
Mears
Kim Kemper, Katherine Magoon, Joseph
Toot
Rich Langsdorf
Joe Halter, Barb Palombo

20
21
22
23
25
26
27
28
29
30

17 Lynn Hamilton, Averi
Hudson, Don Unger
18 Jane Linville
19 Jami Fisher, Bill Murphy
Joshua Jacob, Be7e Maier, Christy
Paumier
Hudson Factor, Lew Gibbs, Hayden
Kemper, Henry Peterson, Dorothy Unger
Dave Rausch
Don Bowers, Suzanne Mears, Carol Reed
Henry Belden, John Mansﬁeld
Bri7 Cooper, Miguel Rodriguez
Ian Peterson, Diana White, Jim Wilson
Don Ebie, Cindy Morgan
Liz Beach, Karen Dominik, Noah Leon, Ty
Ohlinger
Dale Davis, Joy Witham

Christ Church celebrates birthdays of members
who are 95 years or more:
June 11—June Aus n (98)

