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GATHER	  US	  IN	  by	  the	  Numbers	  .	  .	  .	  	  
	  
$	  2,234,506	   Aggregate	  Pledged	  to	  Gather	  Us	  In	  campaign	  as	  of	  12/18/19.	  
	  
16	   Weeks	  until	  construction	  begins	  on	  Spirit	  &	  Space	  renovation	  project.	  
	  
1952	   Year	  when	  the	  last	  major	  CPC	  Sanctuary	  re-‐construction	  was	  completed	  (67	  years	  ago)	  	  

at	  a	  cost	  of	  approximately	  $225,463	  (equivalent	  to	  $2,188,335	  in	  2019	  dollars).	  
	  
16	   Members	  of	  CPC	  staff	  and	  congregation	  involved	  in	  Spirit	  &	  Space	  Team	  &	  its	  sub-‐committees.	  
	  
9	   Meetings	  of	  Spirit	  &	  Space-‐related	  teams	  that	  were	  held	  in	  December	  2019.	  
	  
30	   Stairway	  steps	  needed	  to	  reach	  CPC’s	  Sanctuary	  level	  from	  aggregate	  five	  active	  entryways.	  
	  
$150,000	  =	  $300,000	  	  1	  to	  1	  match	  opportunity	  for	  new	  pledges/	  gifts	  to	  the	  Gather	  Us	  In	  Campaign.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  



SPIRITY & SPACE  

DECEMBER 2019  

  

In this season of blessings, joy, and the light brought into this world by a little baby, the Spirit & 
Space Team asks you to consider our invitation to His table of grace.   

Our congregation has already generously pledged to the Gather Us In Campaign a bountiful 
$2,101,011 million toward our goal of $2.500 million.  In October we were invited to consider 
increasing our pledge to this Campaign by adding a “fourth year” of giving, or by making an 
additional one-time gift.  As of November 22, 2019 we have received $121,835 in increased 
pledges for a total pledged amount of $2,222,846.  We are, oh, so close! 

We hope to accomplish all renovations necessary to attain our grand vision of invitation, 
accessibility, hospitality and engaging worship space experience, but may be required to limit 
our construction options if funding falls short. 

If you haven’t already done so, please prayerfully consider making an initial or an additional 
Gather Us In commitment BY THE END OF DECEMBER.  Knowing the exact amount of 
pledged funds with which we have to work, will enable the Spirit & Space Team to finalize the 
list of specified renovations for our architects and general contractor.   

And remember, actual contributions must be received in the church office by the end of the year 
in order to count toward your 2019 charitable tax deduction or your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD). 

Use the donation tools available at http://www.cantoncpc.org ; contact the church office for a 
Gather Us In pledge card; or call Don Weltlich (330) 456-8113 for additional information and 
guidance. 

Peace to you all! 



Spirit & Space Team Report 
September 2019 

 
The Spirit & Space Team is pleased to announce another means of 
communicating with you!  Look for updates from us in the form of 
newsletters beginning in September.  Newsletters will be mailed to you and 
posted on the church’s web site as information develops.  We hope you will 
take the time to read them and remain informed of our progress on the 
Gather Us In campaign and project construction/re-construction.   

 
The Spirit & Space Team 

 



Spirit & Space Team Report 
August 2019 

	  
Greetings to all of you from the Spirit & Space Team!  As of the Tydings’ July 
17th publication deadline, the Gather Us In Campaign had received pledges 
totaling $2,089,711.  Congratulations and thank you for your support! 
 
Since last reported to you in July’s Tydings, here is a brief summary of the 
Team’s continued accomplishments:  

• Adopted the Design Build (DB) Project Delivery Method in which 
our architects, a Design Build Contractor, and CPC work as 
partners through the design, bid and build phases of the project. 

• Decided upon a tentative timeline for construction/re-
construction, stipulating that any work in the Sanctuary to be a 
priority.  Work is to commence around Easter season in April 2020 
and conclude no-later-than Advent season in November 2020. 

• Formed a core Design/Build Oversight Team (DBOT) comprised of 
Lorraine Murphy, as the Lead, Andy Roth and Jennie George, a 
sub-committee of the Spirit & Space Team, to oversee design 
review and construction.  This Team will participate in pre-
construction/construction meetings, provide progress reports, and 
raise any important issues to be addressed by the Spirit & Space 
Team.  It will be backed up by a second tier of “experts” in such 
areas as church building mechanics, construction design and bids, 
construction change orders, project cost and disbursement 
tracking, and communications. 

• Reviewed qualifications (RFQ’s) from five reputable Design Build 
Contracting firms suggested by our architects, CMB; narrowed our 
search to three firms and interviewed those; then recommended to 
Session the engagement of Regency Construction Services 
(Regency).  On July 16th, Session approved our recommendation 
and soon we will begin negotiations with that firm.    
 
Regency has offices in Columbus and Cleveland, was founded in 
1994, and is a Female Business Enterprise.  It has worked with 
CMB on a number of projects, and has experience in 20+ 
Design/Build projects ranging in cost from $800,000 to $8.25 
million.   
 

All pledges and gifts to the Gather Us In Campaign were requested to be 
made by the end of June; however, any pledges or one-time tax-deductible 
gifts received after that date will be gladly accepted.  Again, please be 
assured that any amounts so pledged or gifted will be put to use in the 
overall Spirit & Space project plan.  Pledge/gift cards are available in the 
church office. 
 



                                                 “Lord, take us as we are.  
                                                          Summon out what we shall be. 
                                                              Set Your seal upon our hearts, 
                                                                   and live in us.” 

 
The Spirit & Space Team 
http://www.cantoncpc.org/spiritandspace   



Spirit & Space Team Report 
July 2019 

 
Greetings from the Spirit & Space Team!   
 
As of the Tydings’ June 19th publication deadline, the Gather Us In 
Campaign had received pledges totaling $2,003,136.  To those of you who 
are reading this article in late June after its normal early monthly release, 
who believe in our mission, wish to invest in CPC for future generations, 
and plan to make a commitment but have yet to do so, there is still time to 
get your Gather Us In pledge into the church office by June 30th.  Knowing 
an amount pledged by that date is essential to shaping actual project design 
discussions with our architects from Chambers, Murphy & Burge.  The first 
of such meetings was conducted on June 11th during which Project Delivery 
Method options were discussed.  These Methods define the relationships, 
roles and responsibilities of CPC (as owner of the project), architects and 
construction contractors.   
 
Of course, any pledges or one-time tax-deductible gifts received after the 
June 30th deadline will be gladly accepted.  You can be certain that any 
amounts so pledged or gifted will be put to use in the overall Spirit & Space 
project plan.  
 
Finally, to those of you who have already made a pledge to Gather Us In, the 
Spirit & Space Team thanks YOU for the trust and commitment you have 
made to “This Place” – CPC!  And if you have friends who periodically 
attend church services, concerts, or other programs offered at CPC, and 
appreciate our community outreach, why not suggest to them a pledge,  or 
possibly a one-time tax-deductible gift, to the Gather Us In Campaign?  
Pledge cards are available in the church office. 
  
                                                “Lord, take us as we are.  
                                                          Summon out what we shall be. 
                                                              Set Your seal upon our hearts, 
                                                                   and live in us.” 

 
 
The Spirit & Space Team 
http://www.cantoncpc.org/spiritandspace   
 
 



Spirit & Space Team Report 
June 2019 

 
 
Among the many Spirit & Space Team accomplishments last month is one of which you 
may not be aware...hosting a visit on May 18th & 19th by two technicians from 
Kierkegaard Consultants, a nationally renowned acoustical consulting firm with its 
primary offices located in Chicago, IL.  The consultants met with our Pastors, church 
program staff, some of the Spirit & Space Team leaders, attended some of our services; 
and conducted acoustical observations, experiments, and testing during their visit.  The 
Spirit & Space Team then immediately received their initial verbal observations and 
suggestions.  We look forward to receiving their full acoustical analysis and official 
recommendations of our church spaces.  On May 12th, Pastor Dave announced that 
early leadership pledges for Gather Us In had already exceeded $1.5 million toward 
our $2.5 million goal.  On May 19th, Consecration Sunday, Commitment cards stating 
pledges to both CPC’s Annual Stewardship AND Gather Us In Capital Campaigns, 
were brought forward by congregants during the services.   
 
In June we look forward to the climactic events of our Spirit & Space Gather Us In 
Campaign.  During the June 2nd 10:30 AM service, Jerry Norton, Spirit & Space Team 
chair, will announce the first results of our Campaign in a Grace In Our Midst moment.  
Then on June 9th, Pentecost Sunday, we will have the opportunity to present during 
that service our first gifts to both Campaigns.  How appropriate to offer the first of our 
gifts, the gifts we have been inspired by the Holy Spirit to make to our church, on the 
very Sunday we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after his 
Ascension. 
 
To those who submitted a pledge card, a big THANK YOU for your enthusiastic 
participation in the Gather Us In Campaign.  And to those who have not yet pledged 
support for this church and its future, it’s not too late to express your generosity and 
commitment.  If you lost or misplaced your pledge card, please contact the church office 
and one will be sent out to you.  Please remember that the size of your gift is not 
important, it is in the spirit of giving that you will find meaning! 
 
The Spirit & Space Team 
http://www.cantoncpc.org/spiritandspace 
 



Spirit & Space Team Report  

May 2019 

 
 This month you will receive more information about CPC’s “Gather Us In” 

Campaign, which kicked off on Easter Sunday, April 21.  During the time leading up 

to Commitment Sunday, May 19, you will hear inspiring messages delivered in 

church by members of the congregation who are committed to visions of 

hospitality, accessibility, worship and community before God. 

  

 “Lord, take us as we are. 

  Summon out what we shall be. 

 Set Your seal upon our hearts, 

 and live in us.” 

                                                  

The Spirit & Space Team 

http://www.cantoncpc.org/spiritandspace   

 

 

  
 



Spirit	  &	  Space	  Team	  Report	  
April	  2019	  

	  
Joyous	  greetings	  to	  you	  all	  this	  month	  of	  Eastertide!	  
	  
If	  you	  were	  unable	  to	  attend	  any	  of	  the	  “Gather	  Us	  In:	  
IMAGINE”	  meetings	  conducted	  last	  month,	  Pastor	  Dave’s	  slide	  
presentation	  may	  be	  viewed	  at	  the	  Spirit	  &	  Space	  link	  on	  
CPC’s	  web	  site.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
The	  Spirit	  &	  Space	  Team	  now	  wants	  to	  discuss	  with	  you	  
proposed	  plans	  to	  re-‐imagine	  our	  church	  space,	  and	  the	  
related	  costs	  as	  prepared	  for	  us	  by	  our	  architects	  from	  the	  
firm	  -‐	  Chambers,	  Murphy	  &	  Burge.	  	  “Gather	  Us	  In:	  The	  
Vision”	  meetings	  will	  be	  conducted	  on	  March	  31st,	  April	  3rd	  
and	  April	  7th	  for	  the	  presentation	  of	  their	  ideas.	  	  Information	  
about	  the	  times	  and	  places	  for	  these	  meetings,	  and	  how	  to	  
sign	  up	  for	  one	  of	  them,	  is	  either	  in	  your	  hands	  or	  will	  be	  
coming	  to	  you	  shortly	  in	  a	  letter	  from	  Pastor	  Dave.	  	  We	  
strongly	  encourage	  you	  to	  attend	  one	  of	  the	  “Gather	  Us	  In:	  
The	  Vision”	  meetings	  in	  anticipation	  of	  CPC’s	  “Gather	  Us	  In”	  
campaign	  kickoff	  on	  Easter	  Sunday,	  April	  21st,	  the	  “ask”	  which	  
you	  have	  been	  expecting.	  	  	  
	  
We	  know	  there	  has	  been	  and	  will	  be	  a	  lot	  of	  material	  to	  read	  
and	  absorb,	  so	  beginning	  April	  28th	  and	  for	  three	  Sundays	  
thereafter,	  May	  5th,	  May	  12th	  &	  May	  19th,	  the	  Spirit	  &	  Space	  
Team	  will	  set	  up	  an	  information	  table	  in	  Westminster	  Hall	  
following	  the	  8:00	  AM	  worship	  services,	  and	  in	  Cloister	  Hall	  
following	  the	  10:30	  AM	  services.	  	  	  
	  
Because	  prayer	  is	  so	  important,	  Edith	  Ophardt	  has	  assembled	  
a	  Spiritual	  Awareness	  Sub-‐Committee	  to	  plan	  and	  implement	  
structured	  opportunities	  to	  pray	  in	  addition	  to	  the	  informal	  
ongoing	  prayer	  that	  is	  a	  part	  of	  our	  ministry	  at	  Christ	  
Presbyterian	  Church.	  It	  is	  hoped	  that	  these	  will	  be	  



opportunities	  for	  further	  spiritual	  growth	  during	  the	  “Gather	  
Us	  In”	  campaign.	  	  For	  example,	  we	  will	  be	  hearing	  about	  
prayer	  stations,	  a	  prayer	  vigil,	  and	  a	  movie	  night	  with	  faith	  
discussion.	  The	  prayers	  of	  everyone	  in	  the	  congregation	  are	  
wanted	  and	  needed.	  	  Members	  of	  the	  congregation	  are	  
encouraged	  to	  continue	  praying	  for	  ways	  to	  make	  our	  lives	  a	  
living	  sanctuary	  for	  God,	  and	  improve	  the	  physical	  building	  to	  
further	  God’s	  work	  in	  our	  community	  and	  beyond.	  	  Some	  
prayers	  to	  be	  prayed	  regularly:	  	  

	  
Pastor	  Dave’s	  “breath	  prayer”:	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  “Lord,	  what	  will	  you	  do	  through	  me	  to	  shape	  CPC	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ministry	  for	  generations	  to	  come?”	  
	  	  
A	  prayer	  from	  the	  Spiritual	  Awareness	  Sub-‐Committee:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  “Lord,	  take	  us	  as	  we	  are.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Summon	  out	  what	  we	  shall	  be.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Set	  Your	  seal	  upon	  our	  hearts,	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  and	  live	  in	  us.”	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
The	  Spirit	  &	  Space	  Team	  
http://www.cantoncpc.org/spiritandspace	  	  	  



Spirit & Space Team Report 
March 2019 

 

In February’s Tydings we touched briefly on the theme that we hope will 
further our Spirit & Space ministry vision – “Gather Us In” / Here in this 
Place.  You may ask how we came up with that idea.   

Some months ago Pastor Dave, Nancy Irving, and Kathy Kettlewell 
convened a meeting with a blank sheet of paper for the purpose of 
establishing a theme for our vision.  Ideas from other churches’ campaigns 
were suggested to them by C. Loscalzo, our consultant, but nothing 
inspired them. They then looked to our hymnal for inspiration and called 
upon David Kienzle for groupings of hymns that might speak to them.  It 
didn’t take long for the Holy Spirit to intervene when David suggested, 
“Here In This Place”, Hymn #401.  Phrase by phrase, the hymn seemed to 
echo our Spirit and Space ministry visions of inclusion, welcoming, and 
spiritual home.  So they extracted the repeated phrase “Gather Us In” to 
capture the very essence of those visions.  Some of the relevant text from 
that hymn: 

“Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; 
      gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken; 
      we shall arise at the sound of your name.” 

 
We believe the full text of that hymn captures the vision we have for our 
church ministry!  So when you get a chance, please turn to our hymnal 
and read the text of hymn No. 401 in its entirety.  We’re certain you’ll be 
inspired! 
 
We invite you to come learn more about, consider, and pray about our 
ministry vision as it pertains to the church building and grounds.  The 
“Gather Us In: Imagine” meetings are opportunities to imagine such a 
vision that capitalizes on our already strong sense of community and 
mission even as we consider the needs of the larger community that 
surrounds us, and the future for our church that now demands 
consideration. Please sign up in Cloister Hall or by contacting the church 



office for one of the meetings to be conducted in Westminster Hall  on 
Sunday, March 3, 10, or 17 following the 10:30 worship service, 
or Wednesday, March 13 at 7:00 pm in the chapel.  
 
A team of dedicated CPC members has stepped forward to lead and 
conduct the Gather Us In campaign.  They are as follows: 

• Visionary Leader – Pastor Dave. 
• Chairs of the Campaign (CEO) – Chairs: Rich & Laura Milligan; 

Honorary Chairs: Jack & Phyllis Milligan. 
• Manager/Events Director/Administrator – Nancy Irving & 

Kathy Kettlewell. 
• Spiritual Awareness Director – Edith Ophardt.  
• Communications Director – Tom Okonak. 
• Creative Arts/Worship Director – Pastor Michael. 
• Small Groups Director – Nancy Montgomery.  
• Children & Youth Groups Director – Jennie George.  

 
Finally, you should also know that some staff members and a number of 
other members of our congregation are serving on two Spirit & Space sub-
committees:  
• Architectural Review Sub-Committee (ARC):  Lorraine 

Murphy (lead), Jeannine Moss, Amanda Carter, Dave Fedder, Jennie 
George, Tom McCain, Kevin Rice. 

• Communications Sub-Committee:  Tom Okonak (lead), Jen 
Anderson, Dede Bailey, Teresa Houston, Diane Nave. 

 
Glory be to God for all of their dedication and service! 

 
 
The Spirit & Space Team  



Spirit & Space Team Report 
February 2019 

 
In previous Tydings articles we discussed highlights of a Generosity Climate Report 
prepared by Craig A. Loscalzo, Ph.D., CPC’s contracted consultant hired to identify 
opportunities for generosity growth. 

 
We now summarize his findings as to our readiness to move forward with a capital 
stewardship campaign to fund architectural changes to our church space.   
• IS THE VISION OF THE CHURCH VIABLE, EASILY COMMUNICATED, 

AND CAUGHT BY THE CONGREGATION?  
Based upon audit interviews, not only has our church caught the Spirit & Space 
Team vision but it is deeply invested in making the vision a reality. There is a 
strong recognition by members of our congregation and lay leaders that facility 
upgrades are absolutely needed to propel our church into the future.    

 
• IS THE CHURCH IN A STABLE, DECLINING, OR GROWING LIFE-

CYCLE? 
CPC is best described as stable, poised, and ready for the future.  Sound planning 
and preparation have laid the foundation for a successful project and capital 
stewardship effort. 

 
• DOES THE CHURCH HAVE STAFF LEADERSHIP THAT CAN SUSTAIN 

MOMENTUM AND LEAD THE CONGREGATION THROUGH A 
BUILDING PROJECT AND CAPITAL FUNDING EFFFORT? 

In numerous interviews conducted during the on-site Generosity Audit, members 
of the congregation made it very clear that Pastor Dave and the staff are the 
leaders for CPC “for such a time as this.” 

 
• DOES THE CHURCH HAVE ADEQUATE GENEROSITY MARGIN TO 

RAISE THE NECESSARY RESOURCES TO FUND ITS VISION? 
Based upon experience with over 4,000 churches in the past twenty years, an 
analysis of CPC’s financial reports, and the level of buy-in already demonstrated, 
CPC has the necessary opportunity to fund its vision of empowering the 
structural, visual, and practical design of the space we call our church home. 

 
In light of this positive assessment, the Spirit & Space Team has already 
taken steps to move forward with a capital stewardship campaign: 
 
1.  A theme for our campaign has been identified – “Gather Us In” / Here in this Place. 
2. A team of dedicated CPC members has stepped forward to lead and conduct the 

campaign. 
3. Some very preliminary events are being planned and conducted to help us identify 

our capital campaign goal.  
 

More on all of this later! 
 
 
The Spirit & Space Team 
 



Spirit & Space Team Report – January 2019 
 

Tydings of comfort and joy from the Spirit & Space Team to you and your 
family in the New Year!  To keep informed of our progress or to access past 
Tydings articles and other info, check out our Spirit & Space link on 
CPC’s Web site. 
 
On November 18th members of the congregation gathered after worship for a 
charrette – an architectural brainstorming session – with architects 
Elizabeth Murphy and Lauren Burge.  It was a delightful opportunity to 
express our ideas about how we might become a more welcoming church to 
those in our community.  While munching on sandwiches, pasta salad, chips 
and cookies; Jerry Norton, Chair of the Spirit & Space Team, presented an 
overview of how the Team, up to that date, had re-imagined specific 
concepts about church worship, service and space.   
 
The architects then directed attendees to their tables where each person was 
given prints of our church’s layout by floor, as well as colored pencils and 
markers.  We were instructed to consider our own re-imagining as to how 
the church might be redesigned, and then reflect those thoughts directly 
onto the prints provided.  We were told to “dream big”, and be limited only 
by the boundaries of our own imaginations, because all ideas are useful.  
And although not all ideas would be adopted by the architects, we were told 
that one idea might lead to a thought that they CAN use.  What fun we had 
modifying the prints with our suggestions…diagrams, pictures, layouts and 
notes!   The architects were quite pleased with the treasure trove of ideas 
expressed.  We’re certain they will be considered as the architects work 
through their process, all the while respecting the historical character of our 
church home.   We anxiously await their initial, preliminary concept 
drawings!   
 
The other interesting exercise that afternoon was to express our individual 
priorities for the following list of pre-defined architectural attributes to be 
considered in any re-design of our church:  Welcoming, 
Inspirational/Peaceful, Comfortable, Accessible, Functional, Flexible, 
Beautiful/Artful, and Historical/History.   Attendees added “Quality Choir 
Music” and “Music Program” to the list.  Each of these attributes was 
printed on a sheet of paper mounted on the walls surrounding us.  Using six 
sticky dots provided for each person, we were asked to affix them to the 



attribute sheets of our choice…all six on one, or split among multiple 
attributes per our desired priorities.  The purpose of the exercise was to 
quantify for the architects what is relevant and important to us about our 
church space. 
 
In order by priority (number of dots), the result of the exercise to determine 
preferred Architectural Attributes is:   

1. Accessible – 61 
2. Welcoming – 54 
3. Functional – 41 
4. Inspirational/Peaceful – 37 
5. Quality Choir Music/Music Program – 32 
6. Historical/History – 31 
7. Flexible – 29 
8. Beautiful/Artful – 25 
9. Comfortable – 6 

 
Interesting, don’t you think?!?   More later! 
 
The Spirit & Space Team 



Spirit & Space Team Report 
 
Christmas greetings from Spirit & Space Team!  Session charged the Spirit & Space Team to determine 
how CPC can continue to be a welcoming community through empowering the structural, visual, and 
practical design of the space we call our church home.  Check out our Spirit & Space link on CPC’s 
Web site to access past Tydings articles and other information.  We want to keep you informed of 
our progress! 
 
We wish to thank those of you who attended the charrette to which you all were invited last month.  If 
any additional design ideas occurred to you after the event, of if you weren’t able to attend the 
charrette and wish to convey those thoughts to someone, please contact Lorrain Murphy @ (330) 495-
8963.  We certainly look forward to what architects Elizabeth Murphy and Lauren Burge from the firm 
of Perspectus Historic Architecture, Chamber, Murphy & Burge Studios gleaned from that “brain 
storming“ experience!      
 
In past issues of Tydings, we discussed highlights – specifically affirmations, observations, and some 
opportunities for generosity growth – of a Generosity Climate Report prepared by a professional 
consultant with Generis, with whom the church has now signed a contract.  This month we share with 
you additional opportunities for generosity growth identified in that report. 
• OFFERING TIME DURING WORSHIP:   

1. It should be cast as a time of celebration by adding music, stories of impact, and 
emphasizing mini-teaching moments. 

2. “Grace in Our Midst” – for some of these moments of “grace” consider messaging how 
generosity is achieved. 

3. Use the worship experience to teach sound theology about Biblical stewardship and 
generosity, continue to build trust, cast and re-cast our CPC vision, and present stories of 
impact, e.g., relate how giving to the operating budget has real impact on the ministries 
within the church.  

• TEACHING AND DISCIPLESHIP:  
1. Growing in our generosity is a lifelong development process.  So consider offering at least 

annually at time(s) other than the stewardship campaign a series on finances, stewardship 
or generosity.  

2. Teaching Biblical money management should be a part of a congregation’s discipleship 
curriculum. 

3. Generous churches are led by generous leaders.  Church staff and lay leaders should be 
explicitly encouraged in matters of their own financial stewardship to the church.   

• ON-RAMPS FOR NEW GIVERS: 
        1.   Improve and modernize the online giving portal experience on the church’s website and    
              consider developing a smart phone online giving app. 
         2.  Especially for new givers, be creative and innovative with insuring that existing on-ramps  

 for giving are strengthened and new ramps for generosity, other than cash or checks, are  
              continually being evaluated and implemented.     

 
The Spirit & Space Team   





Spirit & Space Team Report – November 2018 
 
Session charged the Spirit & Space Team to determine how CPC can 
continue to be a welcoming community through empowering the 
structural, visual, and practical design of the space we call our church 
home.  Check out our Spirit & Space link on CPC’s Web site to 
access past Tydings articles and other information.  We want to keep 
you informed of our progress! 
 
In October’s Tydings, we discussed highlights – specifically affirmations 
and observations – of a Generosity Climate Report prepared by a 
professional consultant with Generis, with whom the church has now 
signed a contract.  This month we share with you some opportunities 
for generosity growth identified in that report. 
• FINANCIAL: 

1. Develop new giving units by educating existing members who 
could regularly give more, and by bringing new members into CPC. 

2. Celebrate first-time givers by acknowledging this significant 
moment in their pilgrimage with CPC. 

3.  Make it easy for CPC givers to understand, “Because you gave, 
here is what happened.” 
 

• COMMUNICATION:  Tell CPC’s story in such a way that touches 
hearts and encourages members and givers, especially younger and 
newer members, to participate generously. 
 

• REPORTING STRATEGIES:  Include messages/information with 
CPC’s contribution statements mailed quarterly to givers, that 
consistently reinforce the mission and vision of our church and the 
impact CPC is having in the community/world. 

 
In the next edition of Tydings, we will explore more identified 
opportunities for generosity growth. 
 



The Spirit & Space Team had also previously informed you of engaging a 
firm for architectural services, yet to be fully defined... Perspectus 
Historic Architecture, Chambers, Murphy & Burge Studio.  In the 
coming weeks architects Elizabeth Murphy and Lauren Burge from that 
firm will meet with several members of CPC’s ministries.  In those 
meetings, in their efforts to get to know us better, they will review our 
Spirit and Space objectives and gain first hand insight into the good 
work happening here at CPC.   
 
Then on November 18th, the entire congregation is invited to participate 
in a “charrette” following the 10:30 AM Sunday service.  This is a group 
session of design used as a means of gathering thoughts and ideas in a 
short period of time…the architectural equivalent of brainstorming.  
 Elizabeth and Lauren will lead us through a fun, productive, and 
hopefully inspiring session of hands-on church space design time.   
 
WE, the members of the Spirit & Space Team are looking forward to 
seeing YOU, the people of CPC at this event. 
 
The Spirit & Space Team   



Spirit	  &	  Space	  Team	  Report	  –	  Space	  Objectives	  
	  

The	  Spirit	  &	  Space	  Team	  was	  charged	  by	  Session	  to	  determine	  how	  
we	  can	  continue	  to	  be	  a	  welcoming	  community	  by	  empowering	  the	  
structural,	  visual,	  and	  practical	  design	  of	  the	  space	  we	  call	  our	  
church	  home.	  	  We	  completed	  our	  formation	  of	  Space	  objectives	  and	  
presented	  them	  to	  Session	  in	  its	  May	  meeting.	  	  We	  thought	  we	  
would	  share	  those	  objectives	  with	  you	  in	  this	  edition	  of	  the	  Tydings	  
and	  how	  we	  arrived	  at	  them.	  

The	  Book	  of	  Order	  speaks	  of	  created	  space	  for	  worship	  as	  locations	  
arranged	  in	  such	  a	  way	  to	  “invite	  and	  express	  God’s	  presence	  “while	  
recognizing	  that	  God	  cannot	  “be	  confined	  in	  any	  one	  place.”	  	  
Through	  listening,	  studying,	  visits	  to	  other	  churches,	  and	  discussion	  
our	  Team	  established	  the	  following	  objectives,	  all	  the	  while	  
cognizant	  of	  the	  fact	  that	  we	  must	  also	  provide	  resources	  to	  keep	  the	  
building	  in	  good	  repair:	  

• 	  	  “Create	  a	  worship	  space	  that	  fully	  embraces,	  facilitates	  and	  
reflects	  the	  way	  we	  now	  come	  before	  the	  Almighty	  as	  a	  
community	  of	  faith.”	  	  Specifically,	  in	  our	  efforts	  we	  should	  
maintain	  a	  sense	  of	  tradition,	  but	  also	  reflect	  a	  forward	  
looking	  timelessness.	  	  	  

• “Provide	  access	  (exterior	  and	  interior)	  for	  persons	  with	  
disabilities	  that	  preserves	  the	  historical	  character	  of	  the	  
church	  and,	  to	  the	  extent	  feasible	  and	  practical	  that	  allows	  
persons	  with	  disabilities	  the	  same	  experience	  indoors	  and	  
outdoors	  as	  able	  bodied	  persons.”	  	  We	  should	  attempt	  to	  add	  
accessibility	  features	  in	  all	  areas	  required	  by	  building	  codes	  or	  
as	  desired	  to	  enhance	  ministry	  services.	  



• “Establish	  a	  reception	  area	  that	  is	  convenient	  and	  inviting	  for	  
most	  who	  enter	  the	  building	  and	  that	  transitions	  into	  
administrative	  and	  professional	  office	  areas.”	  	  	  Specifically,	  we	  
should	  attempt	  to	  define	  where	  the	  main	  entrance	  to	  our	  
church	  should	  be,	  as	  well	  as	  link	  the	  reception	  area	  and	  office	  
to	  the	  main	  entrance.	  

• 	  	  “Develop	  the	  outdoor	  space	  surrounding	  the	  church	  so	  that	  it	  
signals	  our	  openness	  to	  the	  community	  and	  invites	  them	  in	  to	  
the	  ministry	  of	  our	  church.”	  Specifically,	  consider	  carving	  out	  
adequate	  green	  space	  that	  is	  visually	  appealing	  and	  inviting	  to	  
the	  community	  for	  gardening	  or	  gathering.	  	  Define	  sufficient	  
properly	  sized	  handicapped	  parking	  spaces	  that	  are	  in	  close	  
proximity	  to	  entrances	  with	  easy	  access	  into	  the	  building,	  etc.	  
	  

Members	  of	  the	  Spirit	  &	  Space	  Team	  realize	  that	  our	  church’s	  
ability	  to	  accomplish	  these	  objectives	  will	  be	  defined	  by	  the	  
ministries	  we	  are	  able	  to	  support,	  and	  the	  resources	  (time,	  talent	  
and	  treasures)	  we	  are	  willing	  and	  able	  to	  commit.	  
	  
Tom	  Okonak	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  



Spirit and Space Annual Report 2017-2018 
	  

Your Spirit and Space Team was initially chartered by Session in 
January 2017 to consider how our congregation, by improving the 
structural, visual, and practical design of our worship 
environment can improve our welcome to each other and the 
community.   

 

The Team began work in May 2017 by spending time to listen to 
members of the community and our congregation.  We undertook 
five such meetings - two with members of the community and 
community service organizations, one with the people we 
welcome as part of the Food Clothing and Prayer ministry only, 
one with congregation and community members, and one with 
only congregation members.  These meetings opened our eyes to 
opportunities Christ Presbyterian Church has for ministry to our 
city and beyond. 

 

We reviewed articles and case studies focused on worship and 
welcome, and visited several churches that have entertained and 
acted on similar hopes and visions.   

 

In January 2018, aware of the ministry possibilities being 
uncovered by the Spirit and Space Team, Session updated the 
Spirit and Space charter to include not only our worship 
environment, but to identify ministry opportunities.  The Team 
provided Session with a list including the following ideas: 

• Redefining “Service” to include all those who live or work in 
our city and are in need of the love of Christ- that we can 



offer help to them, invite them in, and provide healing in all 
its aspects. 

• Nurturing - We must do ministry in a way that nurtures the 
spiritual lives of those we seek to serve through our current 
ministries but goes beyond simply giving out food and 
clothing. 

• Enabling - What can we do that goes beyond what the social 
services infrastructure of our community already offers? 

• Connecting - Figure out how to connect to our peers, our 
political leaders and our neighbors throughout the 
community, by participating in events that wrestle with 
current events and local issues. 

• Sponsoring/hosting - Define what it means to be welcoming 
in ways that are not structural and physical in nature (how 
we host events sponsored by the community, how we 
sponsor our own events, how we welcome people when they 
arrive at their destination within the building).   

• Honor and uplift those in our congregation who have been 
faithful and committed to what we ”are” and ”have been” in 
the way we undertake our ministries to the community. 

• Encouraging pastoral and professional staff involvement - to 
know, care for, and serve our downtown neighbors, as well as 
downtown business, governmental (political), and social 
welfare leadership, so as to build partnerships that serve the 
good of the parish/community (from our perspective… 
embody and empower ”the Kingdom of God.”). 

 
As it identified these ministry possibilities, the Team also 
established the following top priorities for our physical 



environment that would support and enable the church in 
worship and its ministries.   
 

1. Create a worship space that allows us to fully respond to our 
call to be a place of worship that fully embraces, facilitates 
and reflects the way we now come before the Almighty as a 
community of faith.  This includes flexibility of our 
worship space, improved acoustics and visibility, and 
space for gathering together, all the while preserving the 
architectural heritage of our building. 

2. Provide access (exterior and interior) for persons with 
disabilities that preserves the historical character of the 
church and, to the extent feasible and practical, that 
allows persons with disabilities the same experience 
indoors and outdoors as able bodied persons.   

3. Establish a reception area that is convenient and inviting for 
most who enter the building and that transitions into 
administrative and professional staff office areas. 

4. Develop the outdoor space surrounding the church so that it 
signals our openness to the community and invites them 
in to the ministry of our church.    

 

With the inspiration of ministry - current and future - that calls us 
to action, we have begun work to identify an architectural firm 
that will develop the plans for the improvements we wish to make 
to our space.  We have also begun consultation with an advisor to 
assist us in the necessary efforts to evaluate our generosity 
potential and raise funding for this project.  We are on schedule to 
complete this project by the time of the 200th anniversary of the 
founding of our church in 2021.   

 



Respectfully Submitted,  

The Spirit and Space Team 

Jerry Norton, Alice Bailey, Tom Okonak, Nancy Irving, Kathy 
Kettlewell, Lorraine Murphy, Jeannine Moss, David Kienzle, and 
Dave DeVries  

 

 

 



Spirit & Space Team Report – Recent Accomplishments 

September 2018 

	  

The Spirit & Space Team was charged by Session to determine how we can 
continue to be a welcoming community by empowering the structural, 
visual, and practical design of the space we call our church home.  We 
recently accomplished two (2) very important milestones, and we would 
like to share them with you: 

•   With Session approval, the Team recently decided to approach a 
professional consultant, Mr. Craig A. Loscalzo, Ph.D., Senior 
Generosity Strategist with Generis, to assess the current generosity 
climate here at CPC.  Mr. Loscalzo made an onsite visit with Pastor 
Dave, other members of church staff, members of Session, members 
of various church ministries, lay leaders, and other members of the 
congregation at large, and reviewed CPC’s giving history, financial 
statements, budget reports, and church communications.  In his 
report he offered 1) affirmations, observations, and 
recommendations as to our church’s opportunities for everyday 
generosity, 2) a determination of our readiness to conduct a 
building renovation program and a capital stewardship campaign, 
and 3) a recommended pathway for our church to move forward 
with these opportunities.  Mr. Loscalzo’s professional opinion is that 
CPC has the capacity to fund our vision of empowering the practical 
re-design of the structural and visual space we call our church 
home.  Certainly the success with which members of our 
congregation met the challenge of making up for the $34,000 
shortfall in CPC’s 2018/2019 general budget affirms his conclusions.  
At this juncture we have yet to sign a formal contract committing 
our church to any kind of a capital stewardship campaign.    



•    The Team also decided to engage the firm of Chambers, Murphy 
and Burge for architectural services.  It is a preeminent master 
planning, architecture, interior design, and historic architecture 
firm that employs both licensed architects and licensed historic 
architects with offices in Akron and Cleveland.  Their team of 
professionals has the proven capability to work with us in assessing 
and redesigning our church space in its context as a historic 
structure.  Their team will employ care and concern not to disturb 
that space which now successfully meets our needs, but will employ 
creative design solutions in recommending how we can enhance our 
church space so as to make us a more welcoming community.  We 
have asked what the firm needs, to begin drawing up a design 
proposal, but have not yet signed any commitments to them.  
 

We will surely keep you informed of our progress.  Look for additional 
reports in the Tydings, and check out our Spirit & Space link on the CPC 
home page for further updates. 
 
 Spirit & Space Team            

	  


